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Ancient Israel The Old Testament In Its Social Context
Takes a look at the most prominent social institutions of the world of early Israel, and the period of the monarchy, and
then shows how proper understanding of these social institutions is essential for sound biblical interpretation.
The history of Israel is a much-debated topic in Old Testament studies. On one side are minimalists who find little of
historical value in the Hebrew Bible. On the other side are those who assume the biblical text is a precise historical
record. Many serious students of the Bible find themselves between these two positions and would benefit from a careful
exploration of issues in Israelite history. This substantive history of Israel textbook values the Bible's historical
contribution without overlooking critical issues and challenges. Featuring the latest scholarship, the book introduces
students to the current state of research on issues relevant to the study of ancient Israel. The editors and contributors, all
top biblical scholars and historians, discuss historical evidence in a readable manner, using both canonical and
chronological lenses to explore Israelite history. Illustrative items, such as maps and images, visually support the book's
content. Tables and sidebars are also included.
"Magisterial. . . . A learned, brilliant and enjoyable study."—Géza Vermès, Times Literary Supplement In this exciting
book, Paula Fredriksen explains the variety of New Testament images of Jesus by exploring the ways that the new
Christian communities interpreted his mission and message in light of the delay of the Kingdom he had preached. This
edition includes an introduction reviews the most recent scholarship on Jesus and its implications for both history and
theology. "Brilliant and lucidly written, full of original and fascinating insights."—Reginald H. Fuller, Journal of the American
Academy of Religion "This is a first-rate work of a first-rate historian."—James D. Tabor, Journal of Religion "Fredriksen
confronts her documents—principally the writings of the New Testament—as an archaeologist would an especially rich
complex site. With great care she distinguishes the literary images from historical fact. As she does so, she explains the
images of Jesus in terms of the strategies and purposes of the writers Paul, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John."—Thomas
D’Evelyn, Christian Science Monitor
This revised edition of a proven textbook offers an up-to-date articulation of a conservative evangelical position on Old
Testament history.
Ethics in Ancient Israel is a study of ethical thinking in ancient Israel from around the eighth to the second century BC.
The evidence for this consists primarily of the Old Testament/Hebrew Bible and Apocrypha, but also other ancient Jewish
writings such as the Dead Sea Scrolls and various anonymous and pseudonymous texts from shortly before the New
Testament period. Professor John Barton argues that there were several models for thinking about ethics, including a
'divine command' theory, something approximating to natural law, a virtue ethic, and a belief in human custom and
convention. Moreover, he examines ideas of reward and punishment, purity and impurity, the status of moral agents and
patients, imitation of God, and the image of God in humanity. Barton maintains that ethical thinking can be found not only
in laws but also in the wisdom literature, in the Psalms, and in narrative texts. There is much interaction with recent
scholarship in both English and German. The book features discussion of comparative material from other ancient Near
Eastern cultures and a chapter on short summaries of moral teaching, such as the Ten Commandments. This innovative
work should be of interest to those concerned with the interpretation of the Old Testament but also to students of ethics.
Intended primarily as a textbook for undergraduates, this volume has the following major divisions, each divided into
chapters: I. "An introduction to the People" (including the "essential stance" of the biblical material, methods of analysis,
and the geographical setting); II. "The Origins of the People" (including a brief history of Old Testament criticism, the
patriarchal traditions, the exodus event, and the covenant at Sinai); III. "The Growth of the People" (from the wilderness
period to the time of Elijah); IV. "The Demise of the People" (from the emergence of the literary prophets to the time of
exile); V. "The Renewal of the People" (from Second Isaiah through the end of the Old Testament period). There is an
extensive bibliography (arranged topically and by chapters), indexes of authors and subjects, and photos and maps
scattered appropriately throughout the volume. Book jacket.
When this provocative text was first published, Lemche presented a new model of how we should understand Israelite
society, its history and its religion. Lemche argues first that 'Israel' was the result of a social development among the
Canaanite population of Palestine in the second half of the second millennium BCE. This implies that Israelite religion
was originally 'Canaanite' and that what we think of as typically 'Jewish' religion did not arise until c. 500 BCE. Lemche's
radical reassessment of Israelite history is based on the conviction that the Old Testament contains hardly any historical
sources older than the seventh century BCE. The early history of Israel must therefore be reconstructed from
archaeological results and non-biblical evidence, not from the Old Testament. In this new edition Lemche provides an
extensive new introduction and bibliography, considering how the field has developed since the work first appeared.
Immensely readable and digestible in just a few sittings, this book examines the complete history of ancient Israel—from
Abraham to the Roman destruction of the Second Temple in 70 A.D.Offers highest-quality authorship from respected
leaders in their fields. Provides numerous color and black-and-white photos, maps, charts, and timelines. Gives a
broader sweep of history, starting at an earlier point and/or ending at a later point than other books on the subject. Adds
and updates evidence, analysis, and insights of events, based on developments since the book's first edition.Perfect for
adult study groups and Bible groups, and anyone who wants to learn more about Israel's history or needs a refresher
course.
A team of international authors builds a case for a positive appraisal of biblical Israel. Approaching the authenticity of
Scripture from several angles--philosophical, archaeological, and literary--the contributors attack the issues involved in
this controversial area.
In a unique way this study probes the linguistic, sociological, religious and theological issues associated with being
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physically disabled in the ancient Near East. By examining the law collections, societal conventions and religious
obligations towards individuals who were physically disabled Fiorello gives us an understanding of the world a disabled
person would enter. He explores the connection between the literal use of disability language and the metaphorical use
of this language made in biblical prophetic literature as a prophetic critique of Israel's dysfunctional relationship with God.
COMMENDATIONS "In this well-researched volume Michael Fiorello has made a significant contribution to the study of
disability in the Bible in the context of its ancient Near Eastern world. Fiorello's work needs to be taken seriously in the
church, the academy, and the world." - Richard E. Averbeck, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, USA
Four respected scholars of the Hebrew Bible and early Judaism provide a clear portrait of the family in ancient Israel.
Important theological and ethical implications are made for the family today. The Family, Culture, and Religion series
offers informed and responsible analyses of the state of the American family from a religious perspective and provides
practical assistance for the family's revitalization.
Leading Experts Introduce the People and Contexts of the Old Testament What people groups interacted with ancient
Israel? Who were the Hurrians and why do they matter? What do we know about the Philistines, the Egyptians, the
Amorites, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, and others? In this up-to-date volume, leading experts introduce the peoples
and places of the world around the Old Testament, providing students with a fresh exploration of the ancient Near East.
The contributors offer comprehensive orientations to the main cultures and people groups that surrounded ancient Israel
in the wider ancient Near East, including not only Mesopotamia and the northern Levant but also Egypt, Arabia, and
Greece. They also explore the contributions of each people group or culture to our understanding of the Hebrew
Scriptures. This supplementary text is organized by geographic region, making it especially suitable for the classroom
and useful in a variety of Old Testament courses. Approximately eighty-five illustrative items are included throughout the
book.
A significant achievement, this book moves our understanding of the history of Israel forward as dramatically as John
Bright's A History of Israel, Martin Noth's History of Israel, and William F. Albright's From the Stone Age ot Cristianity did
at an earlier period.
An examination of current methodologies for writing Israel's history.
Relying on archeological artifacts and anthropological study, George Mendenhall re-tells the story of Israel's history and
faith. While careful not to move beyond the evidence, Mendenhall also provides an account of the theological dimensions
of Israel's history.
Encapsulating as it does research that has been undertaken on the sociological, anthropological and political aspects of
the history of ancient Israel, this important book is designed to follow in the tradition of works in the series sponsored by
The Society for Old Testament Study which began with the publication of The People and the Book in 1925. The World of
Ancient Israel is especially concerned to explore in greater depth than comparable studies the areas and degrees of
overlap between approaches to the subject of Old Testament research adopted by scholars and students of theology and
the social sciences. Increasing numbers of scholars have recognised the valuable insights that can be gained from a
cross-disciplinary approach, and it is becoming clear that the early biblical traditions about the formation of the Israelite
state must be examined in the light of comparative anthropology if useful historical conclusions are to be drawn from
them.
Although scholars have for centuries primarily been interested in using the study of ancient Israel to explain, illuminate, and clarify the biblical
story, Megan Bishop Moore and Brad E. Kelle describe how scholars today seek more and more to tell the story of the past on its own terms,
drawing from both biblical and extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient Israel and its neighbors without privileging the biblical perspective.
Biblical History and Israel s Past provides a comprehensive survey of how study of the Old Testament and the history of Israel has changed
since the middle of the twentieth century. Moore and Kelle discuss significant trends in scholarship, trace the development of ideas since the
1970s, and summarize major scholars, viewpoints, issues, and developments.
This is a print on demand book and is therefore non- returnable. From the earliest days of Israel's existence as a people, holy war was a
sacred institution, undertaken as a cultic act of a religious community. The concept of holy war, an intriguing and sometimes disturbing theme
in the Old Testament, is given its most articulate expression in this classic study by the distinguished German scholar Gerhard von Rad. For
Israel, the most important feature of holy war was the demand for faith in Yahweh's saving acts. However, von Rad argues, it was not
Yahweh alone who acted; rather, because they envisioned Yahweh fighting in their behalf the Israelites themselves were inspired -- and
obliged -- to fight even harder. In this regard, the actual events differed vastly from the picture given by the biblical narratives, which downplay
and often exclude the human factor and stress the exclusive warlike action of Yahweh, thus equating holy war with absolute miracle. So
persuasive was von Rad's work on the Old Testament understanding of holy war that it set the standard for all subsequent work on the
subject. Appearing here in English for the first time, this definitive study will prove valuable not only for students and scholars, but for anyone
interested in the theory of holy war and its development throughout biblical history. Ben C, Ollenburger, professor of Old Testament at
Associated Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, has written an introduction to the book. An annotated bibliography by Judith E. Sanderson,
assistant professor of Old Testament at Princeton Theological Seminary, brings the work up to date with current research.
This volume contains 20 articles by leading scholars on the king and Messiah, mostly in the Old Testament, but also in the ancient Near East
and post-biblical Judaism and New Testament. This volume is a major contribution to the study of kingship and messianism in the Old
Testament in particular, but also in the ancient Near East more generally, and in post-biblical Judaism and the New Testament. It contains
contributions by 20 scholars originally presented to the Oxford Old Testament Seminar. Part I, on the ancient Near East, has contributions by
John Baines and W.G. Lambert. Part II, on the Old Testament, has essays by John Day, Gary Knoppers, Alison Salvesen, Carol Smith,
Katharine Dell, Deborah Rooke, S.E. Gillingham, H.G.M. Williamson, J.G. McConville, Knut Heim, Paul Joyce, Rex Mason, John Barton and
David Reimer. Part III, on post-biblical Judaism and the New Testament, is by William Horbury, George Brooke, Philip Alexander and
Christopher Rowland. This noteworthy volume has many fresh insights and is essential reading for all concerned with kingship and
messianism.
Pointing out striking correlations between the catastrophe of 9/11 and the destruction of ancient Jerusalem, Brueggemann shows how the
prophetic biblical response to that crisis was truth-telling in the face of ideology, grief in the face of denial, and hope in the face of despair. He
argues that the same prophetic responses are urgently required from us now if we are to escape the deathliness of denial and despair. --from
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publisher description
The appearance in 1992 of 'In Search of Ancient Israel' generated a still raging controversy about the historical reality of what biblical
scholars call 'Ancient Israel'. But its argument not only takes in the problematic relationship between Iron Age Palestinian archaeology and
the biblical 'Israel' but also outlines the processes that created the literature of the Hebrew bible-the ideological matrix, the scribal milieu, and
the cultural adoption of a national literary archive as religious scripture as part of the process of creating 'Judaisms'. While challenging the
whole spectrum of scholarly consensus about the origins of 'Israel' and its scriptures, it is written more in the style of a textbook for students
than a monograph for scholars because, its author believes, it offers an agenda for the next generation of biblical scholars. 'In this readerfriendly polemic, Davies brilliantly addresses an essential issue and at numerous points represents a vanguard in biblical studies' (Robert B.
Coote, Interpretation). 'A rich mine of provocative quotations, will provoke considerable opposition and debate, and deserves to be read and
reflected on by all biblical scholars' (Keith Whitelam, SOTS Book List).
Praying with Ancient Israel surveys large portions of the Old Testament-including sections that are often overlooked, such as Ruth & Esther,
the Prophets, and Wisdom Literature-and shows how each offers a vital, unique perspective on prayer. Also, since prayer touches every
aspect of life, this book addresses how a theology of prayer in the Old Testament has abiding significance for Christians today. The hope is
that Praying with Ancient Israel will provide fuel for the fire as you study about prayer and grow more deeply in communion with God.
This volume assembles for the first time a representative statement of Judaic learning on the Old Testament as it is studied today by many of
the most important Jewish Bible scholars of the age. A host of internationally known scholars - American, European, and Israeli - here
present a variety of rich perspectives on the study and interpretation of the Scriptures revered by both Judaism and Christianity. These
studies make clear that no single Jewish school of biblical scholarship exists. Rather there is a Jewish approach, involving appreciation for
Hebrew as a living language; the reality of Jewish settlement in the Land of Israel; the continuity of Scripture in the life of Israel, the Jewish
people, and the state of Israel; and a complete and healthy adaptation of the critical perspectives of contemporary scholarship. This unique
and stimulating volume vividly demonstrates the importance and value of critical scholarly discourse on the Hebrew Scripture (Old
Testament) by Jewish scholars for both Christian and Jewish communities.
Hoffmeier finds evidence to support Biblical narratives for the years spent by the Israeli tribes in the wilderness, & explores alternative
theories on the location of Mount Sinai.

This volume brings together essays by an international group of biblical scholars on Old Testament topics, employing
social-scientific methods: anthropology, macro-sociology, social psychology, and so forth.
The definitve guide to the history of ancient Israel. The History of Ancient Israel covers the epic story of Jewish civilisation
from its beginnings to the destruction of Jerusalem, and the Temple in AD 70. It deals with Israel's relations with the great
empires which shaped its development and with the changing internal structure of the Jewish state, drawing both on
excavation and the Hebrew Bible.
In this book William Dever addresses the question that must guide every good historian of ancient Israel: What was life
really like in those days? Writing as an expert archaeologist who is also a secular humanist, Dever relies on
archaeological data, over and above the Hebrew Bible, for primary source material. He focuses on the lives of ordinary
people in the eighth century B.C.E. - not kings, priests, or prophets - people who left behind rich troves of archaeological
information but who are practically invisible in "typical" histories of ancient Israel. --from publisher description.
The history of biblical Israel, as it is told in the Hebrew Bible, differs substantially from the history of ancient Israel as it
can be reconstructed using ancient Near Eastern texts and archaeological evidence. In A Concise History of Ancient
Israel, Bernd U. Schipper uses this evidence to present a critical revision of the history of Israel and Judah from the late
second millennium BCE to the beginning of the Roman period. Considering archaeological material as well as biblical
and extrabiblical texts, Schipper argues that the history of “Israel” in the preexilic period took place mostly in the
hinterland of the Levant and should be understood in the context of the Neo-Assyrian expansion. He demonstrates that
events in the exilic and postexilic periods also played out differently than they are recounted in the biblical books of Ezra
and Nehemiah. In contrast to previous scholarship, which focused heavily on Israel’s origins and the monarchic period,
Schipper’s history gives equal attention to the Persian and early Hellenistic periods, providing confirmation that a wide
variety of forms of YHWH religion existed in the Persian period and persisted into the Hellenistic age. Original and
innovative, this brief history provides a new outline of the historical development of ancient Israel that will appeal to
students, scholars, and lay readers who desire a concise overview.
Guides readers through the themes, central texts, prayers, festivals, and practices of ancient Israel's worship traditions in
the Old Testament.
The view of ancient Israelite religion as monotheistic has long been traditional in Judaism, Christianity and Islam,
religions that have elaborated in their own way the biblical image of a single male deity. But recent archaeological
findings of texts and images from the Iron Age kingdoms of Israel and Judah and their neighbourhood offer a quite
different impression. Two issues in particular raised by these are the existence of a female consort, Asherah, and the
implication for monotheism; and the proliferation of pictorial representations that may contradict the biblical ban on
images. Was the religion of ancient Israel really as the Bible would have us believe? This volume provides a
comprehensive introduction to these issues, presenting the relevant inscriptions and discussing their possible impact for
Israelite monotheism, the role of women in the cult, and biblical theology.
In this groundbreaking work that sets apart fact and legend, authors Finkelstein and Silberman use significant
archeological discoveries to provide historical information about biblical Israel and its neighbors. In this iconoclastic and
provocative work, leading scholars Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman draw on recent archaeological research to
present a dramatically revised portrait of ancient Israel and its neighbors. They argue that crucial evidence (or a telling
lack of evidence) at digs in Israel, Egypt, Jordan, and Lebanon suggests that many of the most famous stories in the
Bible—the wanderings of the patriarchs, the Exodus from Egypt, Joshua’s conquest of Canaan, and David and
Solomon’s vast empire—reflect the world of the later authors rather than actual historical facts. Challenging the
fundamentalist readings of the scriptures and marshaling the latest archaeological evidence to support its new vision of
ancient Israel, The Bible Unearthed offers a fascinating and controversial perspective on when and why the Bible was
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written and why it possesses such great spiritual and emotional power today.
This important work on Prophecy and the Prophets in Ancient Israel is the product of an impressive international team of
twenty-three outstanding scholars, most of whom are well-known, established names, while a few are able, younger
scholars beginning to make their mark on the field. The volume approaches its subject from a remarkable number of
different angles, with essays ranging from Israel's ancient Near Eastern background right through to the New Testament,
but the majority of essays concentrate on Prophecy and the Prophets in the Old Testament. Particular attention is paid to
the following subjects: Prophecy amongst Israel's Ancient Near Eastern Neighbours; Female Prophets in both Israel and
the Ancient Near East; Israelite Prophecy in the Light of modern Sociological, Anthropological and Psychological Insights;
Deuteronomy 18.9-22, the Prophets and Scripture; Elijah, Elisha and Prophetic Succession; the Theology of Amos;
Hosea and the Baal cu All the contributions, previously unpublished, arise from papers delivered at the Oxford Old
Testament seminar.
Worship in Ancient Israel is a history of worship in Israel, from the age of the patriarchs until the New Testament period. The author begins by
discussing the faith of the patriarchs and the ways in which the worship of Yahweh came into Israel. He goes on to discuss aspects of this
worship during the monarchy: the cult, the temple, psalmody, and the relation of prophecy to liturgy. The institution of the Synagogue is then
considered, and the final chapter of the book deals with the forms and the spirit of worship. Professor Rowley reviews all the current
arguments upon the subject with his usual sound judgement. It is my hope, he says, that I may have stimulated interest in an aspect of Old
Testament study which has been far too long neglected and which is today commanding the increasing interest of scholars. Worship in
Ancient Israel is an expansion of the Edward Cadbury Lectures delivered in the University of Birmingham in 1965.
The historical and literary questions about ancient Israel that traditionally have preoccupied biblical scholars have often overlooked the social
realities of life experienced by the vast majority of the population of ancient Israel. Volumes in the Library of Ancient Israel draw on multiple
disciplines -- such as archaeology, anthropology, sociology, and literary criticism -- to illumine the everyday realities and social subtleties
these ancient cultures experienced. This series employs sophisticated methods resulting in original contributions that depict the reality of the
people behind the Hebrew Bible and interprets these scholarly insights for a wide variety of readers. Individually and collectively, these books
will expand our vision of the culture and society of ancient Israel, thereby generating new appreciation for its impact up to the present.Patrick
Miller investigates the role religion played in an expanding circle of influences in ancient Israel: the family, village, tribe, and nation-state. He
situates Israel's religion in context where a variety of social forces affected beliefs, and where popular cults openly competed with the "official"
religion. Miller makes extensive use of both epigraphic and artefactual evidence as he deftly probes the complexities of Iron Age culture and
society and their enduring significance for people today.
A special edition of the Library of Ancient Israel is based on the latest research to provide an in-depth presentation of the land in ancient
times from its domestic life and cultural traditions to its religious practices, in a volume complemented by more than 175 illustrations and
photographs.
Offers readers a concise introduction to the tools and data available for investigating the world of ancient Israel.
A richly illustrated chronology of Israel's kings--from Abraham to Herod--covers 1,500 years and features key data, portraits, genealogical
trees, full-color maps, hundreds of illustrations, and much more.
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