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Agricultural Law in Sub-Saharan Africa: Cases and Comments introduces the subject of agricultural law and economics
to researchers, practitioners, and students in common law countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, and presents information
from the legal system in Botswana, Gambia, Ghana, Lesotho, Malawi, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland,
Tanzania, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. The law and economics approach entails the use of quantitative methods in research.
This is consistent with the expectations in an applied economics field such as agricultural economics. Covering the
general traditional law topics in contracts, torts, and property, the book goes further to introduce cutting-edge and regionrelevant topics, including contracts with illiterate parties, contract farming, climate change, and transboundary water
issues. The book is supported by an extensive list of reference materials, as well as study and enrichment exercises, to
deepen readers’ understanding of the principles discussed in the book. It is a learning tool, first and foremost, and can
be used as a stand-alone resource to teach the subject matter of agricultural law and economics to professionals new to
the subject area as well as to students in law school, agricultural economics, economics, and inter-disciplinary classes.
Offers research findings on such topics as food safety, climate change, transboundary natural resources, international
sale of goods, patents, and trademarks to highlight the future sources of pressure on the agriculture industry Uses casestudies to provide real-world insights into the challenges and considerations of appropriate agricultural law development
Challenges readers to carry out their own research in their areas of study, and to gain some understanding of the
relationship between law, economics, and statistics Includes extensive resources, such as chapter summaries, study
questions, and challenge questions at the end of each chapter to assist instructors and students in gaining full benefits
from using the book Provides separate instructor and student study guides, a test bank, and test bank answers, in
hardcopy and electronic formats
World Agriculture and the Environment presents a unique assessment of agricultural commodity production and the
environmental problems it causes, along with prescriptions for increasing efficiency and reducing damage to natural
systems. Drawing on his extensive travel and research in agricultural regions around the world, and employing statistics
from a range of authoritative sources including the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, the author
examines twenty of the world's major crops, including beef, coffee, corn, rice, rubber, shrimp, sorghum, tea, and tobacco.
For each crop, he offers comparative information including: • a "fast facts" overview section that summarizes key data for
the crop • main producing and consuming countries • main types of production • market trend information and market
chain analyses • major environmental impacts • management strategies and best practices • key contacts and
referencesWith maps of major commodity production areas worldwide, the book represents the first truly global portrait of
agricultural production patterns and environmental impacts.
How we produce and consume food has a bigger impact on Americans' well-being than any other human activity. The
food industry is the largest sector of our economy; food touches everything from our health to the environment, climate
change, economic inequality, and the federal budget. From the earliest developments of agriculture, a major goal has
been to attain sufficient foods that provide the energy and the nutrients needed for a healthy, active life. Over time, food
production, processing, marketing, and consumption have evolved and become highly complex. The challenges of
improving the food system in the 21st century will require systemic approaches that take full account of social, economic,
ecological, and evolutionary factors. Policy or business interventions involving a segment of the food system often have
consequences beyond the original issue the intervention was meant to address. A Framework for Assessing Effects of
the Food System develops an analytical framework for assessing effects associated with the ways in which food is
grown, processed, distributed, marketed, retailed, and consumed in the United States. The framework will allow users to
recognize effects across the full food system, consider all domains and dimensions of effects, account for systems
dynamics and complexities, and choose appropriate methods for analysis. This report provides example applications of
the framework based on complex questions that are currently under debate: consumption of a healthy and safe diet, food
security, animal welfare, and preserving the environment and its resources. A Framework for Assessing Effects of the
Food System describes the U.S. food system and provides a brief history of its evolution into the current system. This
report identifies some of the real and potential implications of the current system in terms of its health, environmental,
and socioeconomic effects along with a sense for the complexities of the system, potential metrics, and some of the data
needs that are required to assess the effects. The overview of the food system and the framework described in this report
will be an essential resource for decision makers, researchers, and others to examine the possible impacts of alternative
policies or agricultural or food processing practices.
Chapter 1: Characteristics of agriculture. Chapter 2: managerial science in agricultural enterprises. Chapter 3: basic
principles of economic analysis in the agricultural enterprise. Chapter 4: methods of obtaining information for analysis
and planning of the agricultural enterprise. Chapter 5: standards of measurement for analyzing the agriculturalenterprise.
Chapter 6: procedures for analyzing and planning the agricultural enterprise. Chapter 7: Farm management analysis in
an integraleconomic development program. Chapter 8: using data on the agricultural enterprise as a guide for future
planning. Chapter 9: indices or coefficients for analyzing alternative production lines. Chapter 10: evaluation alternate
plans by means of comparative budgets.
A respected resource for decades, the Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals has been updated by a
committee of experts, taking into consideration input from the scientific and laboratory animal communities and the public
at large. The Guide incorporates new scientific information on common laboratory animals, including aquatic species, and
includes extensive references. It is organized around major components of animal use: Key concepts of animal care and
use. The Guide sets the framework for the humane care and use of laboratory animals. Animal care and use program.
Page 1/5

Online Library Chapter Three Guided The Agricultural South Answers
The Guide discusses the concept of a broad Program of Animal Care and Use, including roles and responsibilities of the
Institutional Official, Attending Veterinarian and the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee. Animal environment,
husbandry, and management. A chapter on this topic is now divided into sections on terrestrial and aquatic animals and
provides recommendations for housing and environment, husbandry, behavioral and population management, and more.
Veterinary care. The Guide discusses veterinary care and the responsibilities of the Attending Veterinarian. It includes
recommendations on animal procurement and transportation, preventive medicine (including animal biosecurity), and
clinical care and management. The Guide addresses distress and pain recognition and relief, and issues surrounding
euthanasia. Physical plant. The Guide identifies design issues, providing construction guidelines for functional areas;
considerations such as drainage, vibration and noise control, and environmental monitoring; and specialized facilities for
animal housing and research needs. The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals provides a framework for the
judgments required in the management of animal facilities. This updated and expanded resource of proven value will be
important to scientists and researchers, veterinarians, animal care personnel, facilities managers, institutional
administrators, policy makers involved in research issues, and animal welfare advocates.
Contract farming, broadly understood as agricultural production and marketing carried out under a previous agreement
between producers and their buyers, supports the production of a wide range of agricultural commodities and its use is
growing in many countries. Mindful of the importance of enhancing knowledge and awareness of the legal regime
applicable to contract farming operations, the International Institute for the Unification of Private Law (UNIDROIT), the
Food and Agriculture Organizatio n of the United Nations (FAO) and the International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) have prepared this UNIDROIT/FAO/IFAD Legal Guide on Contract Farming. The Guide is a useful tool and
reference point for a broad range of users involved in contract farming practice, policy design, legal research and
capacity building. It can contribute as well to create a favourable, equitable and sustainable environment for contract
farming.
Given the central role of the food and agriculture system in driving so many of the connected ecological, social and economic threats and
challenges we currently face, Rethinking Food and Agriculture reviews, reassesses and reimagines the current food and agriculture system
and the narrow paradigm in which it operates. Rethinking Food and Agriculture explores and uncovers some of the key historical, ethical,
economic, social, cultural, political, and structural drivers and root causes of unsustainability, degradation of the agricultural environment,
destruction of nature, short-comings in science and knowledge systems, inequality, hunger and food insecurity, and disharmony. It reviews
efforts towards ‘sustainable development’, and reassesses whether these efforts have been implemented with adequate responsibility,
acceptable societal and environmental costs and optimal engagement to secure sustainability, equity and justice. The book highlights the
many ways that farmers and their communities, civil society groups, social movements, development experts, scientists and others have
been raising awareness of these issues, implementing solutions and forging ‘new ways forward’, for example towards paradigms of
agriculture, natural resource management and human nutrition which are more sustainable and just. Rethinking Food and Agriculture
proposes ways to move beyond the current limited view of agro-ecological sustainability towards overall sustainability of the food and
agriculture system based on the principle of ‘inclusive responsibility’. Inclusive responsibility encourages ecosystem sustainability based on
agro-ecological and planetary limits to sustainable resource use for production and livelihoods. Inclusive responsibility also places importance
on quality of life, pluralism, equity and justice for all and emphasises the health, well-being, sovereignty, dignity and rights of producers,
consumers and other stakeholders, as well as of nonhuman animals and the natural world. Explores some of the key drivers and root causes
of unsustainability , degradation of the agricultural environment and destruction of nature Highlights the many ways that different stakeholders
have been forging 'new ways forward' towards alternative paradigms of agriculture, human nutrition and political economy, which are more
sustainable and just Proposes ways to move beyong the current unsustainable exploitation of natural resources towards agroecological
sustainability and overall sustainability of the food and agriculture system based on 'inclusive responsibility'
The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2016-2025 provides an assessment of prospects for the coming decade of the agricultural commodity
markets across 41 countries and 12 regions, including OECD countries and key agricultural producers, such as India, China, Brazil, the
Russian Federation and Argentina.
This book, specially prepared for soil scientistsand engineers, offers comprehensivecoverage of basic soil concepts, systematics,mapping
and examination procedures forsoils. The Manual is universally useful andis the primary reference on principles andtechnical detail for local,
State and Federalcontributions to authorized soil surveys.Soil scientists concerned with soil surveysin other countries have used it as
well.Teachers have used it both as a text and as areference for students.
Here in one easy-to-understand volume are the statistical procedures and techniques the agricultural researcher needs to know in order to
design, implement, analyze, and interpret the results of most experiments with crops. Designed specifically for the non-statistician, this
valuable guide focuses on the practical problems of the field researcher. Throughout, it emphasizes the use of statistics as a tool of
research—one that will help pinpoint research problems and select remedial measures. Whenever possible, mathematical formulations and
statistical jargon are avoided. Originally published by the International Rice Research Institute, this widely respected guide has been totally
updated and much expanded in this Second Edition. It now features new chapters on the analysis of multi-observation data and experiments
conducted over time and space. Also included is a chapter on experiments in farmers' fields, a subject of major concern in developing
countries where agricultural research is commonly conducted outside experiment stations. Statistical Procedures for Agricultural Research,
Second Edition will prove equally useful to students and professional researchers in all agricultural and biological disciplines. A wealth of
examples of actual experiments help readers to choose the statistical method best suited for their needs, and enable even the most
complicated procedures to be easily understood and directly applied. An International Rice Research Institute Book
How can the United States meet demands for agricultural production while solving the broader range of environmental problems attributed to
farming practices? National policymakers who try to answer this question confront difficult trade-offs. This book offers four specific strategies
that can serve as the basis for a national policy to protect soil and water quality while maintaining U.S. agricultural productivity and
competitiveness. Timely and comprehensive, the volume has important implications for the Clean Air Act and the 1995 farm bill. Advocating a
systems approach, the committee recommends specific farm practices and new approaches to prevention of soil degradation and water
pollution for environmental agencies. The volume details methods of evaluating soil management systems and offers a wealth of information
on improved management of nitrogen, phosphorus, manure, pesticides, sediments, salt, and trace elements. Landscape analysis of nonpoint
source pollution is also detailed. Drawing together research findings, survey results, and case examples, the volume will be of interest to
federal, state, and local policymakers; state and local environmental and agricultural officials and other environmental and agricultural
specialists; scientists involved in soil and water issues; researchers; and agricultural producers.
Agricultural Statistics
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Introduction and history; Rainfall-runoff erosivity factor (R); Soil erodibility factor (K); Slope length and steepness factors (LS); Covermanagement factor (C); Support practice factor (P); RUSLE user guide; Coversion to SI metric system; Calculation of EI from recordingraingage records; Estimating random roughness in the field; Parameter values for major agricultural crops and tillage operations.
Over approximately the past 40 years, many developing countries invested in the establishment of agricultural market information systems or
services (MIS). These systems or services were initially run by government agencies, but since the turn of the millennium private
organizations have shown interest in providing data on a commercial basis. To date, however, these private services, while usually being
more efficient than the government-run ones, have also largely depended on donor support for their continued operation. It has proved
difficult to develop a profitable business model as many of the clients are small farmers and traders. Agricultural market information systems
or services (MIS) can cover staples, horticultural crops, livestock, and export commodities. They are generally designed to collect, process,
and disseminate or distribute data of relevance to farmers, traders and other buyers, such as processors, but the data they generate can also
be used for a variety of purposes by governments, donors, international organizations and others.
Agricultural transformation and development are critical to the livelihoods of more than a billion small-scale farmers and other rural people in
developing countries. Extension and advisory services play an important role in such transformation and can assist farmers with advice and
information, brokering and facilitating innovations and relationships, and dealing with risks and disasters. Agricultural Extension: Global
Status and Performance in Selected Countries provides a global overview of agricultural extension and advisory services, assesses and
compares extension systems at the national and regional levels, examines the performance of extension approaches in a selected set of
country cases, and shares lessons and policy insights. Drawing on both primary and secondary data, the book contributes to the literature on
extension by applying a common and comprehensive framework — the “best-fit” approach — to assessments of extension systems, which
allows for comparison across cases and geographies. Insights from the research support reforms — in governance, capacity, management,
and advisory methods — to improve outcomes, enhance financial sustainability, and achieve greater scale. Agricultural Extension should be a
valuable resource for policymakers, extension practitioners, and others concerned with agricultural development.
Greenhouse gas emissions by the livestock sector could be cut by as much as 30 percent through the wider use of existing best practices
and technologies. FAO conducted a detailed analysis of GHG emissions at multiple stages of various livestock supply chains, including the
production and transport of animal feed, on-farm energy use, emissions from animal digestion and manure decay, as well as the postslaughter transport, refrigeration and packaging of animal products. This report represents the most comprehensive estimate made to-date of
livestocks contribution to global warming as well as the sectors potential to help tackle the problem. This publication is aimed at professionals
in food and agriculture as well as policy makers.
This book is the outcome of more than 20 years of experience of the author in teaching and research field. The wider scope and coverage of
the book will help not only the students/ researchers/professionals in the field of agriculture and allied disciplines, but also the researchers
and practitioners in other fields. Written in simple and lucid language, the book would appeal to all those who are meant to be benefitted out
of it. All efforts have been made to present "RESEARCH", its meaning, intention and usefulness. The book reflects current methodological
techniques used in interdisciplinary research, as illustrated with many relevant worked out examples. Designing of research programme,
selection of variables, collection of data and their analysis to interpret the data are discussed extensively. Statistical tools are complemented
with real-life examples, making the otherwise complicated subject like statistics seem simpler. Attempts have been made to demonstrate how
a user can solve the problems using simple computer-oriented programme. Emphasis is placed not only on solving the problems in various
fields but also on drawing inferences from the problems. The importance of instruments and computers in research processes and statistical
analyses along with their misuse/incorrect use is also discussed to make the user aware about the correct use of specific technique. In all the
chapters, theories are combined with examples, and steps are enumerated to follow the correct use of the available packages like
MSEXCELL, SPSS, SPAR1, SAS etc. Utmost care has been taken to present varied range of research problems along with their solutions in
agriculture and allied fields which would be of immense use to readers.
Richtlijnen voor de werker in het veld om problemen te ondervangen ten aanzien van de waterkwaliteit voor irrigatie-doeleinden. Tenslotte
worden praktijkervaringen uit diverse gebieden vermeld

vate, operate, or manage a farm for profit, either as owner or tenant. A farm includes livestock, dairy, poultry, fish, fruit, and truck
farms. It also includes plantations, ranches, ranges, and orchards and groves. This publication explains how the federal tax laws
apply to farming. Use this publication as a guide to figure your taxes and complete your farm tax return. If you need more
information on a subject, get the specific IRS tax publication covering that subject. We refer to many of these free publications
throughout this publication. See chapter 16 for information on ordering these publications. The explanations and examples in this
publication reflect the Internal Revenue Service's interpretation of tax laws enacted by Congress, Treasury regulations, and court
decisions. However, the information given does not cover every situation and is not intended to replace the law or change its
meaning. This publication covers subjects on which a court may have rendered a decision more favorable to taxpayers than the
interpretation by the IRS. Until these differing interpretations are resolved by higher court decisions, or in some other way, this
publication will continue to present the interpretation by the IRS.
Aquaponics is the integration of aquaculture and soilless culture in a closed production system. This manual details aquaponics for
small-scale production--predominantly for home use. It is divided into nine chapters and seven annexes, with each chapter
dedicated to an individual module of aquaponics. The target audience for this manual is agriculture extension agents, regional
fisheries officers, non-governmental organizations, community organizers, government ministers, companies and singles
worldwide. The intention is to bring a general understanding of aquaponics to people who previously may have only known about
one aspect.
At Clay Bottom Farm, author Ben Hartman and staff practice kaizen, or continuous improvement, cutting out more waste--of time,
labor, space, money, and more--every year and aligning their organic production more tightly with customer demand. Applied
alongside other lean principles originally developed by the Japanese auto industry, the end result has been increased profits and
less work. In this field-guide companion to his award-winning first book, The Lean Farm, Hartman shows market vegetable
growers in even more detail how Clay Bottom Farm implements lean thinking in every area of their work, including using kanbans,
or replacement signals, to maximize land use; germination chambers to reduce defect waste; and right-sized machinery to save
money and labor and increase efficiency. From finding land and assessing infrastructure needs to selling perfect produce at the
farmers market, The Lean Farm Guide to Growing Vegetables digs deeper into specific, tested methods for waste-free farming
that not only help farmers become more successful but make the work more enjoyable. These methods include: Using Japanese
paper pot transplanters Building your own germinating chambers Leaning up your greenhouse Making and applying simple
composts Using lean techniques for pest and weed control Creating Heijunka, or load-leveling calendars for efficient planning
Farming is not static, and improvement requires constant change. The Lean Farm Guide to Growing Vegetables offers strategies
for farmers to stay flexible and profitable even in the face of changing weather and markets. Much more than a simple exercise in
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cost-cutting, lean farming is about growing better, not cheaper, food--the food your customers want.
In Organic Hobby Farming, Andy Tomolonis, a longtime organic gardener, part-time hobby farmer, and award-winning Bostonarea journalist, strips down the concept of "organic" and explains why natural farming has emerged as the healthiest and most
viable method of growing for hobby farms and other small-scale operations. In addition to the improved taste and the appeal of
excluding toxic materials, organic farming benefits farmers, their families, and the environment. It offers economic plusses as well.
The current consumer demand for "local" and "organic" food underscores the need for small hobby farms that offer unique highend goods. Tomolonis explains the basic principles of organic farming and describes how hobby farmers and their families can eat
healthier, save money, help preserve the environment, and even turn their passion into a small-scale side business.Chapter 1 will
help you assess the land you live on to determine whether it's suited for organic vegetables, fruit, berries, or livestock. Farmers
who are looking to lease or buy land will find practical advice on how to evaluate properties and find their best use, taking climate,
soil, water and geography into consideration. In Chapter 2, Tomolonis continues with practical advice on how to choose the right
tools without overspending;starting slowly with quality hand implements and then expanding as you determine the need for costlier
power equipment.Chapter 3 moves on to the heart of any successful organic farm;building the soil. "The Good Earth" brings
readers down to earth, i.e., the soil. You'll learn how to evaluate and improve your soil with compost and cover crops and protect it
from erosion, chemical contamination and other harm. The author also stresses the importance of understanding the complex
relationship between underground soil organisms that play such a crucial role in natural plant health. The best soil, with the right
balance of nutrients and a healthy population of microbes, will help your plants survive hardship, resist diseases and produce
healthier more bountiful harvests, the author explains.Chapter 4 walks you through the steps needed to develop an organized farm
plan. The chapter presents a convenient month-by-month overview of the farmer's year, offering a timeline and detailed
instructions for sowing seeds indoors, transplanting seedlings, guarding against insects and weeds, harvesting, planting cover
crops extending the season and developing a schedule for successive food crops. Whether you want to feed your growing family
all summer long or produce enough food for a small-scale agribusiness, the information here is invaluable. This chapter also
covers organic methods for harnessing the power of nature by luring beneficial insects that will help control farm and garden
pests.Learn about heirlooms, hybrids, and eclectic vegetable varieties in the comprehensive directory of vegetable crops and
herbs introduced in Chapter 5. Tomolonis reveals his favorite varieties, including many alluring heirlooms that have grown in
popularity. Each crop description offers detailed information on soil preparation, sowing, companion planting, and battling weeds
and insects without harmful chemicals. The author, a former produce manager for a national grocery chain, also includes tips for
harvesting crops, prepping them for display, and bringing the goods to market.If you're looking for advice on fruits and berries,
Organic Hobby Farms introduces new options in Chapter 6, where the author suggests ways to branch out with Asian pears,
peaches, and apples, as well as nutritious blueberries, blackberries, raspberries and strawberries. As he does in other chapters,
Tomolonis explains in common terms, how to choose the best varieties for your region, prepare the soil for maximum production,
and deal with pests and diseases organically.Organic Hobby Farming also describes the basics of adding chickens to your farm;for
wholesome organic eggs or pastured meat. Select the right breeds, raise a flock from day-old chicks and protect the birds from
predators and pests the natural way. Tomolonis also delves into the fascinating world of apiculture in Chapter 8. He and his wife,
Valerie, are avid beekeepers with hives that produce gallons of healthy unpasteurized local honey. In addition to bees, the book
provides insight into keeping such small livestock as meat rabbits and dairy goats.Hobby farmers who want to turn their
agricultural skills into a money-making operation will find practical advice in Chapter 9, which discusses commercial options. Learn
how to sell your goods to local restaurants, at farmers' markets, or as part of a community-supported-agriculture (CSA) program.
And, once you make a decision to turn commercial, you'll find advice in developing a business plan, crafting a mission statement,
setting goals, and creating farm budgets. You'll also learn the myriad benefits;and challenges;of becoming USDA certified
organic.Finally, Organic Hobby Farming steers you to multiple sources of additional information with an extensive listing of
resources, broken down by subject and chapter. With Organic Hobby Farming, creative-thinking readers will learn ways to
increase the profitability of their organic ventures. The reader can decide to transform his hobby farm into a specialty destination
for heirloom varieties, organic raw honey, preserves, dried herbs, or a particularly desirable breed of heritage livestock.As
Tomolonis states in the book's introduction, "eat safer, more nutritious food, learn about your soil and plants, support the local food
movement and help save the planet;one acre at a time."
This concise sourcebook takes the guesswork out of locating the best sources of data, a process more important than ever as the
data landscape grows increasingly cluttered. Much of the most frequently used data can be found free online, and this book shows
readers how to look for it with the assistance of user-friendly tools. This thoroughly annotated guide will be a boon to library staff at
public libraries, high school libraries, academic libraries, and other research institutions, with concentrated coverage of Data
sources for frequently researched subjects such as agriculture, the earth sciences, economics, energy, political science,
transportation, and many more The basics of data reference along with an overview of the most useful sources, focusing on free
online sources of reliable statistics like government agencies and NGOs Statistical datasets, and how to understand and make use
of them How to use article databases, WorldCat, and subject experts to find data Methods for citing data Survey Documentation
and Analysis (SDA) software This guide cuts through the data jargon to help librarians and researchers find exactly what they're
looking for.
The State of the World's Land and Water Resources for Food and Agriculture is FAO's first flagship publication on the global
status of land and water resources. It is an 'advocacy' report, to be published every three to five years, and targeted at senior level
decision makers in agriculture as well as in other sectors. SOLAW is aimed at sensitizing its target audience on the status of land
resources at global and regional levels and FAO's viewpoint on appropriate recommendations for policy formulation. SOLAW
focuses on these key dimensions of analysis: (i) quantity, quality of land and water resources, (ii) the rate of use and sustainable
management of these resources in the context of relevant socio-economic driving factors and concerns, including food security
and poverty, and climate change. This is the first time that a global, baseline status report on land and water resources has been
made. It is based on several global spatial databases (e.g. land suitability for agriculture, land use and management, land and
water degradation and depletion) for which FAO is the world-recognized data source. Topical and emerging issues on land and
water are dealt with in an integrated rather than sectoral manner. The implications of the status and trends are used to advocate
remedial interventions which are tailored to major farming systems within different geographic regions.
This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press's mission to seek out and
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cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes highquality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1981.
Macroeconomics, agriculture, and food securityA guide to policy analysis in developing countriesIntl Food Policy Res Inst
George Orwell’s celebrated novella, Animal Farm, is a biting, allegorical, political satire on totalitarianism in general and Stalinism in
particular. One of the most famous works in modern English literature, it is a telling comment on Soviet Russia under Stalin’s brutal
dictatorship based on a cult of personality which was enforced through a reign of terror. The book tells a seemingly simple story of farm
animals who rebel against their master in the hope of stopping their exploitation at the hand of humans and creating a society where animals
would be equal, free and happy. Ultimately, however, the rebellion is betrayed and the farm ends up in a state as bad as it was before. The
novel thus demonstrates how easily good intentions can be subverted into tyranny.Orwell has himself said that it was the first book in which
he had tried, with full consciousness of what he was doing, ‘to fuse political purpose and artistic purpose into one whole.’ The book was first
published in England in 1945, and has since then remained a favourite with readers all over the world, and has consistently been included in
all prestigious bestseller lists for the past many years.
Why write a book on macroeconomic policies and their links to agriculture and food security in developing countries? The food price spikes of
the years just prior to 2010 and the economic, political, and social dislocations they generated refocused the attention of policymakers and
development practitioners on the agricultural sector and food security concerns. But even without those traumatic events, the importance of
agriculture for developing countries—and for an adequate functioning of the world economy— cannot be denied. First, although declining over
time, primary agriculture still represents important percentages of developing countries’ overall domestic production, exports, and
employment. If agroindustrial, transportation, commercial, and other related activities are also counted, then the economic and social
importance of agriculture-based sectors increases significantly. Furthermore, large numbers of the world’s poor still live in rural areas and
work in agriculture. Through the links via production, trade, employment, and prices, agricultural production is also crucial for national food
security. Second, it has been shown that agriculture in developing countries has important growth and employment multipliers for the rest of
the economy, and agriculture seems to have larger positive effects in reducing poverty than growth in other sectors. Third, agriculture is not
only important for individual developing countries, but it has global significance, considering the large presence of developing countries in
world agricultural production and the increasing participation in international trade of those products (these three points will be covered in
greater detail in Chapter 1).
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