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This collection of new essays and reprints of significant
articles provides a comprehensive picture of Lord Dunsany’s
contribution to fantasy fiction and world literature. These
essays make a case for the continued study of this neglected
but hugely influential writer.
Unknown Conflicts of the Second World War: Forgotten
Fronts is a collection of chapters dealing with various
overlooked aspects of the Second World War. The aim is to
give greater depth and context to the war by introducing new
stories about regions of the world and elements of the war
rarely considered. These chapters represent new discussions
on previously undeveloped narratives that help to expand our
understanding of the interconnectedness of the war. It also
provides an expanded view of the war as a mosaic of
overlapping conflicts rather than a two-sided affair between
massive alliance structures. The Second World War saw
revolutions, civil wars, social upheaval, subversion, and major
geopolitical policy shifts that do not fit neatly into the Allied vs.
Axis 1939–1945 paradigm. This aim is to connect the unseen
dots from around the globe that influenced the big turning
points we think we know well but have really only a superficial
understanding of and in so doing shed new light on the scope
and influence of the war.
Alarming levels of fear and suspicion developed in Australia
following the German victories in Europe of 1940. It was
believed the Nazis had prepared an army of subversives a
Fifth Column to undermine the war effort. These suspicions
plagued the Australian home front for much of the war.
The turbulent history of English/Irish intelligence
reinterpreted, using documents now available for the first
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“Everyone knows about the Home Guard but what about the
other Secret Intelligence Services (SIS and M16)? You can
read about them in [this book].” —This England When Winston
Churchill made his “we shall never surrender” speech in
1940, he was speaking in the knowledge that Britain’s Secret
Intelligence Service was planning a civilian British resistance
movement to mobilize after the country had been occupied.
Britain’s planning for clandestine warfare developed out of a
fierce battle between the Secret Intelligence Service and the
War Office for the control of guerrilla warfare and conflicting
ideas over the legitimacy of armed civilians. A multi-layered
system of secret organizations was the result. The Auxiliary
Units are the best known of these “ungentlemanly” forces,
but in this perceptive new study based on painstaking original
research, Malcolm Atkin clearly demonstrates that they were
never intended as a resistance organization. Instead, they
were designed as a short-term guerrilla force, whilst their
Special Duties Branch was designed to spy on the British
public as much as any Nazi invader. Meanwhile, deep in the
shadows, was the real resistance organization—Section VII of
SIS. Malcolm Atkin’s conclusions will cause controversy
among military historians and will change our understanding
of the preparations made in Britain to resist Nazi occupation
in the Second World War. “[A] detailed yet accessible
historical study.” —ProtoView
This social history argues that the relocation of Irishness from
politics to personal and civic life underpinned England's
interwar stability.
Feeding Frenzy traces the history of the global food system
and reveals the underlying causes of recent turmoil in food
markets. Supplies are running short, prices keep spiking, and
the media is full of talk of a world food crisis. The turmoil has
unleashed some dangerous forces. Food-producing countries
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are banning exports even if this means starving their
neighbors. Governments and corporations are scrambling to
secure control of food supply chains. Powerful groups from
the Middle East and Asia are acquiring farmland in poor
countries to grow food for export — what some call land grabs.
This raises some big questions. Can we continue to feed a
burgeoning population? Are we running out of land and
water? Can we rely on free markets to provide? This book
reveals trends that could lead to more hunger and conflict.
But Paul McMahon also outlines actions that can be taken to
shape a sustainable and just food system.
An Irish Times Best Book of the Year Longlisted for the Bread
and Roses Award for Radical Publishing "Sets Ireland's
post-1916 history in its global and human context, to brilliant
effect." —Neil Hegarty, Irish Times Books of the Year 2015
The Irish Revolution has long been mythologized in American
culture but seldom understood. Too often, the story of Irish
independence and its grinding aftermath in the early part of
the twentieth century has been told only within a parochial
Anglo-Irish context. Now, in the critically acclaimed Bitter
Freedom, Maurice Walsh, with "a novelist's eye for detailing
lives in extremis" (Feargal Keane, Prospect), places
revolutionary Ireland within the panorama of nationalist
movements born out of World War I. Beginning with the
Easter Rising of 1916, Bitter Freedom follows through from
the War of Independence to the end of the post-partition civil
war in 1924. Walsh renders a history of insurrection, treaty,
partition, and civil war in a way that is both compelling and
original. Breaking out this history from reductionist, uplifting
narratives shrouded in misguided sentiment and romantic
falsification, the author provides a gritty, blow-by-blow
account of the conflict, from ambushes of soldiers and the
swaggering brutality of the Black and Tan militias to city
streets raked by sniper fire, police assassinations, and their
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terrible reprisals; Bitter Freedom provides a kaleidoscopic
portrait of the human face of the conflict. Walsh also weaves
surprising threads into the story of Irish independence such
as jazz, American movies, and psychoanalysis, examining the
broader cultural environment of emerging modernity in the
early twentieth century, and he shows how Irish nationalism
was shaped by a world brimming with revolutionary potential
defined by the twin poles of Woodrow Wilson in America and
Vladimir Lenin in Russia. In this “invigorating account”
(Spectator), Walsh demonstrates how this national revolution,
which captured worldwide attention from India to Argentina,
was itself profoundly shaped by international events. Bitter
Freedom is "the most vivid and dramatic account of this
epoch to date" (Literary Review).
The story of a modernist building with a significant place in
the history of Soviet espionage in Britain, where communist
spies rubbed shoulders with British artists, sculptors and
writers
This edited volume examines World War I comparatively in
both small nations and colonial peripheries. Chapters address
subject nations within Europe such as Ireland and Poland;
neutral states, such as Sweden and Spain; and colonies like
German East Africa.
Assesses the War of 1812 in light of the legacy of the
American Revolution, citing the agendas of key contributors
while offering insight into the war's role in shaping the United
States and Canada.
The wartime story of how the Nazi Germany's sent saboteurs
from 1938 onwards to launch acts of terror on the street of
England and amazingly employed collaborators from the IRA,
and attempted to use Scottish and Welsh nationalists.
From living in a tin-roofed shack north of Dar-es-Salaam to
becoming Baroness Park of Monmouth, Daphne Park led a
most unusual life—one that consisted of a lifelong love affair
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with the world of Britain's secret services. In the 1970s, she
was appointed to Secret Intelligence Service's most senior
operational rank as one of its seven Area Controllers—an
extraordinary achievement for a woman working within this
most male-dominated and secretive of organizations. In
Queen of Spies, Paddy Hayes recounts the fascinating story
of the evolution of the British Secret Intelligence Service (SIS)
from World War II to the Cold War through the eyes of
Daphne Park, one of its outstanding and most unusual
operatives. He provides the reader with one of the most
intimate narratives yet of how the modern SIS actually went
about its business whether in Moscow, Hanoi, or the Congo,
and shows how Park was able to rise through the ranks of a
field that had been comprised almost entirely of men. Queen
of SpiesÂ captures all the paranoia, isolation, deception of
Cold War intelligence work, and combines it with the personal
story of one extraordinary woman trying to navigate this
secretive world. Hayes unveils all that it may be possible to
know about the life of one of Britain's most celebrated spies.
Through a consideration of historical memory,
commemoration and the 'imagined communities' of
nationalism, Ireland and India examines three aspects of
Ireland's imperial history: relationships between Irish and
Indian nationalists, the construction of Irishmen as imperial
heroes, and the commemoration of an Irish regiment's mutiny
in India.
This book addresses provides a series of in-depth portraits of
men and women who have been labelled ‘terrorists’, from
the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Bridging historical
methodologies and theoretical approaches to terrorism
studies, it seeks to contribute to the developing historicising
of terrorism studies. This is achieved principally through a
prosopographical approach. In the preponderance of detailed
statistical and quantitative data on the practice of terrorism
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and political violence, the individuals who participate in
terrorist acts are often obscured. While ideologies and
organisations have attracted much scholarly interest, less is
known of the personal trajectories into political violence,
particularly from a historical perspective. The focus on a
relatively narrow cast of high-profile terrorist ‘villains’, to a
large part driven by popular and media attention, results in a
somewhat skewed picture; of equal value, arguably, is a more
sustained reflection on the lives of lesser-known individuals.
The book sits at the juncture between terrorism studies,
historical biography and ethnography. It comprises case
studies of ten individuals who have engaged in political
violence in the nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first
centuries, in a number of locations and with a variety of
ideological motivations, from Russian-inflected anarchism to
Islamist extremism. Through detailed empirical research,
crucial themes in the study of terrorism and political violence
are explored: the diverse individual radicalisation pathways,
the question of disengagement and re-engagement, various
counter-terrorist and counter-insurgency strategies adopted
by governments and security forces, and the changing nature
and perception of terrorism over time. Although not explicitly
comparative, a number of themes resonate between the case
studies, which will be drawn together in the conclusion to this
book. These include the role of migration in radicalisation, the
influence of radical family heritages, the experience of
imprisonment and the narratives which individuals construct
to tell their own terrorist life-stories. It also provides an
historically grounded answer to one of the most contentious
and heated debates in recent literature on terrorism studies:
‘what leads a person to turn to political violence?’ In
examining the life-narratives of a diverse range of men and
women who at some point embraced violence, this book
seeks to contribute to a growing understanding of the entire
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arc of a terrorist lifespan, from radicalisation to mobilisation,
to disengagement and beyond. This book will be of much
interest to students of political violence, terrorism studies,
security studies and politics in general.
‘Who is the enemy?’ This is the question most asked in
modern warfare; gone are the set-piece conventional battles
of the past. Once seen as secondary to more traditional
conflicts, irregular warfare (as modified and refashioned since
the 1990s) now presents a major challenge to the state and
the bureaucratic institutions which have dominated the
twentieth century, and to the politicians and civil servants who
formulate policy.Twenty-first-century conflict is dominated by
counterinsurgency operations, where the enemy is almost
indistinguishable from innocent civilians. Battles are gunfights
in jungles, deserts and streets; winning ‘hearts and minds’ is
as important as holding territory. From struggles in South
Africa, the Philippines and Ireland to operations in Iraq,
Afghanistan and Chechnya, this book covers the strategy and
doctrine of counterinsurgency, and the factors which ensure
whether such operations are successful or not. Recent
ignorance of central principles and the emergence of social
media, which has shifted the odds in favour of the insurgent,
have too often resulted in failure, leaving governments and
their security forces embedded in a hostile population,
immersed in costly and dangerous nation-building.
‘Every spy who was shot in Cork was buried so that nothing
was known about them. They just disappeared.’ These are
the words of an IRA commander recalling the War of
Independence in Cork city. The Year of Disappearances
examines this claim and others like it. It uncovers a web of
suspicion and paranoia that led to scores of men and boys
being abducted from their homes before being executed as
‘enemies of the Republic’ and their bodies buried. While
some of this took place during the War of Independence,
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most of it happened the following year, during the so-called
‘Cork Republic’. The net result was to change the
demographic of the south-eastern corner of the city for ever,
with hundreds of families fleeing and up to fifty individuals
buried in unmarked graves in surrounding areas. Using a
wide range of previously untapped sources, Murphy shines
new light on one of the darker episodes of twentieth-century
Irish history.
During the Second World War and the subsequent Cold War,
foreign agents conducted intelligence-gathering, sabotage,
and subversive operations inside neutral countries aimed at
damaging their opponents' interests. The essays contained in
this collection analyze the risks of espionage operations on
neutral soil as well as the dangers such covert activities
posed for the governments of neutral states. In striving to
avoid involvement in the firing line of the Second World War
or the front line of the Cold War, the contributors argue that
neutral states developed security policies that focused on
protecting their own sovereignty without provoking overt
hostility from any of the great powers. This collection
describes how the warring parties engaged in competition on
neutral territory and analyzes how neutral governments rose
to the existential challenge posed by international spies, their
own venal officials, and even foreign assassins.
In Dublin, the War of Irish Independence (1919-1921) was an
intense and dirty battle between military intelligence agents.
While IRA flying columns fought the British Army and the
Black and Tans in the countryside, the fighting in Ireland's
capital city pitted the wits of IRA commander Michael Collins
against the cloak-and-dagger innovations of British
Intelligence chief Colonel Ormonde de l'Epee Winter. Drawing
on detailed witness statements of Irish participants and
documents and biographies from the British side, this history
chronicles the covert war of assassinations, arrests, torture
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and murder that climaxed in the Bloody Sunday mass
assassination of British intelligence officers by IRA squads in
November 1920.
This final volume in the Cambridge History of Ireland covers
the period from the 1880s to the present. Based on the most
recent and innovative scholarship and research, the many
contributions from experts in their field offer detailed and fresh
perspectives on key areas of Irish social, economic, religious,
political, demographic, institutional and cultural history. By
situating the Irish story, or stories - as for much of these
decades two Irelands are in play - in a variety of contexts,
Irish and Anglo-Irish, but also European, Atlantic and, latterly,
global. The result is an insightful interpretation on the
emergence and development of Ireland during these often
turbulent decades. Copiously illustrated, with special features
on images of the 'Troubles' and on Irish art and sculpture in
the twentieth century, this volume will undoubtedly be hailed
as a landmark publication by the most recent generation of
historians of Ireland.
This book explores Irish participation in the British imperial
project after ‘Southern’ Ireland’s independence in 1922.
Building on a detailed study of the Irish contribution to the
policing of the Palestine Mandate, it examines Irish imperial
servants’ twentieth-century transnational careers, and
assesses the influence of their Irish identities on their
experience at the colonial interface. The factors which
informed Irish enlistment in Palestine’s police forces are
examined, and the impact of Irishness on the personal
perspectives and professional lives of Irish Palestine
policemen is assessed. Irish policing in Palestine is placed
within the broader tradition of the Royal Irish Constabulary
(RIC)-conducted imperial police service inaugurated in the
mid-nineteenth century, and the RIC’s transnational influence
on twentieth-century British colonial policing is evaluated. The
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wider tradition of Irish imperial service, of which policing
formed part, is then explored, with particular focus on British
Colonial Service recruitment in post-revolutionary Ireland and
twentieth-century Irish-imperial identities.
The Irish revolution of 1920-1921 ended in a military and
political stalemate, resolved only through the mutual
compromise incorporated in the Anglo-Irish Treaty. Historians
have long accepted that the one conflict in which there was a
clear winner was that of Intelligence, where British ineptitude
was painfully exposed by the organizational genius of Michael
Collins. This judgement is challenged by the recent release of
two confidential self-assessments prepared for the army and
the police in 1922. Through many setbacks and inefficiencies,
the police report indicates a marked improvement in
operations superintended by that "wicked little white snake",
Sir Ormonde de l'Epee Winter (1875-1962). His report,
though self-serving and flawed, provides a uniquely detailed
and personal account of Intelligence from the inside. The
editor's introduction assesses the purpose, reliability and
significance of these reports. Their publication is a significant
contribution to the study of Irish revolutionary history.
They were sent over here to break the people and they were
a far more dangerous force than the Black and Tans. Commandant Tom BarryIn 1919, Ireland was plunged into a
brutal guerrilla war. Although unconventional warfare made
the British government uncomfortable, senior politicians
realised a specialist unit was needed to fight the insurgency.
In July 1920, a paramilitary corps of former soldiers was
deployed in a supportive role to the police. Trained for swift,
surgical assaults and sent into a war zone with little or no
understanding of the conflict or the locals, the Auxiliary
Division of the RIC trailed a wake of death, hatred and
destruction in incidents such as the Burning of Cork, the
Limerick Curfew Murders and the Battle of Brunswick
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Street.Inaccurate reporting and IRA propaganda also
influenced the impression of these soldiers as bogeymen. As
long as operations and personnel records remain
unexamined, their legacy will be mired in hearsay.Drawing on
archival material from the bloody annals of British imperial
policy, Paul O'Brien reconstructs the actions of the
Auxiliaries, providing a balanced examination of their origins
and operations, without glossing over the brutal details. By
capturing key insights from their manoeuvres, he gives a
controversial account of a side of the War of Independence
rarely studied from an Irish perspective.
How the British Secret Service failed to neutralize Sinn Fein
and the IRA
Today's intelligence community faces challenges that would
have been inconceivable only a dozen years ago. Just as alQaeda's destruction of the Twin Towers heralded a revolution
in global diplomacy, the events of 9/11 also threw two
centuries of spy-craft into turmoil - because this new enemy
could not be bought. Gone were the sleepers and moles
whose trade in secrets had sustained intelligence agencies in
both peacetime and war. A new method of intelligence had
been born. The award-winning former Financial Times
security correspondent Mark Huband here takes us deep
inside this new unseen world of spies and intelligence. With
privileged access to intelligence officers from Rome to Kabul
and from Khartoum to Guantanamo Bay, he reveals how
spies created secret channels to the IRA, deceived Iran's
terrorist allies, frequently attempted to infiltrate al-Qaeda, and
forced Libya to abandon its nuclear weapons. Using accounts
from ex-KGB officers, Huband vividly describes the
devastation caused by the West's misreading of Soviet
intentions in Africa, and explains how ill-prepared western
intelligence agencies were when the Cold War was replaced
by the perception of a new terrorist threat. Benefiting from
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privileged access to intelligence sources across the world,
Trading Secrets provides a unique and controversial
assessment of the catastrophic failure of spies to grasp the
realities of the Taliban's grip on Afghanistan, and draws upon
exclusive interviews with serving officers in assessing the
ability of the major intelligence agencies to combat the threat
of twenty-first century terrorism.
First World War espionage was a fascinating and dangerous
affair, spawning widespread paranoia in its clandestine wake.
The hysteria of the age, stoked by those within the British
establishment who sought to manipulate popular panic,
meant there was no shortage of suspects. Exaggerated
claims were rife: some 80,000 Germans were supposedly
hidden all over Britain, just waiting for an impending (and
imagined) invasion. No one could be trusted... Against this
backdrop, as head of Scotland Yard's Criminal Investigation
Department, it was Basil Thomson's responsibility to hunt,
arrest and interrogate the potential German spies identified
by the nascent British intelligence services. Thomson's story
is an extraordinary compendium of sleuthing and secrets from
a real-life Sherlock Holmes, following the trails of the many
specimens he tracked, including the famous dancer,
courtesan and spy, Mata Hari. Yet his activities gained him
enemies, as did his criticism of British intelligence, his
ambition to control MI5 and his efforts to root out left-wing
revolutionaries - which would ultimately prove to be the
undoing of his career. Odd People is the insightful and wittily
observed account of Thomson's incomparably exciting job,
offering us a rare glimpse into the dizzying world of spies and
the mind of the detective charged with foiling their elaborate
plots. The Dialogue Espionage Classics series began in 2010
with the purpose of bringing back classic out-of-print spy
stories that should never be forgotten. From the Great War to
the Cold War, from the French Resistance to the Cambridge
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Five, from Special Operations to Bletchley Park, this
fascinating spy history series includes some of the best
military, espionage and adventure stories ever told.
Sue Wilkes reveals the shadowy world of Britain's spies,
rebels and secret societies from the late 1780s until 1820.
Drawing on contemporary literature and official records,
Wilkes unmasks the real conspirators and tells the tragic
stories of the unwitting victims sent to the gallows. In this 'age
of Revolutions', when the French fought for liberty, Britain's
upper classes feared revolution was imminent. Thomas
Paine's incendiary Rights of Man called men to overthrow
governments which did not safeguard their rights. Were
Jacobins and Radical reformers in England and Scotland
secretly plotting rebellion? Ireland, too, was a seething
cauldron of unrest, its impoverished people oppressed by
their Protestant masters. Britain's governing elite could not
rely on the armed services even Royal Navy crews mutinied
over brutal conditions. To keep the nation safe, a 'war chest'
of secret service money funded a network of spies to uncover
potential rebels amongst the underprivileged masses. It had
some famous successes: dashing Colonel Despard, friend of
Lord Nelson, was executed for treason. Sometimes in the
deadly game of cat-and-mouse between spies and their prey,
suspicion fell on the wrong men, like poets Wordsworth and
Coleridge. Even peaceful reformers risked arrest for sedition.
Political meetings like Manchester's 'Peterloo' were ruthlessly
suppressed, and innocent blood spilt. Repression bred
resentment and a diabolical plot was born. The stakes were
incredibly high: rebels suffered the horrors of a traitor's death
when found guilty. Some conspirators' secrets died with them
on the scaffold... The spy network had some famous
successes, like the discoveries of the Despard plot, the
Pentrich Rising and the Cato St conspiracy. It had some
notable failures, too. However, sometimes the 'war on terror'
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descended into high farce, like the 'Spy Nozy' affair, in which
poets Wordsworth and Coleridge were shadowed by a special
agent.
The study of Irish history, once riven and constricted, has
recently enjoyed a resurgence, with new practitioners, new
approaches, and new methods of investigation. The Oxford
Handbook of Modern Irish History represents the diversity of
this emerging talent and achievement by bringing together 36
leading scholars of modern Ireland and embracing 400 years
of Irish history, uniting early and late modernists as well as
contemporary historians. The Handbook offers a set of
scholarly perspectives drawn from numerous disciplines,
including history, political science, literature, geography, and
the Irish language. It looks at the Irish at home as well as in
their migrant and diasporic communities. The Handbook
combines sets of wide thematic and interpretative essays,
with more detailed investigations of particular periods. Each
of the contributors offers a summation of the state of
scholarship within their subject area, linking their own
research insights with assessments of future directions within
the discipline. In its breadth and depth and diversity, The
Oxford Handbook of Modern Irish History offers an
authoritative and vibrant portrayal of the history of modern
Ireland.
This book examines the development of imperial intelligence
and policing directed against revolutionaries in the Indian
province of Bengal from the first decade of the twentieth
century through the beginning of the Second World War.
Colonial anxieties about the 'Bengali terrorist' led to the
growth of an extensive intelligence apparatus within Bengal.
This intelligence expertise was in turn applied globally both to
the policing of Bengali revolutionaries outside India and to
other anticolonial movements which threatened the empire.
The analytic framework of this study thus encompasses local
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events in one province of British India and the global
experiences of both revolutionaries and intelligence agents.
The focus is not only on the British intelligence officers who
orchestrated the campaign against the revolutionaries, but
also on their interactions with the Indian officers and
informants who played a vital role in colonial intelligence
work, as well as the perspectives of revolutionaries and their
allies, ranging from elite anticolonial activists to subaltern
maritime workers.
Orphan Johnny Dunne has fled Balbriggan, where he spied
for the rebels in Ireland’s War of Independence. Now he has
a new and even more dangerous mission. Rebel leader
Michael Collins engages in a cut-throat secret war with British
Intelligence: and Johnny, Ireland's youngest spy at only
fourteen years of age, finds himself at the centre of the
action. In a Dublin full of gunmen, soldiers, police informers
and the dreaded Black and Tans, Johnny has to watch his
every move. But it’s hard to turn his back on the past,
especially on his friendships with Alice Goodman, and with
Stella Radcliffe, the daughter of a British officer, who risked
her own life to save his. As the War of Independence grows
more lethal, the three friends must decide where their
loyalties lie. Then a secret from Johnny’s past changes
everything...
This detailed account of the Irish Republican Army’s
bombing campaign against Britain during 1939–1940
describes how initial attacks on economic targets turned into
a series of terror bombings causing the deaths of seven
innocent people. Though two IRA members were hanged, the
real men responsible, named here, escaped. The author
covers the political situation in Ireland prior to the attacks, the
recruiting and training of the bombers, the bombing campaign
and the trial of two men for the murder of five people in
Coventry.
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Between 1919 and 1923, Ireland was engulfed by violence as
the Irish Republican Army (IRA) fought a guerrilla campaign
against the British state and later fellow Irishmen and women
in pursuit of an Irish Republic. Police barracks and
government offices were attacked and burned, soldiers and
policemen were killed and the economic and social life of the
country was dislocated. Britain itself was a theatre in the war
too. 'In the heart of enemy lines', as one IRA leader put it,
cities such as London, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastleupon-Tyne, Glasgow and their environs saw the
establishment of IRA companies, Irish Republican
Brotherhood circles, Cumann na mBan branches and Na
Fianna Éireann troops. Composed of Irish emigrants and the
descendants of emigrants, these organizations worked to
help their comrades across the Irish Sea. Their most
important activity was gunrunning, acquiring and smuggling
weapons to Ireland. In November 1920, setting fire to
warehouses and timber yards in Liverpool, they launched a
campaign of violence. Meanwhile, mass-membership
organizations such as the Irish Self-Determination League of
Great Britain and Sinn Féin sought to persuade the British
public of Ireland's right to independence. Republican leaders
such as Michael Collins, Rory O'Connor and Liam Mellows
took a keen interest in these exploits. Making extensive use
of archival sources and memoirs, The IRA in Britain is the first
book to study this little known aspect of the Irish
Revolutionary period. Tracing the history of the Irish
Volunteers in Britain from their establishment in 1914 and
participation in the Easter Rising two years later, through the
weapons' smuggling activities and violent operations of the
War of Independence to the bitter divisions of the Civil War
and the response of the authorities, The IRA in Britain
highlights the important role played by those outside of
Ireland in the Revolution.
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Elizabeth Bowen: A Literary Life reinvents Bowen as
a public intellectual, propagandist, spy, cultural
ambassador, journalist, and essayist as well as a
writer of fiction. Patricia Laurence counters the
popular image of Bowen as a mannered, reserved
Anglo-Irish writer and presents her as a bold,
independent woman who took risks and made her
own rules in life and writing. This biography
distinguishes itself from others in the depth of
research into the life experiences that fueled
Bowen’s writing: her espionage for the British
Ministry of Information in neutral Ireland, 1940-1941,
and the devoted circle of friends, lovers, intellectuals
and writers whom she valued: Isaiah Berlin, William
Plomer, Maurice Bowra, Stuart Hampshire, Charles
Ritchie, Sean O’Faolain, Virginia Woolf, Rosamond
Lehmann, and Eudora Welty, among others. The
biography also demonstrates how her feelings of
irresolution about national identity and gender roles
were dispelled through her writing. Her vivid fiction,
often about girls and women, is laced with irony
about smooth social surfaces rent by disruptive
emotion, the sadness of beleaguered adolescents,
the occurrence of cultural dislocation, historical
atmosphere, as well as undercurrents of violence in
small events, and betrayal and disappointment in
romance. Her strong visual imagination—so much a
part of the texture of her writing—traces places,
scenes, landscapes, and objects that subliminally
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reveal hidden aspects of her characters. Though her
reputation faltered in the 1960s-1970s given her
political and social conservatism, now, readers are
discovering her passionate and poetic temperament
and writing as well as the historical consciousness
behind her worldly exterior and writing.
Informers have been active during many periods of
unrest in Ireland but, until Tudor times, they had
never been an organized phenomenon until the
twentieth century. The decision (or refusal) to inform
is dangerous—thus the motives of the informers are
compelling, as is their ability to deceive themselves.
Drawing on firsthand and newspaper accounts of the
Easter Rising and other events, this book provides a
history of the gradual development of informing in
Ireland. Each informer’s story details their life and
secrets and the outcome of their actions. All of them
have shared two experiences: the accusation of
informing, whether true or false, and betrayal,
whether committed or endured.
In the early nineteenth century, Britons and
Americans renewed their struggle over the legacy of
the American Revolution, leading to a second
confrontation that redefined North America. Pulitzer
Prize-winning historian Alan Taylor’s vivid narrative
tells the riveting story of the soldiers, immigrants,
settlers, and Indians who fought to determine the
fate of a continent. Would revolutionary
republicanism sweep the British from Canada? Or
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would the British contain, divide, and ruin the shaky
republic? In a world of double identities, slippery
allegiances, and porous boundaries, the leaders of
the republic and of the empire struggled to control
their own diverse peoples. The border divided
Americans—former Loyalists and Patriots—who fought
on both sides in the new war, as did native peoples
defending their homelands. And dissident Americans
flirted with secession while aiding the British as
smugglers and spies. During the war, both sides
struggled to sustain armies in a northern land of
immense forests, vast lakes, and stark seasonal
swings in the weather. After fighting each other to a
standstill, the Americans and the British concluded
that they could safely share the continent along a
border that favored the United States at the expense
of Canadians and Indians. Moving beyond national
histories to examine the lives of common men and
women, The Civil War of 1812 reveals an often
brutal (sometimes comic) war and illuminates the
tangled origins of the United States and Canada.
Moving beyond national histories to examine the
lives of common men and women, The Civil War of
1812 reveals an often brutal (sometimes comic) war
and illuminates the tangled origins of the United
States and Canada.
Irish neutrality during the Second World War
presented Britain with significant challenges to its
security. Exploring how British agencies identified
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and addressed these problems, Eunan O'Halpin
casts fresh light on the significance of both
espionage and cooperation between agencies for
developing wider relations between the two
countries.
British Spies and Irish RebelsBritish Intelligence and
Ireland, 1916-1945Boydell Press
As leader of the Irish Republican Brotherhood and
then the Irish Republican Army (IRA), Michael
Collins developed a bold, new strategy to use
against the British administration of Ireland in the
early twentieth century. His goal was to attack its
well-established system of spies and informers, wear
down British forces with a sustained guerrilla
campaign, and force a political settlement that would
lead to a free Irish Republic. Michael Collins and the
Anglo-Irish War reveals that the success of the Irish
insurgency was not just a measure of Collins’s
revolutionary genius, as has often been claimed.
British miscalculations, overconfidence, and a failure
to mount a sustained professional intelligence effort
to neutralize the IRA contributed to Britain’s defeat.
Although Britain possessed the world’s most
professional secret service, the British intelligence
community underwent a politically driven and illadvised reorganization in early 1919, at the very
moment that Collins and the IRA were going on the
offensive. Once Collins neutralized the local colonial
spy service, the British had no choice but to import
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professional secret service agents. But Britain’s
wholesale reorganization of its domestic
counterintelligence capability sidelined its most
effective countersubversive agency, MI5, leaving the
job of intelligence management in Ireland to Special
Branch civilians and a contingent of quickly trained
army case officers, neither group being equipped—or
inclined—to mount a coordinated intelligence effort
against the insurgents. Britain’s appointment of a
national intelligence director for home affairs in
1919—just as the Irish revolutionary parliament
published its Declaration of Independence—was the
decisive factor leading to Britain’s disarray against
the IRA. By the time the War Office reorganized its
intelligence effort against Collins in mid-1920, it was
too late to reverse the ascendancy of the IRA.
Michael Collins and the Anglo-Irish War takes a
fresh approach to the subject, presenting it as a case
study in intelligence management under conditions
of a broader counterinsurgency campaign. The
lessons learned from this disastrous episode have
stark relevance for contemporary national security
managers and warfighters currently engaged in the
war on terrorism.
What is it like to be in the IRA - or at their mercy?
This study explores the lives and deaths of the
enemies and victims of the County Cork IRA
between 1916 and 1923.
This two-volume history of counterinsurgency covers
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all the major and many of the lesser known
examples of this widespread and enduring form of
conflict, addressing the various measures employed
in the attempt to overcome the insurgency and
examining the individuals and organizations
responsible for everything from counterterrorism to
infrastructure building. • Provides an extremely
broad coverage of counterinsurgency that spans the
period from 1900 to the present day and addresses
geographical areas such as Algeria, India, Northern
Ireland, Iraq, Afghanistan, Malaya, Cyprus, Vietnam,
and many other regions and countries • Supplies
historical and geographical perspectives that enable
the reader to examine each chapter as an
independent case study and compare and contrast
each event with others to draw lessons across time •
Includes an extensive bibliography that covers all
aspects of modern counterinsurgency-based
themes, including geographical regions, theory, and
tactics
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