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In Making Things Happen, James Woodward develops a new and ambitious comprehensive theory of causation and explanation
that draws on literature from a variety of disciplines and which applies to a wide variety of claims in science and everyday life. His
theory is a manipulationist account, proposing that causal and explanatory relationships are relationships that are potentially
exploitable for purposes of manipulation and control. This account has its roots in the commonsense idea that causes are means
for bringing about effects; but it also draws on a long tradition of work in experimental design, econometrics, and statistics.
Woodward shows how these ideas may be generalized to other areas of science from the social scientific and biomedical contexts
for which they were originally designed. He also provides philosophical foundations for the manipulationist approach, drawing out
its implications, comparing it with alternative approaches, and defending it from common criticisms. In doing so, he shows how the
manipulationist account both illuminates important features of successful causal explanation in the natural and social sciences,
and avoids the counterexamples and difficulties that infect alternative approaches, from the deductive-nomological model
onwards. Making Things Happen will interest philosophers working in the philosophy of science, the philosophy of social science,
and metaphysics, and as well as anyone interested in causation, explanation, and scientific methodology.
What is the nature of causation? How is causation linked with explanation? And can there be an adequate theory of explanation?
These questions and many others are addressed in this unified and rigorous examination of the philosophical problems
surrounding causation, laws and explanation. Part 1 of this book explores Hume's views on causation, theories of singular
causation, and counterfactual and mechanistic approaches. Part 2 considers the regularity view of laws and laws as relations
among universals, as well as recent alternative approaches to laws. Part 3 examines the issues arising from deductivenomological explanation, statistical explanation, the explanation of laws and the metaphysics of explanation. Accessible to readers
of all levels, this book provides an excellent introduction to one of the most enduring problems of philosophy.
This series is devoted to publishing books in the fields of epistemology, philosophy of mind, philosophy of language, and
philosophy of science. It is an outstanding platform for state of the art contributions. The studies are carried out in an
argumentative style and advance current debates in a significant manner. While the main publication language is English, we also
welcome German language submissions. All books are peer-reviewed.
Originally published in 1955. The Madhyamika philosophy is, in the author’s view, the philosophy which created a revolution in
Buddhism and through that in the whole range of Indian philosophy. This volume is a study of the Madhyamika philosophy in all its
important aspects and is divided into three parts: Historical: this traces the origin and development of the Madhyamika philosophy.
The second part concentrates on a full and critical exposition of the Madhyamika philosophy, the structure of its dialectic, its
conception of the Absolute and its ethics and religion. The last part of the book compares the Madhyamika with some of the wellknown dialectical systems of the West (Kant, Hegel and Bradley) and undertakes a short study of the different absolutisms
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(Madhyamika, Vijnanavada and the Vedanta).
Breaks through the cultural barriers between Western, Indian, and Chinese philosophy and demonstrates that despite
considerable differences between these three great philosophical traditions, there are fundamental resemblances in their abstract
principles.
Collects more than two thousand entries on philosophy and includes material on classic Western logic as well as international
philosophies such as Marxism, Buddhism, and modern Islamic thought.
Kant on Causality, Freedom, and Objectivity was first published in 1984. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University of Minnesota Press
editions. Kant's account of causation is central to his views on objective truth and freedom. The Second Analogy of Experience, in
the Critique of Pure Reason,where he provides his defense of the causal principle, has long been the focus of intense
philosophical research. In the past twenty years, there have been two major periods of interest in Kantian themes, The first
coincided with a general turn away from positivism by analytic philosophers, and resulted in a fruitful interchange between Kant
scholars and those who applied Kantian ideas to contemporary philosophical problems. In recent years, a new surge of interest in
Kant's work occurred along with the developing controversy over realism generated by the work of Dummett and Putnam. Scholars
now appreciate the extent to which the Kantian causal principle is illuminated by the philosopher's argument that his
transcendental idealism supports an empirical realism. And in turn, Kant's views on objectivity, causation, and freedom are
especially relevant to the philosophical concerns raised by the new debate over realism. The eight papers in this book are drawn
from two conferences that honored Lewis White Beck, an influential Kant scholar. Together with the introductory essay by the
editors, they show the continuing relevance of Kant's analysis for the present-day philosophy of causation.
The Causation Debate in Modern Philosophy examines the debate that began as modern science separated itself from natural
philosophy in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The book specifically explores the two dominant approaches to causation
as a metaphysical problem and as a scientific problem.

Emerging as a hot topic in the mid-twentieth century, causality is one of the most frequently discussed issues in
contemporary philosophy. Thinking about Causes brings together top philosophers from the United States and Europe to
focus on causality as a major force in philosophical and scientific thought.
Why was there a meltdown at the Fukushima power plant? Why do some people get cancer and not others? Why is
global warming happening? Why does one person get depressed in the face of life's vicissitudes while another finds
resilience? Questions like these—questions of causality—form the basis of modern scientific inquiry, posing profound
intellectual and methodological challenges for researchers in the physical, natural, biomedical, and social sciences. In
this groundbreaking book, noted psychiatrist and author Peter Rabins offers a conceptual framework for analyzing
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daunting questions of causality. Navigating a lively intellectual voyage between the shoals of strict reductionism and
relativism, Rabins maps a three-facet model of causality and applies it to a variety of questions in science, medicine,
economics, and more. Throughout this book, Rabins situates his argument within relevant scientific contexts, such as
quantum mechanics, cybernetics, chaos theory, and epigenetics. A renowned communicator of complex concepts and
scientific ideas, Rabins helps readers stretch their minds beyond the realm of popular literary tipping points, blinks, and
freakonomic explanations of the world.
Structural realism has rapidly gained in popularity in recent years, but it has splintered into many distinct denominations,
often underpinned by diverse motivations. There is, no monolithic position known as ‘structural realism,’ but there is a
general convergence on the idea that a central role is to be played by relational aspects over object-based aspects of
ontology. What becomes of causality in a world without fundamental objects? In this book, the foremost authorities on
structural realism attempt to answer this and related questions: ‘what is structure?’ and ‘what is an object?’ Also
featured are the most recent advances in structural realism, including the intersection of mathematical structuralism and
structural realism, and the latest treatments of laws and modality in the context of structural realism. The book will be of
interest to philosophers of science, philosophers of physics, metaphysicians, and those interested in foundational aspects
of science.
A comprehensive treatment of the concept of causation in evolutionary biology that makes clear its central role in both
historical and contemporary debates. Most scientific explanations are causal. This is certainly the case in evolutionary
biology, which seeks to explain the diversity of life and the adaptive fit between organisms and their surroundings. The
nature of causation in evolutionary biology, however, is contentious. How causation is understood shapes the structure of
evolutionary theory, and historical and contemporary debates in evolutionary biology have revolved around the nature of
causation. Despite its centrality, and differing views on the subject, the major conceptual issues regarding the nature of
causation in evolutionary biology are rarely addressed. This volume fills the gap, bringing together biologists and
philosophers to offer a comprehensive, interdisciplinary treatment of evolutionary causation. Contributors first address
biological motivations for rethinking evolutionary causation, considering the ways in which development, extra-genetic
inheritance, and niche construction challenge notions of cause and process in evolution, and describing how alternative
representations of evolutionary causation can shed light on a range of evolutionary problems. Contributors then analyze
evolutionary causation from a philosophical perspective, considering such topics as causal entanglement, the
commingling of organism and environment, and the relationship between causation and information. Contributors John A.
Baker, Lynn Chiu, David I. Dayan, Renée A. Duckworth, Marcus W Feldman, Susan A. Foster, Melissa A. Graham,
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Heikki Helanterä, Kevin N. Laland, Armin P. Moczek, John Odling-Smee, Jun Otsuka, Massimo Pigliucci, Arnaud
Pocheville, Arlin Stoltzfus, Karola Stotz, Sonia E. Sultan, Christoph Thies, Tobias Uller, Denis M. Walsh, Richard A.
Watson
Too often Buddhism has been subjected to the Procrustean box of western thought, whereby it is stretched to fit fixed
categories or had essential aspects lopped off to accommodate vastly different cultural norms and aims. After several
generations of scholarly discussion in English-speaking communities, it is time to move to the next hermeneutical stage.
Buddhist philosophy must be liberated from the confines of a quasi-religious stereotype and judged on its own merits.
Hence this work will approach Chinese Buddhism as a philosophical tradition in its own right, not as an historical afterthought nor as an occasion for comparative discussions that assume the west alone sets the standards for or is the origin
of philosophy and its methodologies. Viewed within their own context, Chinese Buddhist philosophers have much to
contribute to a wide range of philosophical concerns, including metaphysics, epistemology, ethics, philosophy of
language, philosophy of mind, and philosophy of religion, even though Western divisions of philosophy may not exhaust
the rich contents of Chinese Buddhist philosophy. .
Causation is at once familiar and mysterious. Many believe that the causal relation is not directly observable, but that we
nevertheless can somehow detect its presence in the world. Common sense seems to have a firm grip on causation, and
much work in the natural and social sciences relies on the idea. Yet neither common sense nor extensive philosophical
debate has led us to anything like agreement on the correct analysis of the concept of causation, or an account of the
metaphysical nature of the causal relation. Contemporary debates are driven by opposing motivations, conflicting
intuitions, and unarticulated methodological assumptions. Causation: A User's Guide cuts a clear path through this
confusing but vital landscape. L. A. Paul and Ned Hall guide the reader through the most important philosophical
treatments of causation, negotiating the terrain by taking a set of examples as landmarks. Special attention is given to
counterfactual and related analyses of causation. Using a methodological principle based on the close examination of
potential counterexamples, they clarify the central themes of the debate about causation, and cover questions about
causation involving omissions or absences, preemption and other species of redundant causation, and the possibility that
causation is not transitive. Along the way, Paul and Hall examine several contemporary proposals for analyzing the
nature of causation and assess their merits and overall methodological cogency. The book is designed to be of value
both to trained specialists and those coming to the problem of causation for the first time. It provides the reader with a
broad and sophisticated view of the metaphysics of the causal relation.
Explore the nature of our material world in a unique sourcebook, conceived by the Dalai Lama, collecting the scientific
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observations found in classical Buddhist treatises. Under the visionary supervision of His Holiness the Dalai Lama,
Science and Philosophy in the Indian Buddhist Classics brings together classical Buddhist explorations of the nature of
our material world and the human mind and puts them into context for the modern reader. It is the Dalai Lama’s view that
the explorations by the great masters of northern India in the first millennium CE still have much that is of interest today,
whether we are Buddhist or not. Volume 1, The Physical World, explores of the nature of our material world—from the
macroscopic to the microscopic. It begins with an overview of the many frameworks, such as the so-called five
aggregates, that Buddhist thinkers have used to examine the nature and scope of reality. Topics include sources of
knowledge, the scope of reason, the nature and constituents of the material world, theories of the atom, the nature of
time, the formation of the universe, and the evolution of life, including a detailed explanation of the early Buddhist
theories on fetal development. The volume even contains a brief presentation on early theories about the structure and
function of the brain and the role of microorganisms inside the human body. The book weaves together passages from
the works of great Buddhist thinkers like Asanga, Vasubandhu, Nagarjuna, Dignaga, and Dharmakirti. Each of the major
topics is introduced by Thupten Jinpa, the Dalai Lama’s principal English-language translator and founder of the Institute
of Tibetan Classics.
Convinced that the crisis in contemporary Western philosophy rises from the sundering of moral or value considerations
from notions of rationality and the nature of reality, Deutsch (philosophy, U. of Hawai'i) advocates a kind of pluralistic but
not relativistic philosophical anthropology, ontology, ethics, and epistemology in a cross-cultural context. Annotation
copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.
This book aims to show that recent developments in neuroscience permit a defense of free will. Through language, human beings
can escape strict biological determinism.
History and Philosophy of Psychology introduces students to the historical development of psychology and encourages them to
explore the theoretical and philosophical implications. Distinct from other books on the history of psychology, the authors include
ideas from both Eastern and Western philosophies.
Seminal essays on environmental philosophy from Indian, Chinese, and Japanese traditions of thought. Environmental Philosophy
in Asian Traditions of Thought provides a welcome sequel to the foundational volume in Asian environmental ethics Nature in
Asian Traditions of Thought. That volume, edited by J. Baird Callicott and Roger T. Ames and published in 1989, inaugurated
comparative environmental ethics, adding Asian thought on the natural world to the developing field of environmental philosophy.
This new book, edited by Callicott and James McRae, includes some of the best articles in environmental philosophy from the
perspective of Asian thought written more recently, some of which appear in print for the first time. Leading scholars draw from the
Indian, Chinese, and Japanese traditions of thought to provide a normative ethical framework that can address the environmental
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challenges being faced in the twenty-first century. Hindu, Buddhist, Confucian, and Daoist approaches are considered along with
those of Zen, Japanese Confucianism, and the contemporary philosophy of the Kyoto School. An investigation of environmental
philosophy in these Asian traditions not only challenges Western assumptions, but also provides an understanding of Asian
philosophy, religion, and culture that informs contemporary environmental law and policy.
While the philosophical discussion of Zen spirituality reaches its limit, poetry offers an effective expression of the sublime
experiences. From a poetic perspective, enlightenment is understood as poetic leaps in the spiritual journey, which brings people
from the habitually or conventionally established world toward new horizons of consciousness. This leap is a breakthrough in the
overall consciousness, rather than a progression in contemplative thought. Therefore, it cannot be adequately described through
abstract representation, but poetry can metaphorically capture this leap and reveal both the spiritual meaning and the practical
wisdom of enlightenment. This book will take you on this fantastic journey of enlightenment.
Written by one of the preeminent researchers in the field, this book provides a comprehensive exposition of modern analysis of
causation. It shows how causality has grown from a nebulous concept into a mathematical theory with significant applications in
the fields of statistics, artificial intelligence, economics, philosophy, cognitive science, and the health and social sciences. Judea
Pearl presents and unifies the probabilistic, manipulative, counterfactual, and structural approaches to causation and devises
simple mathematical tools for studying the relationships between causal connections and statistical associations. Cited in more
than 2,100 scientific publications, it continues to liberate scientists from the traditional molds of statistical thinking. In this revised
edition, Judea Pearl elucidates thorny issues, answers readers' questions, and offers a panoramic view of recent advances in this
field of research. Causality will be of interest to students and professionals in a wide variety of fields. Dr Judea Pearl has received
the 2011 Rumelhart Prize for his leading research in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and systems from The Cognitive Science Society.
Why do ideas of how mechanisms relate to causality and probability differ so much across the sciences? Can progress in
understanding the tools of causal inference in some sciences lead to progress in others? This book tackles these questions and
others concerning the use of causality in the sciences.
Contemporary philosophy of science analyzes psychology as a science with special features, because this discipline includes
some specific philosophical problems – descriptive and normative, structural and dynamic. Some of these are particularly relevant
both theoretically (casual explanation) and practically (the configuration of the psychological subject and its relations with
psychiatry). Two central aspects in this book are the role of causality, especially conceived as intervention or manipulation, and the
characterization of the psychological subject. This requires a clarification of scientific explanations in terms of causality in
psychology, because characterizations of causality are quite different in epistemological and ontological terms. One of the most
influential views is James Woodward’s approach to causality as intervention, which entails an analysis of its characteristics, new
elements and limits. This means taking into account the structural and dynamic aspects included in causal cognition and
psychological explanations. Psychology seen as special science also requires us to consider the scientific status of psychology
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and the psychological subject, which leads to limits of naturalism in psychology.
Philosophy of the Buddha is a philosophical introduction to the teaching of the Buddha. It carefully guides readers through the
basic ideas and practices of the Buddha, including kamma (karma), rebirth, the not-self doctrine, the Four Noble Truths, the
Eightfold Path, ethics, meditation, non-attachment, and Nibbâna (Nirvana). The book includes an account of the life of the Buddha
as well as comparisons of his teaching with practical and theoretical aspects of some Western philosophical outlooks, both ancient
and modern. Most distinctively, Philosophy of the Buddha explores how Buddhist enlightenment could enable us to overcome
suffering in our lives and reach our full potential for compassion and tranquillity. This is one of the first books to introduce the
philosophy of the Buddha to students of Western philosophy. Christopher W. Gowans' style is exceptionally clear and appropriate
for anyone looking for a comprehensive introduction to this growing area of interest.
Head hits cause brain damage - but not always. Should we ban sport to protect athletes? Exposure to electromagnetic fields is strongly
associated with cancer development - does that mean exposure causes cancer? Should we encourage old fashioned communication instead
of mobile phones to reduce cancer rates? According to popular wisdom, the Mediterranean diet keeps you healthy. Is this belief scientifically
sound? Should public health bodies encourage consumption of fresh fruit and vegetables? Severe financial constraints on research and
public policy, media pressure, and public anxiety make such questions of immense current concern not just to philosophers but to scientists,
governments, public bodies, and the general public. In the last decade there has been an explosion of theorizing about causality in
philosophy, and also in the sciences. This literature is both fascinating and important, but it is involved and highly technical. This makes it
inaccessible to many who would like to use it, philosophers and scientists alike. This book is an introduction to philosophy of causality - one
that is highly accessible: to scientists unacquainted with philosophy, to philosophers unacquainted with science, and to anyone else lost in the
labyrinth of philosophical theories of causality. It presents key philosophical accounts, concepts and methods, using examples from the
sciences to show how to apply philosophical debates to scientific problems.
This volume brings together a collection of new essays by leading scholars on the subject of causation in the early modern period, from
Descartes to Lady Mary Shepherd. Aimed at researchers, graduate students and advanced undergraduates, the volume advances the
understanding of early modern discussions of causation, and situates these discussions in the wider context of early modern philosophy and
science. Specifically, the volume contains essays on key early modern thinkers, such as Descartes, Hobbes, Spinoza, Leibniz, Hume, Kant. It
also contains essays that examine the important contributions to the causation debate of less widely discussed figures, including Louis la
Forge, Thomas Brown and Lady Mary Shepherd.
A new approach for defining causality and such related notions as degree of responsibility, degrees of blame, and causal explanation.
Causality plays a central role in the way people structure the world; we constantly seek causal explanations for our observations. But what
does it even mean that an event C “actually caused” event E? The problem of defining actual causation goes beyond mere philosophical
speculation. For example, in many legal arguments, it is precisely what needs to be established in order to determine responsibility. The
philosophy literature has been struggling with the problem of defining causality since Hume. In this book, Joseph Halpern explores actual
causality, and such related notions as degree of responsibility, degree of blame, and causal explanation. The goal is to arrive at a definition of
causality that matches our natural language usage and is helpful, for example, to a jury deciding a legal case, a programmer looking for the
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line of code that cause some software to fail, or an economist trying to determine whether austerity caused a subsequent depression. Halpern
applies and expands an approach to causality that he and Judea Pearl developed, based on structural equations. He carefully formulates a
definition of causality, and building on this, defines degree of responsibility, degree of blame, and causal explanation. He concludes by
discussing how these ideas can be applied to such practical problems as accountability and program verification. Technical details are
generally confined to the final section of each chapter and can be skipped by non-mathematical readers.
A Turing Award-winning computer scientist and statistician shows how understanding causality has revolutionized science and will
revolutionize artificial intelligence "Correlation is not causation." This mantra, chanted by scientists for more than a century, has led to a
virtual prohibition on causal talk. Today, that taboo is dead. The causal revolution, instigated by Judea Pearl and his colleagues, has cut
through a century of confusion and established causality -- the study of cause and effect -- on a firm scientific basis. His work explains how
we can know easy things, like whether it was rain or a sprinkler that made a sidewalk wet; and how to answer hard questions, like whether a
drug cured an illness. Pearl's work enables us to know not just whether one thing causes another: it lets us explore the world that is and the
worlds that could have been. It shows us the essence of human thought and key to artificial intelligence. Anyone who wants to understand
either needs The Book of Why.
Bayesian nets are used in artificial intelligence as a calculus for causal reasoning, enabling machines to make predictions, perform
diagnoses, take decisions and even to discover causal relationships. This book brings together how to automate reasoning in artificial
intelligence, and the nature of causality and probability in philosophy.
Causation is a central topic in many areas of philosophy. In metaphysics, philosophers want to know what causation is, and how it is related
to laws of nature, probability, action, and freedom of the will. In epistemology, philosophers investigate how causal claims can be inferred
from statistical data, and how causation is related to perception, knowledge and explanation. In the philosophy of mind, philosophers want to
know whether and how the mind can be said to have causal efficacy, and in ethics, whether there is a moral distinction between acts and
omissions and whether the moral value of an act can be judged according to its consequences. And causation is a contested concept in other
fields of enquiry, such as biology, physics, and the law. This book provides an in-depth and comprehensive overview of these and other
topics, as well as the history of the causation debate from the ancient Greeks to the logical empiricists. The chapters provide surveys of
contemporary debates, while often also advancing novel and controversial claims; and each includes a comprehensive bibliography and
suggestions for further reading. The book is thus the most comprehensive source of information about causation currently available, and will
be invaluable for upper-level undergraduates through to professional philosophers.
Causation is the most fundamental connection in the universe. Without it, there would be no science or technology. There would be no moral
responsibility either, as none of our thoughts would be connected with our actions and none of our actions with any consequences. Nor would
we have a system of law because blame resides only in someone having caused injury or damage. Any intervention we make in the world
around us is premised on there being causal connections that are, to a degree, predictable. It is causation that is at the basis of prediction
and also explanation. This Very Short Introduction introduces the key theories of causation and also the surrounding debates and
controversies. Do causes produce their effects by guaranteeing them? Do causes have to precede their effects? Can causation be reduced to
the forces of physics? And are we right to think of causation as one single thing at all? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to
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get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting
and challenging topics highly readable.
Incorporating cultural and religious contexts, this unique Encyclopedia provides a vital guide to the main concepts and thinkers in Asian
philosophy - starting with Abhidharma and ending with Zurvan. The main philosophical trends and thinkers in each geographical area are
featured, with an emphasis on endtemporary developments and movements. The A-Z structured encyclopedia emphasizes that Asian
philosophy is not merely an ancient form of thought but that it is a living philosophy, with roots in the past, and also a potent and animate
presence today. This translates into the reciprocal exchange of theories between Eastern and Western thinking, for example of new schools
of thought such as orientalism. Requiring no prior knowledge of philosophy, religion or Asian cultures, this book is essential reading for
students, teachers and the interested individual who wishes to gain an understanding of the philosophical basis to Asian cultural systems.
Causation has always been a central topic in the history of philosophy. Many theories causation have been advanced, but not one has
approached anything like general acceptance. Yet the concept of causation is prevalent in many areas of contemporary philosophy: there are
the causal theories of language, of action, of personal identity, of knowledge, of perception, of scientific explanation, and of reference. If
causation is doing all this philosophical work, it seems essential to strive for an intelligible account of what a 'cause' actually is. One obvious
place to start is Hume's analysis of causation, which is generally thought to be the most significant and influential single contribution to the
topic. But despite the widely recognized importance of his analysis, many opposing interpretations surround his causal theory. There are
some commentators who believe that his theory is a version of realism and many others who argue that it is a version of anti-realism. There is
considerable textual evidence for, and also against, each interpretation. Angela Coventry develops a more conciliatory approach. She argues
that Hume's causal theory is best understood as 'quasi-realist' - an intermediate position between realism and anti-realism. This makes sense
of some seemingly contradictory passages in Hume's work and also provides an answer to a major objection which is commonly thought to
devastate his causal theory. Coventry then goes on to outline a general, topic-independent, conception of quasi-realism as distinct from
realistm and anti-realism that allows it to stand as a consistent third alternative.
"This erudite, well-written, highly instructive, and constantly interesting work ... covers a broad spectrum, including Dignaga, Tantrism, and
Ch'an. A single focus is maintained, however, by Kalupahana's insistence on the non-absolutistic, non-foundationalist, non-essentialist
character of the Buddha's philosophy, set off against the absolutism of previous Indian philosophy and against the recurring revivals of
abolutism within the Buddhist tradition itself." --Japanese Journal of Religious Studies, March 1993
The emphasis in this book is on the philosophical outlook of early Buddhism.
Causality--the Central Philosophy of BuddhismUniversity of Hawaii PressActual CausalityMIT Press
A Companion to Buddhist Philosophy is the most comprehensive single volume on the subject available; it offers the very latest scholarship to
create a wide-ranging survey of the most important ideas, problems, and debates in the history of Buddhist philosophy. Encompasses the
broadest treatment of Buddhist philosophy available, covering social and political thought, meditation, ecology and contemporary issues and
applications Each section contains overviews and cutting-edge scholarship that expands readers understanding of the breadth and diversity
of Buddhist thought Broad coverage of topics allows flexibility to instructors in creating a syllabus Essays provide valuable alternative
philosophical perspectives on topics to those available in Western traditions
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