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A Penguin Classic “Age can never dull this kind of
writing,” writes the Chicago Tribune of John Steinbeck’s
dispatches from World War II, filed for the New York
Herald Tribune in 1943, which vividly captured the
human side of war. Writing from England in the midst of
the London blitz, North Africa, and Italy, Steinbeck
focuses on the people as opposed to the battles,
portraying everyone from the guys in the bomber crew to
Bob Hope on his USO tour. He eats and drinks with
soldiers behind enemy lines, talks with them, and fights
beside them. First published in book form in 1958, these
writings, now with a new introduction by Mark Bowden,
create an unforgettable portrait of life in wartime that
continues to resonate with truth and humanity.
A quiet, sensitive girl searches for beauty in a small, but
damned Southern town.
Vividly depicts the colorful, sometimes disreputable,
inhabitants of a run-down area in Monterey, California
A lively and insightful biographical celebration of the
imaginative genius of Charles Dickens, published in
commemoration of the 150th anniversary of his death.
Charles Dickens was a superb public performer, a great
orator and one of the most famous of the Eminent
Victorians. Slight of build, with a frenzied, hyperenergetic personality, Dickens looked much older than
his fifty-eight years when he died—an occasion marked
by a crowded funeral at Westminster Abbey, despite his
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waking wishes for a small affair. Experiencing the worst
and best of life during the Victorian Age, Dickens was not
merely the conduit through whom some of the most
beloved characters in literature came into the world. He
was one of them. Filled with the twists, pathos, and
unusual characters that sprang from this novelist’s
extraordinary imagination, The Mystery of Charles
Dickens looks back from the legendary writer’s death to
recall the key events in his life. In doing so, he seeks to
understand Dickens’ creative genius and enduring
popularity. Following his life from cradle to grave, it
becomes clear that Dickens’s fiction drew from his life—a
fact he acknowledged. Like Oliver Twist, Dickens
suffered a wretched childhood, then grew up to become
not only a respectable gentleman but an artist of
prodigious popularity. Dickens knew firsthand the poverty
and pain his characters endured, including the scandal of
a failed marriage. Going beyond standard narrative
biography, A. N. Wilson brilliantly revisits the wellspring
of Dickens’s vast and wild imagination, to reveal at long
last why his novels captured the hearts of nineteenth
century readers—and why they continue to resonate
today. The Mystery of Charles Dickens is illustrated with
30 black-and-white images.
Includes a brief biography of the author, explanation of
key themes, motifs and symbols and a 25 question
review quiz.
Forging a deep friendship with a Wampanoag chieftain's
son on the Great Harbor settlement where her minister
father is working to convert the tribe, Bethia follows his
subsequent ivy league education and efforts to bridge
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cultures among the colonial elite. By the Pulitzer Prizewinning author of March. Reprint.
A postmodern masterpiece about fraud and forgery by
one of the most distinctive, accomplished novelists of the
last century. The Recognitions is a sweeping depiction of
a world in which everything that anyone recognizes as
beautiful or true or good emerges as anything but: our
world. The book is a masquerade, moving from New
England to New York to Madrid, from the art world to the
underworld, but it centers on the story of Wyatt Gwyon,
the son of a New England minister, who forsakes religion
to devote himself to painting, only to despair of his
inspiration. In expiation, he will paint nothing but flawless
copies of his revered old masters—copies, however, that
find their way into the hands of a sinister financial wizard
by the name of Recktall Brown, who of course sells them
as the real thing. Dismissed uncomprehendingly by
reviewers on publication in 1955 and ignored by the
literary world for decades after, The Recognitions is now
established as one of the great American novels,
immensely ambitious and entirely unique, a book of wild,
Boschian inspiration and outrageous comedy that is also
profoundly serious and sad.

Danny, a mule skinner during the First World War,
returns to Tortilla Flat to enjoy the carefree and
amoral life of the paisano
Each working day from January 29 to November 1,
1951, John Steinbeck warmed up to the work of
writing East of Eden with a letter to the late Pascal
Covici, his friend and editor at The Viking Press. It
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was his way, he said, of "getting my mental arm in
shape to pitch a good game." Steinbeck's letters
were written on the left-hand pages of a notebook in
which the facing pages would be filled with the test
of East of Eden. They touched on many
subjects—story arguments, trial flights of
workmanship, concern for his sons. Part
autobiography, part writer's workshop, these letters
offer an illuminating perspective on Steinbeck's
creative process, and a fascinating glimpse of
Steinbeck, the private man.
This sprawling and often brutal novel, set in the rich
farmlands of California's Salinas Valley, follows the
intertwined destinies of two families--the Trasks and
the Hamiltons--whose generations helplessly reenact
the fall of Adam and Eve and the poisonous rivalry of
Cain and Abel.
A masterpiece of Biblical scope, and the magnum
opus of one of America’s most enduring authors, in
a commemorative hardcover edition In his journal,
Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck called East of
Eden "the first book," and indeed it has the
primordial power and simplicity of myth. Set in the
rich farmland of California's Salinas Valley, this
sprawling and often brutal novel follows the
intertwined destinies of two families—the Trasks and
the Hamiltons—whose generations helplessly reenact
the fall of Adam and Eve and the poisonous rivalry of
Cain and Abel. The masterpiece of Steinbeck’s later
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years, East of Eden is a work in which Steinbeck
created his most mesmerizing characters and
explored his most enduring themes: the mystery of
identity, the inexplicability of love, and the murderous
consequences of love's absence. Adapted for the
1955 film directed by Elia Kazan introducing James
Dean, and read by thousands as the book that
brought Oprah’s Book Club back, East of Eden has
remained vitally present in American culture for over
half a century.
A definitive collection of stories from one of
America's greatest writers includes The Moon Is
Down, which details the transformation of ordinary
life under Nazi rule in an unnamed Scandinavian
country under German occupation, as well as
Cannery Row, The Pearl, and East of Eden.
A Penguin Classic In his first novel to follow the
publication of his enormous success, The Grapes of
Wrath, Steinbeck’s vision comes wonderfully to life
in this imaginative and unsentimental chronicle of a
bus traveling California’s back roads, transporting
the lost and the lonely, the good and the greedy, the
stupid and the scheming, the beautiful and the
vicious away from their shattered dreams and,
possibly, toward the promise of the future. This
edition features an introduction by Gary Scharnhorst.
For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the Englishspeaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
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Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardwinning translators.
Shocking and controversial when it was first
published in 1939, Steinbeck's Pulitzer prize-winning
epic remains his undisputed masterpiece. It tells of
the Joad family who travel West in search of the
promised land, and find only broken dreams.
Raised on a ranch in northern California, Jody is wellschooled in the hard work and demands of a
rancher's life. He is used to the way of horses, too;
but nothing has prepared him for the special
connection he will forge with Gabilan, the hottempered pony his father gives him. With Billy Buck,
the hired hand, Jody tends and trains his horse,
restlessly anticipating the moment he will sit high
upon Gabilan's saddle. But when Gabilan falls ill,
Jody discovers there are still lessons he must learn
about the ways of nature and, particularly, the ways
of man.
The final novel of one of America’s most beloved
writers—a tale of degeneration, corruption, and
spiritual crisis A Penguin Classic In awarding John
Steinbeck the 1962 Nobel Prize in Literature, the
Nobel committee stated that with The Winter of Our
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Discontent, he had “resumed his position as an
independent expounder of the truth, with an
unbiased instinct for what is genuinely American.”
Ethan Allen Hawley, the protagonist of Steinbeck’s
last novel, works as a clerk in a grocery store that his
family once owned. With Ethan no longer a member
of Long Island’s aristocratic class, his wife is
restless, and his teenage children are hungry for the
tantalizing material comforts he cannot provide.
Then one day, in a moment of moral crisis, Ethan
decides to take a holiday from his own scrupulous
standards. Set in Steinbeck’s contemporary 1960
America, the novel explores the tenuous line
between private and public honesty, and today ranks
alongside his most acclaimed works of penetrating
insight into the American condition. This Penguin
Classics edition features an introduction and notes
by leading Steinbeck scholar Susan Shillinglaw. For
more than seventy years, Penguin has been the
leading publisher of classic literature in the Englishspeaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and
notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary
authors, as well as up-to-date translations by awardwinning translators.
Considered by many the greatest war novel of all
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time, All Quiet on the Western Front is Erich Maria
Remarque’s masterpiece of the German experience
during World War I. I am young, I am twenty years
old; yet I know nothing of life but despair, death, fear,
and fatuous superficiality cast over an abyss of
sorrow. . . . This is the testament of Paul Bäumer,
who enlists with his classmates in the German army
during World War I. They become soldiers with
youthful enthusiasm. But the world of duty, culture,
and progress they had been taught breaks in pieces
under the first bombardment in the trenches.
Through years of vivid horror, Paul holds fast to a
single vow: to fight against the principle of hate that
meaninglessly pits young men of the same
generation but different uniforms against one
another . . . if only he can come out of the war alive.
“The world has a great writer in Erich Maria
Remarque. He is a craftsman of unquestionably first
rank, a man who can bend language to his will.
Whether he writes of men or of inanimate nature, his
touch is sensitive, firm, and sure.”—The New York
Times Book Review
A Study Guide for John Steinbeck's "East of Eden,"
excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for
Students.This concise study guide includes plot
summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for
further reading; and much more. For any literature
project, trust Novels for Students for all of your
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research needs.
East of EdenPenguin
John Steinbeck wrote The Grapes of Wrath during
an astonishing burst of activity between June and
October of 1938. Throughout the time he was
creating his greatest work, Steinbeck faithfully kept a
journal revealing his arduous journey toward its
completion. The journal, like the novel it chronicles,
tells a tale of dramatic proportions—of dogged
determination and inspiration, yet also of paranoia,
self-doubt, and obstacles. It records in intimate detail
the conception and genesis of The Grapes of Wrath
and its huge though controversial success. It is a
unique and penetrating portrait of an emblematic
American writer creating an essential American
masterpiece.
The books of Lamentations, Habakkuk, and
Zephaniah are rich with God’s truth concerning our
need of redemption. But hope and mercy have the fi
nal word as God promises to bless those who turn
back to him in faith and repentance. This accessible
study takes readers through these books over the
course of 12 weeks. The prophecies, though far
removed from our historical context, are deeply
relevant and applicable to today’s contemporary
issues—offering hope for restoration in our fallen
world. Part of the Knowing the Bible series.
By the New York Times bestselling author of The Bone
Clocks | Shortlisted for the Man Booker Prize A
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postmodern visionary and one of the leading voices in
twenty-first-century fiction, David Mitchell combines flatout adventure, a Nabokovian love of puzzles, a keen eye
for character, and a taste for mind-bending, philosophical
and scientific speculation in the tradition of Umberto Eco,
Haruki Murakami, and Philip K. Dick. The result is
brilliantly original fiction as profound as it is playful. In
this groundbreaking novel, an influential favorite among
a new generation of writers, Mitchell explores with daring
artistry fundamental questions of reality and identity.
Cloud Atlas begins in 1850 with Adam Ewing, an
American notary voyaging from the Chatham Isles to his
home in California. Along the way, Ewing is befriended
by a physician, Dr. Goose, who begins to treat him for a
rare species of brain parasite. . . . Abruptly, the action
jumps to Belgium in 1931, where Robert Frobisher, a
disinherited bisexual composer, contrives his way into
the household of an infirm maestro who has a beguiling
wife and a nubile daughter. . . . From there we jump to
the West Coast in the 1970s and a troubled reporter
named Luisa Rey, who stumbles upon a web of
corporate greed and murder that threatens to claim her
life. . . . And onward, with dazzling virtuosity, to an
inglorious present-day England; to a Korean superstate
of the near future where neocapitalism has run amok;
and, finally, to a postapocalyptic Iron Age Hawaii in the
last days of history. But the story doesn’t end even
there. The narrative then boomerangs back through
centuries and space, returning by the same route, in
reverse, to its starting point. Along the way, Mitchell
reveals how his disparate characters connect, how their
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fates intertwine, and how their souls drift across time like
clouds across the sky. As wild as a videogame, as
mysterious as a Zen koan, Cloud Atlas is an
unforgettable tour de force that, like its incomparable
author, has transcended its cult classic status to become
a worldwide phenomenon. Praise for Cloud Atlas
“[David] Mitchell is, clearly, a genius. He writes as
though at the helm of some perpetual dream machine,
can evidently do anything, and his ambition is written in
magma across this novel’s every page.”—The New York
Times Book Review “One of those how-the-holy-hell-didhe-do-it? modern classics that no doubt is—and should
be—read by any student of contemporary
literature.”—Dave Eggers “Wildly entertaining . . . a head
rush, both action-packed and chillingly
ruminative.”—People “The novel as series of nested dolls
or Chinese boxes, a puzzle-book, and yet—not just
dazzling, amusing, or clever but heartbreaking and
passionate, too. I’ve never read anything quite like it,
and I’m grateful to have lived, for a while, in all its many
worlds.”—Michael Chabon “Cloud Atlas ought to make
[Mitchell] famous on both sides of the Atlantic as a writer
whose fearlessness is matched by his talent.”—The
Washington Post Book World “Thrilling . . . One of the
biggest joys in Cloud Atlas is watching Mitchell sashay
from genre to genre without a hitch in his dance
step.”—Boston Sunday Globe “Grand and elaborate . . .
[Mitchell] creates a world and language at once foreign
and strange, yet strikingly familiar and intimate.”—Los
Angeles Times
The son of a singer mother whose career forcibly
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separated her from her family and an influential father
who runs an orphan work camp, Pak Jun Do rises to
prominence using instinctive talents and eventually
becomes a professional kidnapper and romantic rival to
Kim Jong Il. By the author of Parasites Like Us.
Mary Oliver is one of America's best-loved poets, the
winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book
Award. Her luminous poetry celebrates nature and
beauty, love and the spirit, silence and wonder,
extending the visionary American tradition of Whitman,
Emerson, Frost and Emily Dickinson. Her extraordinary
poetry is nourished by her intimate knowledge and
minute daily observation of the New England coast, its
woods and ponds, its birds and animals, plants and
trees.
Collects six short novels from one of the most influential
authors of the twentieth century.
"David Liss masterfully blends rich historical fiction with
terrifying supernatural body horror. He stands with
Robert Louis Stevenson and Bram Stoker. Highly
recommended." --Jonathan Maberry, author of V-Wars
and Ink From popular historical fiction author David Liss
(A Conspiracy of Paper) comes the tale of a clueless
young man embroiled in a deadly supernatural mystery
in London. Rooted in strange conspiracies and secret
societies, this absurdist comedic romp combines strange
bedfellows with murderous creatures, resulting in an
unexpectedly delightful consequences. All of his life,
Thomas Thresher has been free of obligation and
responsibility, but that is over now. He is a twenty-threeyear-old man whose best days are behind him.
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Thomas's older brother Walter has trapped him in a
tedious clerical job at the family bank in London, and
Thomas is expected to wed a wealthy young woman in
whom he has no interest. But Thomas has more serious
problems than those of a disaffected young man. There
are irregularities at the bank he cannot explain. His
childhood friend has mysteriously turned up dead.
Worse, a verdant skin malady has infected him: leaves
have begun sprouting on his skin. Thomas must
conclude that it is due to the long-rumored Peculiarities.
London's famous grey fog has been concealing a rash of
unnatural afflictions--and worse, the murderous
Elegants. As Thomas grows leafier, the conspiracies
surrounding him become more apparent. He cannot
determine whom to trust: his own family; his banking coworkers and superiors; the beautiful widow of his
companion; the woman he is to marry. Or perhaps a
lycanthropic medium; the members of a secret occult
society...or even Aleister Crowley.
While fulfilling his dead father's dream of creating a
prosperous farm in California, Joseph Wayne comes to
believe that a magnificent tree on the farm embodies his
father's spirit. His brothers and their families share in
Joseph's prosperity andthe farm flourishes - until one
brother, scared by Joseph's pagan belief, kills the tree
and brings disease and famine on the farm. Set in
familiar Steinbeck country, TO A GOD UNKOWN is a
mystical tale, exploring one man's attempt to control
theforces of nature and to understand the ways of God.
Learn how to take your work to the next level with this
informative guide on the craft, business, and lifestyle of
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writing With warmth and humor, Paulette Perhach
welcomes you into the writer’s life as someone who has
once been on the outside looking in. Like a freshman
orientation for writers, this book includes an in-depth
exploration of all the elements of being a writer—from
your writing practice to your reading practice, from your
writing craft to the all-important and often-overlooked
business of writing. In Welcome to the Writer’s Life, you
will learn how to tap into the powers of crowdsourcing
and social media to grow your writing career. Perhach
also unpacks the latest research on success,
gamification, and lifestyle design, demonstrating how you
can use these findings to further improve your writing
projects. Complete with exercises, tools, checklists,
infographics, and behind-the-scenes tips from working
writers of all types, this book offers everything you need
to jump-start a successful writing life.
Chronicles Steinbeck's early struggles, the period that
produced his Pulitzer-prize winning "The Grapes of
Wrath," his difficult first and second marriages, and his
stormy friendships with numerous celebrities
“The Count of Monte Cristo has become a fixture of
Western Civilization’s literature, as inescapable and
immediately identifiable as Micky Mouse, Noah’s flood,
and the story of Little Red Riding Hood.” -Luc Sante “A
piece of perfect storytelling.”-Robert Louis Stevenson
With Alexandre Dumas’s epic novel of intrigue and
adventure, The Count of Monte Cristo has thrilled
readers for centuries with its sweeping themes of
alienation, love, and revenge. With its intricate plot and
evocative settings in France and the Mediterranean, this
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book is one of the most beloved classics ever written. In
this quintessential tale of vengeance set in the
Napoleonic era, Edmond Dantès, a young French sailor,
is engaged to marry Mercédès, a young and beautiful
Catalan woman. In a terrible act of jealously, three men
betray Edmond, and he is wrongfully convicted of
treason. He is sent to the infamous Château d'If, one of
the most feared prisons of France. After a daring escape
from imprisonment, Dantès hunts in search of a treasure
that he has learned of from a fellow inmate. Once in
possession of his vast fortune, he returns to Paris as the
mysterious Count of Monte Cristo to wreck revenge on
the three men who have betrayed him. Dumas’s tale
simmers with intrigue and excitement and remains one of
the great classics of our time. With an eye-catching new
cover, and professionally typeset manuscript, this edition
of The Count of Monte Cristo is both modern and
readable.
The newest Oprah’s Book Club 2.0 selection: this
special eBook edition of The Invention of Wings by Sue
Monk Kidd features exclusive content, including Oprah’s
personal notes highlighted within the text, and a reading
group guide. Writing at the height of her narrative and
imaginative gifts, Sue Monk Kidd presents a masterpiece
of hope, daring, the quest for freedom, and the desire to
have a voice in the world. Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an
urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston,
yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls that enclose
her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s
daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is
meant to do something large in the world, but she is
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hemmed in by the limits imposed on women. Kidd’s
sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh
birthday, when she is given ownership of ten year old
Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their
remarkable journeys over the next thirty five years, as
both strive for a life of their own, dramatically shaping
each other’s destinies and forming a complex
relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrangement and
the uneasy ways of love. As the stories build to a riveting
climax, Handful will endure loss and sorrow, finding
courage and a sense of self in the process. Sarah will
experience crushed hopes, betrayal, unrequited love,
and ostracism before leaving Charleston to find her place
alongside her fearless younger sister, Angelina, as one
of the early pioneers in the abolition and women’s rights
movements. Inspired by the historical figure of Sarah
Grimke, Kidd goes beyond the record to flesh out the rich
interior lives of all of her characters, both real and
invented, including Handful’s cunning mother, Charlotte,
who courts danger in her search for something better.
This exquisitely written novel is a triumph of storytelling
that looks with unswerving eyes at a devastating wound
in American history, through women whose struggles for
liberation, empowerment, and expression will leave no
reader unmoved. Please note there is another digital
edition available without Oprah’s notes. Go to
Oprah.com/bookclub for more OBC 2.0 content
From the #1 New York Times-bestselling author of The
Lincoln Highway and A Gentleman in Moscow, a
“sharply stylish” (Boston Globe) book about a young
woman in post-Depression era New York who suddenly
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finds herself thrust into high society—now with over one
million readers worldwide On the last night of 1937,
twenty-five-year-old Katey Kontent is in a second-rate
Greenwich Village jazz bar when Tinker Grey, a
handsome banker, happens to sit down at the
neighboring table. This chance encounter and its
startling consequences propel Katey on a year-long
journey into the upper echelons of New York
society—where she will have little to rely upon other than
a bracing wit and her own brand of cool nerve. With its
sparkling depiction of New York’s social strata, its
intricate imagery and themes, and its immensely
appealing characters, Rules of Civility won the hearts of
readers and critics alike.
Jonathan Edwards is one of America's greatest
philosophers and theologians, and his sermons and texts
are treasured pieces of American Puritan literature. He
spent much of his life as a missionary to Native
Americans, and his dedication to the faith has inspired
generations of Christians. Edwards is known for both his
high intelligence and reasoning prowess, as well as for
the raw and tangible passion he expressed in his
sermons. Known as a "fire and brimstone" preacher,
Edwards converted many 18th century Americans.
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