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Americans and people throughout the world have become
increasingly dependent on America's great research
universities. Yet few of us truly understand to what we owe
this extraordinary excellence or what we must do to keep it.
From the development of technologies like the laser, the
global positioning system, the MRI, radar, and even Viagra, to
predicting weather patterns, American research universities
are one of our most vital sources of economic growth and
social welfare. They have flourished because of a system that
has invested public tax dollars in their work and, more
importantly, granted substantial autonomy to funding
agencies and the universities. This system is now under
attack, the university's preeminence endangered by the USA
PATRIOT Act and other conservative policies. This revelatory
and alarming book will show how this vital institution is at risk
of tragically losing its dominant status and why a threat to the
university is a threat to the health and wealth of our nation.
Anyone who wants to change college teaching will have to
start here.
A sweeping assessment of the state of higher education
today from former Harvard president Derek Bok Higher
Education in America is a landmark work--a comprehensive
and authoritative analysis of the current condition of our
colleges and universities from former Harvard president
Derek Bok, one of the nation's most respected education
experts. Sweepingly ambitious in scope, this is a deeply
informed and balanced assessment of the many strengths as
well as the weaknesses of American higher education today.
At a time when colleges and universities have never been
more important to the lives and opportunities of students or to
Page 1/24

Download Ebook A History Of American Higher
Education Ebook John R Thelin
the progress and prosperity of the nation, Bok provides a
thorough examination of the entire system, public and private,
from community colleges and small liberal arts colleges to
great universities with their research programs and their
medical, law, and business schools. Drawing on the most
reliable studies and data, he determines which criticisms of
higher education are unfounded or exaggerated, which are
issues of genuine concern, and what can be done to improve
matters. Some of the subjects considered are long-standing,
such as debates over the undergraduate curriculum and
concerns over rising college costs. Others are more recent,
such as the rise of for-profit institutions and massive open
online courses (MOOCs). Additional topics include the quality
of undergraduate education, the stagnating levels of college
graduation, the problems of university governance, the
strengths and weaknesses of graduate and professional
education, the environment for research, and the benefits and
drawbacks of the pervasive competition among American
colleges and universities. Offering a rare survey and
evaluation of American higher education as a whole, this
book provides a solid basis for a fresh public discussion about
what the system is doing right, what it needs to do better, and
how the next quarter century could be made a period of
progress rather than decline.
What emerges is a complex and nuanced collection that
reflects the richness of more than three centuries of American
higher education.
This work provides a critical reexamination of the origin and
development of America's land-grant colleges and
universities, created by the most important piece of legislation
in higher education. The story is divided into five parts that
provide closer examinations of representative developments.
Part I describes the connection between agricultural research
and American colleges. Part II shows that the responsibility of
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defining and implementing the land-grant act fell to the states,
which produced a variety of institutions in the nineteenth
century. Part III details the first phase of the conflict during
the latter decades of the nineteenth century about whether
land colleges were intended to be agricultural colleges, or full
academic institutions. Part IV focuses on the fact that fullfledged universities became dominant institutions of American
higher education. The final part shows that the land-grant
mission is alive and well in university colleges of agriculture
and, in fact, is inherent to their identity. Including some of the
best minds the field has to offer, this volume follows in the
fine tradition of past books in Transaction's Perspectives on
the History of Higher Education series.
A leading African-American historian of race in America
exposes the uncomfortable truths about race, slavery and the
American academy, revealing that our leading universities,
dependent on human bondage, became breeding grounds for
the racist ideas that sustained it.
The Closing of the American Mind, a publishing phenomenon
in hardcover, is now a paperback literary event. In this
acclaimed number one national best-seller, one of our
country's most distinguished political philosophers argues that
the social/political crisis of 20th-century America is really an
intellectual crisis. Allan Bloom's sweeping analysis is
essential to understanding America today. It has fired the
imagination of a public ripe for change.
This essential history of American higher education brings a
fresh perspective to the field, challenging the accepted ways
of thinking historically about colleges and universities.
Organized thematically, this book builds from the ground up,
shedding light on the full, diverse range of
institutions—including small liberal arts schools, junior and
community colleges, black and white women’s colleges,
black colleges, and state colleges—that have been
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instrumental in creating the higher education system we know
today. A People’s History of American Higher Education
focuses on those participants who may not have been
members of elite groups, yet who helped push elite
institutions and the country as a whole. This pathbreaking
textbook addresses key issues which have often been
condemned to exceptions and footnotes—if not ignored
completely—in historical considerations of U.S. higher
education; particularly race, ethnicity, gender, and class.
Hutcheson introduces readers to both social and intellectual
history, providing invaluable perspectives and methodologies
for graduate students and faculty members alike. A People’s
History of American Higher Education surveys the varied
characteristics of the diverse populations constituting or
striving for the middle class through educational attainment,
providing a narrative that unites often divergent historical
fields. The author engages readers in a powerful, revised
understanding of what institutions and participants beyond
the oft-cited elite groups have done for American higher
education.

Are colleges and universities in a period of
unprecedented disruption? Is a bachelor's degree
still worth the investment? Are the humanities
coming to an end? What, exactly, is higher education
good for? In For the Common Good, Charles Dorn
challenges the rhetoric of America’s so-called crisis
in higher education by investigating two centuries of
college and university history. From the community
college to the elite research university—in states from
California to Maine—Dorn engages a fundamental
question confronted by higher education institutions
ever since the nation’s
founding: Do colleges and
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universities contribute to the common good?
Tracking changes in the prevailing social ethos
between the late eighteenth and early twenty-first
centuries, Dorn illustrates the ways in which civicmindedness, practicality, commercialism, and
affluence influenced higher education’s dedication
to the public good. Each ethos, long a part of
American history and tradition, came to predominate
over the others during one of the four chronological
periods examined in the book, informing the
character of institutional debates and telling the
definitive story of its time. For the Common Good
demonstrates how two hundred years of political,
economic, and social change prompted
transformation among colleges and
universities—including the establishment of entirely
new kinds of institutions—and refashioned higher
education in the United States over time in essential
and often vibrant ways.
At a time when American higher education seems
ever more to be reflecting on its purpose and
potential, we are more inclined than ever to look to
its history for context and inspiration. But that history
only helps, Paul H. Mattingly argues, if it’s seen as
something more than a linear progress through time.
With American Academic Cultures, he offers a
different type of history of American higher learning,
showing how its current state is the product of
different, varied generational cultures, each
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grounded in its own moment in time and driven by
historically distinct values that generated specific
problems and responses. Mattingly sketches out
seven broad generational cultures: evangelical,
Jeffersonian, republican/nondenominational,
industrially driven, progressively pragmatic,
internationally minded, and the current corporate
model. What we see through his close analysis of
each of these cultures in their historical moments is
that the politics of higher education, both inside and
outside institutions, are ultimately driven by the
dominant culture of the time. By looking at the
history of higher education in this new way, Mattingly
opens our eyes to our own moment, and the part its
culture plays in generating its politics and promise.
A masterful history of the postwar transformation of
American higher education In the decades after
World War II, as government and social support
surged and enrollments exploded, the role of
colleges and universities in American society
changed dramatically. Roger Geiger provides an indepth history of this remarkable transformation,
taking readers from the GI Bill and the postwar
expansion of higher education to the social upheaval
of the 1960s and 1970s, desegregation and
coeducation, and the ascendancy of the modern
research university. He demonstrates how growth
has been the defining feature of modern higher
education, but how each generation since the war
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has pursued it for different reasons. Sweeping in
scope and richly insightful, this groundbreaking book
provides the context we need to understand the
complex issues facing our colleges and universities
today, from rising inequality and skyrocketing costs
to deficiencies in student preparedness and lax
educational standards.
Grounded in social and political history, with a scope
that will appeal both to a new generation of scholars
and to alumni of the era, this engaging book allows
readers to consider "going to collegein both the past
and the present.
At a time when our colleges and universities face
momentous questions of new growth and direction,
the republication of Higher Education in Transition is
more timely than ever. Beginning with colonial times,
the authors trace the development of our college and
university system chronologically, in terms of men
and institutions. They bring into focus such major
areas of concern as curriculum, administration,
academic freedom, and student life. They tell their
story with a sharp eye for the human values at stake
and the issues that will be with us in the future.One
gets a sense not only of temporal sequence by
centuries and decades but also of unity and
continuity by a review of major themes and topics.
Rudy's new chapters update developments in higher
education during the last twenty years. Higher
Education in Transition continues to have
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significance not only for those who work in higher
education, but for everyone interested in American
ideas, traditions, and social and intellectual history.
Today, a majority of American college students
attend school in cities. But throughout the nineteenth
and much of the twentieth centuries, urban colleges
and universities faced deep hostility from writers,
intellectuals, government officials, and educators
who were concerned about the impact of cities,
immigrants, and commuter students on college
education. In Universities and Their Cities, Steven J.
Diner explores the roots of American colleges’
traditional rural bias. Why were so many people,
including professors, uncomfortable with nonresident
students? How were the missions and activities of
urban universities influenced by their cities? And
how, improbably, did much-maligned urban
universities go on to profoundly shape contemporary
higher education across the nation? Surveying
American higher education from the early nineteenth
century to the present, Diner examines the various
ways in which universities responded to the
challenges offered by cities. In the years before
World War II, municipal institutions struggled to
“build character” in working class and immigrant
students. In the postwar era, universities in cities
grappled with massive expansion in enrollment,
issues of racial equity, the problems of
“disadvantaged” students, and the role of higher
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education in addressing the “urban crisis.” Over the
course of the twentieth century, urban higher
education institutions greatly increased the use of
the city for teaching, scholarly research on urban
issues, and inculcating civic responsibility in
students. In the final decades of the century, and
moving into the twenty-first century, university
location in urban areas became increasingly popular
with both city-dwelling students and prospective
resident students, altering the long tradition of antiurbanism in American higher education. Drawing on
the archives and publications of higher education
organizations and foundations, Universities and
Their Cities argues that city universities brought
about today’s commitment to universal college
access by reaching out to marginalized populations.
Diner shows how these institutions pioneered the
development of professional schools and PhD
programs. Finally, he considers how leaders of
urban higher education continuously debated the
definition and role of an urban university. Ultimately,
this book is a considered and long overdue look at
the symbiotic impact of these two great American
institutions: the city and the university.
Traces the history of the struggle of women to
achieve equality in American colleges from Colonial
times to the present
Change and Continuity in American Colleges and
Universities explores major ideas which have
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shaped the history and development of higher
education in North America and considers how these
inform contemporary innovations in the sector.
Chapters address intellectual, organizational, social,
and political movements which occurred across the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and have
impacted the policies, scholarship, and practices
enacted at a variety of public and private institutions
throughout the United States. Topics addressed
include the politics of racial segregation, the place of
religion in Higher Education, and models of
leadership. Through rigorous historical analyses of
education reform cases, this text puts forward useful
lessons on how colleges and universities have
navigated change in the past, and may do so in the
future. This text will be of interest to scholars,
researchers, and students in the fields of Higher
Education, administration and leadership, as well as
the history of education and educational reform.
This essential history of American higher education
brings a fresh perspective to the field, challenging
the accepted ways of thinking historically about
colleges and universities. Organized thematically,
this book builds from the ground up, shedding light
on the full, diverse range of institutions--including
small liberal arts schools, junior and community
colleges, black and white women's colleges, black
colleges, and state colleges--that have been
instrumental in creating the higher education system
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we know today. A People's History of American
Higher Educationfocuses on those participants who
may not have been members of elite groups, yet
who helped push elite institutions and the country as
a whole. This pathbreaking textbook addresses key
issues which have often been condemned to
exceptions and footnotes--if not ignored
completely--in historical considerations of U.S.
higher education; particularly race, ethnicity, gender,
and class. Hutcheson introduces readers to both
social and intellectual history, providing invaluable
perspectives and methodologies for graduate
students and faculty members alike. A People's
History of American Higher Education surveys the
varied characteristics of the diverse populations
constituting or striving for the middle class through
educational attainment, providing a narrative that
unites often divergent historical fields. The author
engages readers in a powerful, revised
understanding of what institutions and participants
beyond the oft-cited elite groups have done for
American higher education. es readers to both social
and intellectual history, providing invaluable
perspectives and methodologies for graduate
students and faculty members alike. A People's
History of American Higher Education surveys the
varied characteristics of the diverse populations
constituting or striving for the middle class through
educational attainment, providing a narrative that
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unites often divergent historical fields. The author
engages readers in a powerful, revised
understanding of what institutions and participants
beyond the oft-cited elite groups have done for
American higher education.
This is the first comprehensive history of California's
pioneering effort to create an expansive and highquality system of public higher education.
Throughout this century, states established public
colleges and universities at a dizzying pace, funding
enrollment expansion to fit their perceived economic
and social needs, and launching a truly dramatic
experiment in social engineering. The result was a
transformation of the scope and purpose of
American higher education, and leading the way was
California, with its internationally renowned network
of public colleges and universities.
Examines how student protest against structural
inequalities on campus pushes academic institutions
to reckon with their legacy built on slavery and stolen
Indigenous lands Using campus social justice
movements as an entry point, Leigh Patel shows
how the struggles in higher education often directly
challenged the tension between narratives of
education as a pathway to improvement and the
structural reality of settler colonialism that creates
and protects wealth for a select few. Through original
research and interviews with activists and organizers
from Black Lives Matter, The Black Panther party,
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the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, the
Combahee River Collective, and the Young Lords,
Patel argues that the struggle on campuses reflect a
starting point for higher education to confront settler
strategies. She reveals how blurring the histories of
slavery and Indigenous removal only traps us in
history and perpetuates race, class, and gender
inequalities. By acknowledging and challenging
settler colonialism, Patel outlines the importance of
understanding the relationship between the struggle
and study and how this understanding is vital for
societal improvement.
Anyone studying the history of this institution in
America must read Thelin's classic text, which has
distinguished itself as the most wide-ranging and
engaging account of the origins and evolution of
America's institutions of higher learning.
First published in 1998, American Higher Education
in the Twenty-First Century offers a comprehensive
entree to the central issues facing American colleges
and universities today. This thoroughly revised
edition brings the volume up to date on key topics of
enduring interest. Placing higher education within its
social and political contexts, leading scholars
discuss finance, federal and state governance,
faculty, students, curriculum, and academic
leadership. Contributors also address major changes
in higher education, especially the influence and
incorporation of the latest technologies and growing
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concern about the future of the academy in a
post–Iraq War setting. No other book covers such
wide-ranging issues under the broader theme of
higher education’s relationship to society. Highly
acclaimed and incorporating cutting-edge research,
American Higher Education in the Twenty-First
Century remains the standard reference in the field.
Contributors: Philip G. Altbach, Benjamin Baez,
Michael N. Bastedo, Robert O. Berdahl, Marjorie A.
E. Cook, Melanie E. Corrigan, Judith S. Eaton, Peter
D. Eckel, Gustavo Fischman, Roger L. Geiger,
Lawrence E. Gladieux, Sara Goldrick-Rab, Patricia
J. Gumport, Fred F. Harcleroad, D. Bruce
Johnstone, Adrianna Kezar, Jacqueline E. King,
Aims C. McGuinness Jr., Amy Scott Metcalfe,
Michael Mumper, Michael A. Olivas, Robert M.
O'Neil, Gary Rhoades, Frank A. Schmidtlein, Sheila
Slaughter, Daryl G. Smith, John Willinsky -- Higher
Education Policy
Philanthropy and American Higher Education
provides higher education professionals, leaders and
scholars with a thoughtful, comprehensive
introduction to the scope and development of
philanthropy and fund raising as part of the essential
life and work of colleges and universities in the
United States.
Many aspects of Native American education have
been given extensive attention. There are plentiful
works on the boarding school program, the mission
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school efforts, and other aspects of Indian education.
Higher education, however, has received little
examination. Select articles, passages, and
occasional chapters touch on it, but usually only in
respect to specific subjects as an adjunct to
education in general. There is no thorough and
comprehensive history of Native American higher
education in the United States. Native American
Higher Education in the United States fills this need,
and is now available in paperback. Carney reviews
the historical development of higher education for
the Native American community from the age of
discovery to the present. The author has constructed
his book chronologically in three eras: the colonial
period, featuring several efforts at Indian missions in
the colonial colleges; the federal period, when Native
American higher education was largely ignored
except for sporadic tribal and private efforts; and the
self-determination period, highlighted by the recent
founding of the tribally-controlled colleges. Carney
also includes a chapter comparing Native American
higher education with African-American higher
education. The concluding chapter discusses the
current status of Native American higher education.
Carney's book fills an informational gap while at the
same time opening the field of Native American
higher education to continuing exploration. It will be
valuable reading for educators and historians, and
general readers interested in Native American
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culture.
An analysis of the social changes and political
debates that shaped 19th-century American high
schools. It reveals what students studied and how
they behaved, what teachers expected of them and
how they taught, and how boys and girls, whites and
blacks, experienced high school.
A History of American Higher EducationJohns Hopkins
University Press
This book tracks the dramatic outcomes of the federal
government's growing involvement in higher education
between World War I and the 1970s, and the conservative
backlash against that involvement from the 1980s onward.
Using cutting-edge analysis, Christopher Loss recovers
higher education's central importance to the larger social and
political history of the United States in the twentieth century,
and chronicles its transformation into a key mediating
institution between citizens and the state. Framed around the
three major federal higher education policies of the twentieth
century--the 1944 GI Bill, the 1958 National Defense
Education Act, and the 1965 Higher Education Act--the book
charts the federal government's various efforts to deploy
education to ready citizens for the national, bureaucratized,
and increasingly global world in which they lived. Loss details
the myriad ways in which academic leaders and students
shaped, and were shaped by, the state's shifting political
agenda as it moved from a preoccupation with economic
security during the Great Depression, to national security
during World War II and the Cold War, to securing the rights
of African Americans, women, and other previously
marginalized groups during the 1960s and '70s. Along the
way, Loss reappraises the origins of higher education's
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current-day diversity regime, the growth of identity group
politics, and the privatization of citizenship at the close of the
twentieth century. At a time when people's faith in
government and higher education is being sorely tested, this
book sheds new light on the close relations between
American higher education and politics.
The first volume in the Core Concepts of Higher Education
series, The History of U.S. Higher Education: Methods for
Understanding the Past is a unique research methods
textbook that provides students with an understanding of the
processes that historians use when conducting their own
research. Written primarily for graduate students in higher
education programs, this book explores critical
methodological issues in the history of American higher
education, including race, class, gender, and sexuality.
Chapters include: Reflective Exercises that combine theory
and practice Research Method Tips Further Reading
Suggestions. Leading historians and those at the forefront of
new research explain how historical literature is discovered
and written, and provide readers with the methodological
approaches to conduct historical higher education research of
their own.
THE SHAPING OF AMERICAN HIGHER EDUCATION
SECOND EDITION When the first edition of The Shaping of
American Higher Education was published it was lauded for
its historical perspective and in-depth coverage of current
events that provided an authoritative, comprehensive account
of??the history of higher education in the United States. As in
the first edition, this book tracks trends and important issues
in eight key areas: student access, faculty professionalization,
curricular expansion, institutional growth, governance,
finance, research, and outcomes. Thoroughly revised and
updated, the volume is filled with critical new data; recent
information from specialized sources on faculty, student
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admissions, and management practices; and an entirely new
section that explores privatization, corporatization, and
accountability from the mid-1990s to the present. This second
edition also includes end-of-chapter questions for guidance,
reflection, and study.???? "Cohen and Kisker do the nation's
colleges and universities a much needed service by authoring
this volume. The highly regarded histories of American higher
education have become badly dated. They ignore the last
quarter century when American higher education was
transformed. This volume provides comprehensive
information on that era." — Art Levine, president, Woodrow
Wilson National Fellowship Foundation, and author, When
Hope and Fear Collide: A Portrait of Today's College Student
"The second edition of The Shaping of American Higher
Education is a treasure trove of information and insight.
Cohen and Kisker provide us with astute and straightforward
analysis and commentary on our past, present, and likely
future. This book is invaluable to those seeking to go to the
heart of the issues and challenges confronting higher
education." — Judith S. Eaton, president, Council for Higher
Education Accreditation "Arthur Cohen and his collaborator
have now updated his superb history of American higher
education. It remains masterful, authoritative, comprehensive,
and incisive, and guarantees that this work will stand as the
classic required resource for all who want to understand
where higher education came from and where it is going. The
new material gives a wise and nuanced perspective on the
current crisis-driven transformations of the higher education
industry." — John Lombardi, president, Louisiana State
University System "The Shaping of American Higher
Education is distinguished by its systematic approach,
comprehensive coverage, and extensive treatment of the
modern era, including the first years of the twenty-first
century. In this second edition, Arthur Cohen??and Carrie
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Kisker are??especially adept at bringing historical perspective
and a balanced viewpoint to controversial issues of the
current era." — Roger L. Geiger, distinguished professor, The
Pennsylvania State University, and author, Knowledge and
Money
This volume provides unique insight into how American
colleges and universities have been significantly impacted
and shaped by college football, and considers how U.S.
sports culture more generally has intersected with broader
institutional and educational issues. By documenting events
from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries including
protests, legal battles, and policy reforms which were centred
around college sports, this distinctive volume illustrates how
football has catalyzed broader controversies and progress
relating to race and diversity, commercialization, corruption,
and reform in higher education. Relying foremost on primary
archival material, chapters illustrate the continued cultural,
social, and economic themes and impacts of college athletics
on U.S. higher education and campus life today. This text will
benefit researchers, graduate students, and academics in the
fields of higher education, as well as the history of education
and sport more broadly. Those interested in the sociology of
education and the politics of sport will also enjoy this volume.
"This book examines how American colleges and universities
since the mid-nineteenth century have used students' race,
religion, and ethnicity in deciding whom to admit and how to
shape enrolled students' campus social life"-This book tells the compelling saga of American higher
education from the founding of Harvard College in 1636 to the
outbreak of World War II. The author traces how colleges and
universities were shaped by the shifting influences of culture,
the emergence of new career opportunities, and the
unrelenting advancement of knowledge. He describes how
colonial colleges developed a unified yet diverse educational
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tradition capable of weathering the social upheaval of the
Revolution as well as the evangelical fervor of the Second
Great Awakening. He shows how the character of college
education in different regions diverged significantly in the
years leading up to the Civil War - for example, the state
universities of the antebellum South were dominated by the
sons of planters and their culture - and how higher education
was later revolutionized by the land-grant movement, the
growth of academic professionalism, and the transformation
of campus life by students. By the beginning of the Second
World War, the standard American university had taken
shape, setting the stage for the postwar education boom. The
author moves through each era, exploring the growth of
higher education.
This edition brings the discussion of perennial hot-button
issues such as big-time sports programs up to date and
addresses such current areas of contention as the changing
role of governing boards and the financial challenges posed
by the economic downturn.
The Civil War transformed American life. Not only did
thousands of men die on battlefields and millions of slaves
become free; cultural institutions reshaped themselves in the
context of the war and its aftermath. The first book to
examine the Civil War’s immediate and long-term impact on
higher education, Reconstructing the Campus begins by
tracing college communities’ responses to the secession
crisis and the outbreak of war. Students made supplies for
the armies or left campus to fight. Professors joined the war
effort or struggled to keep colleges open. The Union and
Confederacy even took over some campuses for military use.
Then moving beyond 1865, the book explores the war’s longterm effects on colleges. Michael David Cohen argues that
the Civil War and the political and social conditions the war
created prompted major reforms, including the establishment
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of a new federal role in education. Reminded by the war of
the importance of a well-trained military, Congress began
providing resources to colleges that offered military courses
and other practical curricula. Congress also, as part of a
general expansion of the federal bureaucracy that
accompanied the war, created the Department of Education
to collect and publish data on education. For the first time, the
U.S. government both influenced curricula and monitored
institutions. The war posed special challenges to Southern
colleges. Often bereft of students and sometimes physically
damaged, they needed to rebuild. Some took the opportunity
to redesign themselves into the first Southern universities.
They also admitted new types of students, including the poor,
women, and, sometimes, formerly enslaved blacks. Thus,
while the Civil War did great harm, it also stimulated growth,
helping, especially in the South, to create our modern system
of higher education.
American Education: A History, 5e is a comprehensive, highlyregarded history of American education from pre-colonial
times to the present. Chronologically organized, it provides an
objective overview of each major period in the development of
American education, setting the discussion against the
broader backdrop of national and world events. The first text
to explore Native American traditions (including education)
prior to colonization, it also offers strong, ongoing coverage of
minorities and women. New to this much-anticipated fifth
edition is substantial expanded attention to the discussions of
Native American education to reflect recent scholarship, the
discussion of teachers and teacher leaders, and the
educational developments and controversies of the 21st
century.
Higher education in the United States is a complex, diverse,
and important enterprise. The latest book in the Core
Concepts in Higher Education series brings to life issues of
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governance, organization, teaching and learning, student life,
faculty, finances, college sports, public policy, fundraising,
and innovations in higher education today. Written by
renowned author John R. Thelin, each chapter bridges
research, theory, and practice and discusses a range of
institutions – including the often overlooked for-profits,
community colleges, and minority serving institutions. A blend
of stories and analysis, this exciting new book challenges
present and future higher education practitioners to be
informed and active participants, capable of improving their
institutions.
Read the news about America’s colleges and
universities—rising student debt, affirmative action debates,
and conflicts between faculty and administrators—and it’s
clear that higher education in this country is a total mess. But
as David F. Labaree reminds us in this book, it’s always
been that way. And that’s exactly why it has become the
most successful and sought-after source of learning in the
world. Detailing American higher education’s unusual
struggle for survival in a free market that never guaranteed its
place in society—a fact that seemed to doom it in its early
days in the nineteenth century—he tells a lively story of the
entrepreneurial spirit that drove American higher education to
become the best. And the best it is: today America’s
universities and colleges produce the most scholarship, earn
the most Nobel prizes, hold the largest endowments, and
attract the most esteemed students and scholars from around
the world. But this was not an inevitability. Weakly funded by
the state, American schools in their early years had to rely on
student tuition and alumni donations in order to survive. This
gave them tremendous autonomy to seek out sources of
financial support and pursue unconventional opportunities to
ensure their success. As Labaree shows, by striving as much
as possible to meet social needs and fulfill individual
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ambitions, they developed a broad base of political and
financial support that, grounded by large undergraduate
programs, allowed for the most cutting-edge research and
advanced graduate study ever conducted. As a result,
American higher education eventually managed to combine a
unique mix of the populist, the practical, and the elite in a
single complex system. The answers to today’s problems in
higher education are not easy, but as this book shows, they
shouldn’t be: no single person or institution can determine
higher education’s future. It is something that faculty,
administrators, and students—adapting to society’s needs—will
determine together, just as they have always done.
Thomas Jefferson once stated that the foremost goal of
American education must be to nurture the "natural
aristocracy of talent and virtue." Although in many ways
American higher education has fulfilled Jefferson’s vision by
achieving a widespread level of excellence, it has not
achieved the objective of equity implicit in Jefferson’s
statement. In Equity and Excellence in American Higher
Education, William G. Bowen, Martin A. Kurzweil, and
Eugene M. Tobin explore the cause for this divide. Employing
historical research, examination of the most recent social
science and public policy scholarship, international
comparisons, and detailed empirical analysis of rich new
data, the authors study the intersection between "excellence"
and "equity" objectives. Beginning with a time line tracing
efforts to achieve equity and excellence in higher education
from the American Revolution to the early Cold War years,
this narrative reveals the halting, episodic progress in
broadening access across the dividing lines of gender, race,
religion, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status. The authors
argue that despite our rhetoric of inclusiveness, a significant
number of youth from poor families do not share equal access
to America’s elite colleges and universities. While America
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has achieved the highest level of educational attainment of
any country, it runs the risk of losing this position unless it can
markedly improve the precollegiate preparation of students
from racial minorities and lower-income families. After
identifying the "equity" problem at the national level and
studying nineteen selective colleges and universities, the
authors propose a set of potential actions to be taken at
federal, state, local, and institutional levels. With
recommendations ranging from reform of the admissions
process, to restructuring of federal financial aid and state
support of public universities, to addressing the various
precollegiate obstacles that disadvantaged students face at
home and in school, the authors urge all selective colleges
and universities to continue race-sensitive admissions
policies, while urging the most selective (and privileged)
institutions to enroll more well-qualified students from families
with low socioeconomic status.
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