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World War I represents one of the most studied, yet least understood, systemic conflicts in modern history. At the time, it
was a major power war that was largely unexpected. This book refines and expands points made in the author’s earlier
work on the failure to prevent World War I. It provides an alternative viewpoint to the thesis of Christopher Clark, Fritz
Fischer, Paul Kennedy, among others, as to the war's long-term origins. By starting its analysis with the causes and
consequences of the 1870-71 Franco-Prussian War and the German annexation of Alsace-Lorraine, the study
systematically explores the key geostrategic, political-economic and socio-cultural-ideological disputes between France,
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy, Russia, Japan, the United States and Great Britain, the nature of their foreign policy
goals, alliance formations, arms rivalries, as well as the dynamics of the diplomatic process, so as to better explain the
deeper roots of the 'Great War'. The book concludes with a discussion of the war's relevance and the diplomatic failure to
forge a possible Anglo-German-French alliance, while pointing out how it took a second world war to realize Victor
Hugo’s nineteenth-century vision of a United States of Europe-a vision now being challenged by financial crisis and
Russia's annexation of Crimea.
"This book is the result of a doctoral thesis defended at Goldsmith's College, University of London"--Acknowledgements.
Sir Nevile Meyrick Henderson GCMG was a British diplomat and Ambassador of the United Kingdom to Nazi Germany
from 1937 to 1939.
The Munich crisis of 1938, in which Great Britain and France decided to appease Hitler's demands to annex the
Sudentenland, has provoked a vast amount of historical writing. The era has been thoroughly examined from the
perspectives of Germans, French, and British political establishments. But historians have had, until now, only a vague
understanding of the roles played by the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia, the country whose very existence was at the
very center of the crisis. In Czechoslovakia Between Stalin and Hitler, Igor Lukes explores this turbulent and tragic era
from the new perspective of the Prague government itself. At the center of this study is Edvard Benes, a Czechoslovak
foreign policy strategist and a major player in the political machinations of the era. The work looks at the first two decades
of Benes's diplomacy and analyzes the Prague Government's attempts to secure the existence of the Republic of
Czechoslovakia in the treacherous space between the millstones of the East and West. It studies Benes's relationship
with Joseph Stalin, outlines the role assigned to Czechoslovak communists by the VIIth Congress of the Communist
International in 1935, and dissects Prague's secret negotiations with Berlin and Benes's role in the famous Tukhachevsky
affair. The work also brings evidence regarding the so-called partial mobilization of the Czechoslovak army in May 1938,
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and focuses on Stalin's strategic thinking on the eve of the World War II. Until the fall of the Berlin Wall, it was difficult for
Western researchers to gain access to the rich archival collections of the East. Czechoslovakia Between Stalin and Hitler
makes ample use of these secret archives, both in Prague and in Russia. As a result, it is an accurate and original
rendition of the events which eventually sparked the Second World War.
The nature of international diplomacy and Britain’s world role changed immeasurably after the end of the First World
War, and this book shows how the various men who headed the Foreign Office during the interwar years sought to
operate in the shifting political and bureaucratic environments that confronted them. British Foreign Secretaries in an
Uncertain World examines the careers of each of the interwar Foreign Secretaries, including Lord Curzon, Ramsay
MacDonald and Anthony Eden. Using an extensive range of primary sources both published and unpublished, official and
private, Michael Hughes provides a detailed assessment of how these men approached their role and how influential they
were in international diplomacy. The book also looks at the Foreign Secretaries’ successes or failures within the British
political system, analysing how influential the Foreign Office was under each Secretary in determining British foreign
policy. A fascinating book with a unique focus, British Foreign Secretaries in an Uncertain World takes a rigorous look at
a key topic in British history.
A NEW YORK TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE • SUNDAY TIMES (UK) BESTSELLER • A gripping new history of the British
appeasement of Hitler on the eve of World War II “An eye-opening narrative that makes for exciting but at times
uncomfortable reading as one reflects on possible lessons for the present.”—Antonia Fraser, author of Mary Queen of
Scots On a wet afternoon in September 1938, Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain stepped off an airplane and
announced that his visit to Hitler had averted the greatest crisis in recent memory. It was, he later assured the crowd in
Downing Street, "peace for our time." Less than a year later, Germany invaded Poland and the Second World War
began. Appeasement is a groundbreaking history of the disastrous years of indecision, failed diplomacy and
parliamentary infighting that enabled Hitler's domination of Europe. Drawing on deep archival research and sources not
previously seen by historians, Tim Bouverie has created an unforgettable portrait of the ministers, aristocrats, and
amateur diplomats who, through their actions and inaction, shaped their country's policy and determined the fate of
Europe. Beginning with the advent of Hitler in 1933, we embark on a fascinating journey from the early days of the Third
Reich to the beaches of Dunkirk. Bouverie takes us not only into the backrooms of Parliament and 10 Downing Street but
also into the drawing rooms and dining clubs of fading imperial Britain, where Hitler enjoyed surprising support among the
ruling class and even some members of the royal family. Both sweeping and intimate, Appeasement is not only an eyeopening history but a timeless lesson on the challenges of standing up to aggression and authoritarianism--and the
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calamity that results from failing to do so.
Drawing on a wealth of previously unexamined material, this staggering account sheds new light on the Allies’
responsibility for a landmark agreement that had dire consequences. On returning from Germany on September 30,
1938, after signing an agreement with Hitler on the carve-up of Czechoslovakia, Neville Chamberlain addressed the
British crowds: “My good friends…I believe it is peace for our time. We thank you from the bottom of our hearts. Go home
and get a nice quiet sleep.” Winston Churchill rejoined: “You have chosen dishonor and you will have war.” P. E.
Caquet’s history of the events leading to the Munich Agreement and its aftermath is told for the first time from the point
of view of the peoples of Czechoslovakia. Basing his work on previously unexamined sources, including press, memoirs,
private journals, army plans, cabinet records, and radio, Caquet presents one of the most shameful episodes in modern
European history. Among his most explosive revelations is the strength of the French and Czechoslovak forces before
Munich; Germany’s dominance turns out to have been an illusion. The case for appeasement never existed. The result
is a nail-biting story of diplomatic intrigue, perhaps the nearest thing to a morality play that history ever furnishes. The
Czechoslovak authorities were Cassandras in their own country, the only ones who could see Hitler’s threat for what it
was, and appeasement as the disaster it proved to be. In Caquet’s devastating account, their doomed struggle against
extinction and the complacency of their notional allies finally gets the memorial it deserves.
The Munich Crisis of 1938 had major diplomatic as well as personal and psychological repercussions. As much as it was a climax
in the clash between dictatorship and democracy, it was also a People’s Crisis and an event that gripped and worried the people
around the world. The traditional approach has been to examine the crisis from the vantage points of high politics and diplomacy.
Traditional approaches have failed to acknowledge the profound social, cultural and psychological impacts of diplomatic events, an
imbalance that is redressed in this volume. Taking a range of national examples and using a variety of methods, The Munich
Crisis, Politics and the People recreates the experience of living through the crisis in Czechoslovakia, Germany, France, Britain,
Hungary, the Soviet Union and the USA.
History has focused on Hitler’s use of charisma and terror, asserting that the dictator made few concessions to maintain power.
Nathan Stoltzfus, the award-winning author of Resistance of Heart: Intermarriage and the Rosenstrasse Protest in Germany,
challenges this notion, assessing the surprisingly frequent tactical compromises Hitler made in order to preempt hostility and win
the German people’s complete fealty. As part of his strategy to secure a “1,000-year Reich,” Hitler sought to convince the
German people to believe in Nazism so they would perpetuate it permanently and actively shun those who were out of step with
society. When widespread public dissent occurred at home—which most often happened when policies conflicted with popular
traditions or encroached on private life—Hitler made careful calculations and acted strategically to maintain his popular image.
Extending from the 1920s to the regime’s collapse, this revealing history makes a powerful and original argument that will inspire
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a major rethinking of Hitler’s rule.
"From the author of Hitler: Ascent, 1889-1939--a riveting account of the dictator's final years, when he got the war he wanted but
his leadership led to catastrophe for his nation, the world, and himself."-“Sets the record straight on Albert Speer’s assertions of ignorance of the Final Solution and claims to being the ‘good
Nazi.’”—Kirkus Reviews In his bestselling autobiography, Albert Speer, Minister of Armaments and chief architect of Nazi
Germany, repeatedly insisted he knew nothing of the genocidal crimes of Hitler’s Third Reich. In this revealing new biography,
author Martin Kitchen disputes Speer’s lifelong assertions of ignorance and innocence, portraying a far darker figure who was
deeply implicated in the appalling crimes committed by the regime he served so well. Kitchen reconstructs Speer’s life with what
we now know, including information from valuable new sources that have come to light only in recent years. The result is the first
truly serious accounting of the man, his beliefs, and his actions during one of the darkest epochs in modern history, not only
countering Speer’s claims of non-culpability but also disputing the commonly held misconception that it was his unique genius
alone that kept the German military armed and fighting long after its defeat was inevitable. “A devastating portrait of an empty,
narcissistic and compulsively ambitious personality.”—The Wall Street Journal “Kitchen’s exhaustively researched, detailed book
nails, one by one, the lies of the man who provided a thick coat of whitewash to millions of old Nazis. Its fascinating account of
how the moral degradation of the chaotic Nazi regime corrupted an entire nation is a timely warning for today.”—Daily Mail (“Book
of the Month”) “[An] excellent new biography . . . Kitchen has taken a wrecking ball to Speer’s mendacious and meticulously
created self-image. And about time, too.”—History Today
This richly illustrated book details the wide-ranging construction and urban planning projects launched across Germany after the
Nazi Party seized power. The authors show that it was an intentional program to thoroughly reorganize the country's economic,
cultural, and political landscapes in order to create a dramatically new Germany, saturated with Nazi ideology.
Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly
expensive. We are republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
An insightful new biography of Joseph Goebbels, Propaganda Minister of the 'Third Reich' and one of the most important and
troubling figures of the twentieth century. The first account to use all of Goebbels' surviving diaries, it sheds new light on his
personality, private life and political convictions, as well as his relationship with Hitler.

From the New York Times best-selling author of Blitzed, the incredible true story of two idealistic young lovers who led
the anti-Nazi resistance in the darkening heart of Berlin.
A panoramic narrative of the years leading up to the Second World War—a tale of democratic crisis, racial conflict, and a
belated recognition of evil, with profound resonance for our own time. Berlin, November 1937. Adolf Hitler meets with his
military commanders to impress upon them the urgent necessity for a war of aggression in eastern Europe. Some
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generals are unnerved by the Führer’s grandiose plan, but these dissenters are silenced one by one, setting in motion
events that will culminate in the most calamitous war in history. Benjamin Carter Hett takes us behind the scenes in
Berlin, London, Moscow, and Washington, revealing the unsettled politics within each country in the wake of the German
dictator’s growing provocations. He reveals the fitful path by which anti-Nazi forces inside and outside Germany came to
understand Hitler’s true menace to European civilization and learned to oppose him, painting a sweeping portrait of
governments under siege, as larger-than-life figures struggled to turn events to their advantage. As in The Death of
Democracy, his acclaimed history of the fall of the Weimar Republic, Hett draws on original sources and newly released
documents to show how these long-ago conflicts have unexpected resonances in our own time. To read The Nazi
Menace is to see past and present in a new and unnerving light.
Published in association with the Society for Theatre Research, this is a comparative study of regional theatre in Britain
and Germany during the key period of 1918 to 1945.
The best-selling author of Devil in the White City documents the efforts of first American ambassador to Hitler's Germany
William E. Dodd to acclimate to a residence in an increasingly violent city where he is forced to associate with the Nazis
while his daughter pursues a relationship with Gestapo chief Rudolf Diels.
The Routledge History of the Second World War sums up the latest trends in the scholarship of that conflict, covering a
range of major themes and issues. The book delivers a thematic analysis of the many ways in which study of the Second
World War can take place, considering international, transnational, and global approaches, and serves as a major
jumping off point for further research into the specific fields covered by each of the expert authors. It demonstrates the
global and total nature of the Second World War, giving due coverage to the conflict in all major theatres and through the
lens of the key combatants and neutrals, examines issues of race, gender, ideology, and society during the war, and
functions as a textbook to educate students as to the trends that have taken place in how the conflict has been (and can
be) interpreted in the modern world. Divided into twelve parts that cover central themes of the conflict, including theatres
of war, leadership, societies, occupation, secrecy and legacies, it enables those with no memory of war to approach it
with a view to comprehending what it was all about and places the history of this conflict into a context that is
international, transnational, and institutional. This is a comprehensive and accessible reference volume for anyone
interested in the most up to date scholarship on this major conflict.
“The best single volume available on the torturous life and savage reign of Adolf Hitler.” —Time A bestseller in its original
German edition and subsequently translated into more than a dozen languages, Joachim Fest’s Hitler has become a
classic portrait of a man, a nation, and an era. Fest tells and interprets the extraordinary story of a man’s and nation’s
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rise from impotence to absolute power, as Germany and Hitler, from shared premises, entered into their covenant. He
shows Hitler exploiting the resentments of the shaken, post–World War I social order and seeing through all that was
hollow behind the appearance of power, at home and abroad. Fest reveals the singularly penetrating politician,
hypnotizing Germans and outsiders alike with the scope of his projects and the theatricality of their presentation. Perhaps
most importantly, he also brilliantly uncovers the destructive personality that aimed for and achieved devastation on an
unprecedented scale. As history and biography, this is a towering achievement, a compelling story told in a way only a
German could tell it: “dispassionately, but from the inside” (Time).
"A useful analysis of the Taliban and politics and society in Afghanistan today." (Foreign Affairs) "Highly recommended."
(Choice) Composed of essays commissioned from the foremost experts on the Taliban, this anthology traces the
movement's origins, its ascendance, the reasons for its success, and its role in the reconstruction of Afghanistan.
Was Hitler A Riddle? is the first comparative study of how British, French, and American diplomats serving in Germany assessed
Hitler and the Nazi movement. These assessments provided the governments in London, Paris, and Washington with ample
information about the ruthlessness of the authorities in Germany and of their determination to conquer vast stretches of Europe.
Had the British, French, and American leaders acted on this information and taken measures to rein in Hitler, the history of the
twentieth century would have been far less bloody: the second world war might well have been avoided, the Soviet Union would
not have expanded into central and eastern Europe, and the world would have been spared the Cold War.
The work of mid-twentieth century art theorist Anton Ehrenzweig is explored in this original and timely study. An analysis of the
dynamic and invigorating intellectual influences, institutional framework and legacy of his work, Between Art Practice and
Psychoanalysis reveals the context within which Ehrenzweig worked, how that influenced him and those artists with whom he
worked closely. Beth Williamson looks to the writing of Melanie Klein, Marion Milner, Adrian Stokes and others to elaborate
Ehrenzweig?s theory of art, a theory that extends beyond the visual arts to music. In this first full-length study on his work,
including an inventory of his library, previously unexamined archival material and unseen artworks sit at the heart of a book that
examines Ehrenzweig?s working relationships with important British artists such as Bridget Riley, Eduardo Paolozzi and other
members of the Independent Group in London in the 1950s and 1960s. In Ehrenzweig?s second book The Hidden Order of Art
(1967) his thinking on Jackson Pollock is important too. It was this book that inspired American artists Robert Smithson and Robert
Morris when they deployed his concept of ?dedifferentiation?. Here Williamson offers new readings of process art c. 1970 showing
how Ehrenzweig?s aesthetic retains relevance beyond the immediate post-war era.
“Deals with a little-known aspect of the war . . . alongside the moving story of one man’s relationship with a very special
animal.”—Sqn Ldr Paul Scott, Spirit of the Air This biography tells of the life of Václav Robert Bozd?ch, a Czech airman who
escaped from the Nazi invasion, fought with the French and finally arrived in Britain to fly as an air-gunner with the RAF during
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World War II. He returned to his homeland after World War II but escaped back to the UK again when the communists gained
control. Again he joined the RAF and rose to the rank of Warrant Officer. The unique part of this is that from his time in France,
throughout World War II and until halfway through his second tour with the RAF, Bozd?ch was inseparable from his Alsatian dog,
Antis, who became famous and was awarded a dog equivalent to the VC. Antis flew with his owner on many bomber raids,
became the squadron mascot and was officially a serving RAF dog. He played an amazing part in the second escape from the
Czech communist regime, when Bozd?ch was lucky to make it over the border to the US zone in Germany. “The main hero of the
book is not Bozd?ch himself, but his Alsatian, Antis . . . This book makes clear the extent of wartime and post-war suffering
endured by Czechs and others fulfilling their roles in the overall search for freedom.”—Aircraft Owner & Pilot “This absorbing
account of flying in WWII is based on the inseparable bond between man and dog. It is a moving story with humor and sadness. A
Great Read that is Highly Recommended.”—Firetrench
In 1937, Canadian Prime Minister Mackenzie King travelled to Nazi Germany in an attempt to prevent a war that, to many
observers, seemed inevitable. The men King communed with, including Adolf Hitler, had assured him of the Nazi regime’s
peaceful intentions, and King not only found their pledges sincere, but even hoped for personal friendships with many of the
regime officials. Four Days in Hitler’s Germany is a clearly written and engaging story that addresses how King truly believed that
any threat to peace would come only from those individuals who intended to thwart the Nazi agenda, which as King saw it, was
concerned primarily with justifiable German territorial and diplomatic readjustments. Mackenzie King was certainly not alone in
misreading the omens in the 1930s, but it would be difficult to find a democratic leader who missed the mark by a wider margin.
This book seeks to explain the sources and outcomes of King’s misperceptions and diplomatic failures, and follows him as he
returns to Germany to tour the appalling aftermath of the very war he had tried to prevent.
Drawing on many previously underutilized resources--including the diaries of Joseph Goebbels--a portrait of Hitler encompasses
events preceding World War II as well as the war years.
A bold new accounting of the great social and political upheavals that enveloped Europe between 1914 and 1945—from the
Russian Revolution through the Second World War. In Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler, acclaimed historian Robert Gellately focuses on
the dominant powers of the time, the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany, but also analyzes the catastrophe of those years in an effort
to uncover its political and ideological nature. Arguing that the tragedies endured by Europe were inextricably linked through the
dictatorships of Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler, Gellately explains how the pursuit of their “utopian” ideals turned into dystopian
nightmares. Dismantling the myth of Lenin as a relatively benevolent precursor to Hitler and Stalin and contrasting the divergent
ways that Hitler and Stalin achieved their calamitous goals, Gellately creates in Lenin, Stalin, and Hitler a vital analysis of a critical
period in modern history.
Christoph Kimmich s German Foreign Policy, 1918-1945: A Guide to Current Research and Resources is the most comprehensive
guide to archival resources and published materials on the foreign policy of Weimar and Nazi Germany. This third edition differs
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from its predecessor by offering new and critical information on German archives that have since been consolidated and relocated
after German reunification, on archival sources of hitherto unknown provenance, and on materials available on the Web."
The first English-language monograph on the Slovak-Polish border in 1918-47 explores the interplay of politics, diplomacy, moral
principles and self-determination. This book argues that the failure to reconcile strategic objectives with territorial claims could cost
a higher price than the geographical size of the disputed region would indicate.
Few thinkers better encapsulate the two polarities of economic and social thought in the twenty-first century than Friedrich Hayek
and John Maynard Keynes. Wrestling with the horrors of world wars, the atrocities of fascist regimes, the hungers of the Great
Depression, and the turbulence of political ideologies as they grew evermore pitted against one another, both sought a cure for
modernity’s terrible problems and a safeguard against future catastrophes—a task that would leave them with completely different
conclusions. In this book, Thomas Hörber offers a clear historical account of the work of these two great figures of modern
economic thought. Hoerber looks at the two central works that would alter the course of economic thought: Keynes’s The General
Theory of Employment, Interest, and Money and Hayek’s The Road to Serfdom. Placing them within the context of the
devastation that followed World War I, he explains how the historical conditions in which these books were written help us better
understand how their lessons can illuminate the economic and political phenomena of our own era, such as the recent financial
crisis, globalization, and European integration. He shows how Keynes’s emphasis on government regulation through monetary
and fiscal policy and Hayek’s great cautions against the tyrannies that can so easily arise from central planning have led to
competing schools of economic thought. Making accessible classic economic theory and employing a qualitative method of
economics, he offers an articulated account of how history has led to our current economic environment. With a broad perspective
and incisive but clear examinations of important economic theories, this book places the two great economists of the twentiethcentury within their historical context, illuminating how much we have learned—and can still learn—from them both.
Failure of a Mission - Berlin 1937-1939Read Books Ltd
Challenging the standard narrative of Interwar International History, this account establishes the causal relationship between the
global political and economic crises of the period, and offers a radically new look at the role of ideology, racism and the leading
liberal powers in the events between the First and Second World Wars.
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