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Fire Dwellers
The most complete consideration of all the major writings of Margaret Laurence.
The Lake on Fire is an epic narrative that begins among 19th century Jewish
immigrants on a failing Wisconsin farm. Dazzled by lore of the American dream,
Chaya and her strange, brilliant, young brother Asher stowaway to Chicago; what
they discover there, however, is a Gilded Age as empty a façade as the beautiful
Columbian Exposition luring thousands to Lake Michigan’s shore. The pair
scrapes together a meager living—Chaya in a cigar factory; Asher, roaming the
city and stealing books and jewelry to share with the poor, until they find different
paths of escape. An examination of family, love, and revolution, this profound tale
resonates eerily with today’s current events and tumultuous social landscape.
The Lake on Fire is robust, gleaming, and grimy all at once, proving that
celebrated author Rosellen Brown is back with a story as luminous as ever.
Stacey MacAindra, an ordinary woman, is fearful of and struggling to shelter her
family from the world and from her own consuming emotions.
A Bird in the House is a series of eight interconnected short stories narrated by
Vanessa MacLeod as she matures from a child at age ten into a young woman at
age twenty. Wise for her years, Vanessa reveals much about the adult world in
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which she lives. "Vanessa rebels against the dominance of age; she watches [her
grandfather] imitate her aunt Edna; and her rage at times is such that she would
gladly kick him. It takes great skill to keep this story within the expanding horizon
of this young girl and yet make it so revealing of the adult world."—Atlantic "A Bird
in the House achieves the breadth of scope which we usually associate with the
novel (and thereby is as psychologically valid as a good novel), and at the same
time uses the techniques of the short story form to reveal the different aspects of
the young Vanessa." —Kent Thompson, The Fiddlehead "I am haunted by the
women in Laurence's novels as if they really were alive—and not as women I've
known, but as women I've been."—Joan Larkin, Ms. Magazine "Not since . . . To
Kill a Mockingbird has there been a novel like this. It should not be missed by
anyone who has a child or was a child."—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette One of
Canada's most accomplished writers, Margaret Laurence (1926-87) was the
recipient of many awards including Canada's prestigious Governor General's
Literary Award on two separate occasions, once for The Diviners.
The feminist fiction movement of the 1960s-1980s was and is as significant a
movement as Modernism, Greene argues here. Focusing on the metafiction of
Doris Lessing, Margaret Drabble, Margaret Atwood, and Margaret Laurence, she
traces the roots of this feminist literary explosion to the second women's
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movement and places these writers within a sociohistorical matrix, and at the
same time creates a new literary canon. Greene also speculates on the future of
feminist fiction in the current regressive period of edition (unseen), $17.50.
Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
It's been four weeks since Ember Brycin witnessed what her powers are capable
of. The Electrical Current Storm has turned Seattle, Washington into a natural
disaster zone. The death toll is in the thousands with countless others homeless
and hungry. And Ember is the one who caused it. Something she will have to live
with every day. Those people who were unable to escape either turned quickly
into gangs or live in shelters. Ember, on the other hand, can't do either. With a
price on her head and a Dark Dweller on her ass, she is constantly on the move.
Both Light and Dark are hunting her for their own purpose to use her as a
weapon or a pawn in the war between the Unseelie King of the Dark and the
Seelie Queen of the Light. Em needs help but doesn't know who to trust: Lars,
the mystery man Torin told her to find? Torin, the Seelie Queen's personal knight,
who has sworn to keep Em safe? Or Eli, who wants to turn her over to the
Unseelie King, but whom she has an undeniable, intense connection with? No
matter what she chooses she will probably lose--her life or everything and
everyone she loves.
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Khalid, Lahcen and Qeriya are three siblings living in a secretive desert
community who find that each possesses a special power they are forbidden to
use. As they find the courage to seek answers to questions about their
community and themselves, their parents are suddenly struck unconscious by a
serious illness, cured only by a flower found far away from home. The siblings
find themselves fugitives for a reason they don't understand and as they escape
and plan a means of finding an antidote, they are forced into a world previously
known only through stories. It is here, when they encounter humanlike creatures
calling themselves Reaume, that they find unsettling answers to their questions.
Can they summon the wisdom and strength to save their parents while they are
being targeted by powerful forces? Desert Dwellers Born By Fire is the first in a
series detailing their journey to find a cure and make sense of both their world
and their existence.
A novel of Africans and British, community and exile, set against the backdrop of the Ghanaian
fight for independence: “A talented writer.”—The New York Times It is a time of change in West
Africa, as the land known as the British Gold Coast is transformed into a new, independent
nation known as Ghana. This lyrical, vivid novel follows multiple characters—a schoolteacher
torn between his loyalty to his tribe and his hopes for his country’s future; a British business
executive who distrusts Africans; a passionate nationalist—as they experience all the tensions
of the time, the excitement, anticipation, and dread. A novel that confronts issues of race,
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gender, and the effects of colonialism, This Side Jordan is by Margaret Laurence, the author of
The Stone Angel and a winner of two Governor General’s Awards, one of Canada’s most
prestigious literary prizes. “Artistically and expertly written and constructed…unusual and
noteworthy.”—Kirkus Reviews “A first novel of rare excellence.”—Mary Renault, Saturday
Review “Highly recommended.”—Library Journal
This book highlights the accomplishments of one of Canada's most acclaimed and beloved
fiction writers, Margaret Laurence. The essays in this collection explore her body of work as
well as her influence on young Canadian writers today.
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER From the New York Times best-selling author of
The Weight of Water and The Pilot's Wife (an Oprah's Book Club selection): an exquisitely
suspenseful new novel about an extraordinary young woman tested by a catastrophic event
and its devastating aftermath--based on the true story of the largest fire in Maine's history In
October 1947, after a summer long drought, fires break out all along the Maine coast from Bar
Harbor to Kittery and are soon racing out of control from town to village. Five months pregnant,
Grace Holland is left alone to protect her two toddlers when her husband, Gene, joins the
volunteer firefighters. Along with her best friend, Rosie, and Rosie's two young children, Grace
watches helplessly as their houses burn to the ground, the flames finally forcing them all into
the ocean as a last resort. The women spend the night frantically protecting their children, and
in the morning find their lives forever changed: homeless, penniless, awaiting news of their
husbands' fate, and left to face an uncertain future in a town that no longer exists. In the midst
of this devastating loss, Grace discovers glorious new freedoms--joys and triumphs she could
never have expected her narrow life with Gene could contain--and her spirit soars. And then
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the unthinkable happens--and Grace's bravery is tested as never before.
The film adaptation of Margaret Laurence's The Stone Angel, starring acclaimed actresses
Ellen Burstyn and Ellen Page, and introducing Christine Horne, opens in theatres May 9, 2008.
This special fortieth-anniversary edition of Margaret Laurence’s most celebrated novel will
introduce readers again to one of the most memorable characters in Canadian fiction. Hagar
Shipley is stubborn, querulous, self-reliant, and, at ninety, with her life nearly behind her, she
makes a bold last step towards freedom and independence. As her story unfolds, we are
drawn into her past. We meet Hagar as a young girl growing up in a black prairie town; as the
wife of a virile but unsuccessful farmer with whom her marriage was stormy; as a mother who
dominates her younger son; and, finally, as an old woman isolated by an uncompromising
pride and by the stern virtues she has inherited from her pioneer ancestors. Vivid, evocative,
moving, The Stone Angel celebrates the triumph of the spirit, and reveals Margaret Laurence
at the height of her powers as a writer of extraordinary craft and profound insight into the
workings of the human heart.
The tranquility of Mars is disrupted by humans who want to conquer space, colonize the
planet, and escape a doomed Earth.
Explores the world of ants in a Costa Rican nature reserve in a study that is told from the ant's
perspective, and profiles such ants as the leafcutter scout and swarm-raider male
Canadian Fiction Studies are an answer to every librarian's, student's, and teacher's wishes.
Each book, about 80 pages in length, contains clear, readable information on a major
Canadian novel. These studies are carefully designed readings of the novels; they are not
substitutes for reading them. Each book is attractively produced and follows the same format,
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so students will know exactly what to expect: • a chronology of the author's life • the
importance of the book • critical reception • reading of the text • selected list of works cited

For readers of Miranda July, Rebecca Lee, and Mary Gaitskill, a debut short-story
collection that is a mesmerizing blend of wit, transgression, and heart. LONGLISTED
FOR THE PEN/ROBERT W. BINGHAM PRIZE FOR DEBUT FICTION A passiveaggressive couple in the midst of a divorce compete over whose new fling is more
exotic. A Russian migrant in Tokyo agonizes over the money her lover accepts from a
yakuza. A dead body on a drug dealer’s floor leads to the strangest first date ever. In
this razor-sharp debut collection, Jen Silverman delivers eleven interconnected stories
that take place in expat bars, artist colonies, train stations, and matchbox apartments in
the United States and Japan. Unforgettable characters crisscross through these
transient spaces, loving, hurting, and leaving each other as they experience the
loneliness and dangerous freedom that comes with being an outsider. In “Maria of the
Grapes,” a pair of damaged runaways get lost in the seductive underworld beneath
Tokyo’s clean streets; in “Pretoria,” a South African expatriate longs for the chaos of
her homeland as she contemplates a marriage proposal; in “Girl Canadian Shipwreck,”
a young woman in Brooklyn seeks permission to flee from her boyfriend and his terrible
performance art; in “Maureen,” an aspiring writer realizes that her beautiful, neurotic
boss is lonelier than she lets on. The Island Dwellers ranges near and far in its
exploration of solitude and reinvention, identity and sexuality, family and home. Jen
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Silverman is the rare talent who can evoke the landscape of a whole life in a single
subtle phrase—vital, human truths that you may find yourself using as a map to your
own heart. Praise for The Island Dwellers “These stories, in any case, are irresistible,
delivering a portrait of contemporary relationships that . . . is shot through with veins of
real connection.”—The New York Times Book Review “The eleven stories that make up
this collection are raw, intense in their longing, and tender in the most unexpected
ways.”—Lambda Literary “Silverman’s disarming and unconventional characters are all
searching for a connection with others. Some are battling loneliness or the fear of being
alone but they’re all blessed with quick wits and warmth. This is an outstanding short
story debut.”—Shelf Awareness
The essays collected in this volume offer a range of different approaches to the
significance of the work of Margaret Laurence, historical, feminist, descriptive and
thematic, in which critics from Europe, America and Canada offer assessments of this
20th century novelist.
opinion, the Guide offers a discriminating - and sometimes controversial - view of a
broad range of contemporary literatures.
The magnificent and long-awaited biography of the beloved writer who gave us the
Manawaka novels, including The Diviners and The Stone Angel.
In the tradition of Guns, Germs, and Steel and Sapiens, a winner of the Royal Society
Prize for Science Books shows how four tools enabled has us humans to control the
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destiny of our species "A wondrous, visionary work"--Tim Flannery, scientist and author
of the bestselling The Weather Makers What enabled us to go from simple stone tools
to smartphones? How did bands of hunter-gatherers evolve into multinational empires?
Readers of Sapiens will say a cognitive revolution -- a dramatic evolutionary change
that altered our brains, turning primitive humans into modern ones -- caused a cultural
explosion. In Transcendence, Gaia Vince argues instead that modern humans are the
product of a nuanced coevolution of our genes, environment, and culture that goes
back into deep time. She explains how, through four key elements -- fire, language,
beauty, and time -- our species diverged from the evolutionary path of all other animals,
unleashing a compounding process that launched us into the Space Age and beyond.
Provocative and poetic, Transcendence shows how a primate took dominion over
nature and turned itself into something marvelous.
In this celebrated novel, Margaret Laurence writes with grace, power, and deep
compassion about Rachel Cameron, a woman struggling to come to terms with love,
with death, with herself and her world. Trapped in a milieu of deceit and pettiness – her
own and that of others – Rachel longs for love, and contact with another human being
who shares her rebellious spirit. Through her summer affair with Nick Kazlik, a
schoolmate from earlier years, she learns at last to reach out to another person and to
make herself vulnerable. A Jest of God won the Governor General’s Award for 1966
and was released as the successful film, Rachel, Rachel. The novel stands as a
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poignant and singularly enduring work by one of the world’s most distinguished
authors.
The Fire-DwellersUniversity of Chicago Press
In this study of the Canadian novelist Margaret Laurence, recent narratological models
provide the theoretical framework for a textual analysis that aims at complementing
previous thematic critiques. The chief focus is on The Stone Angel and The Diviners,
which the conclusion then presents in the context of the other novels in Laurence's
Manawaka cycle. Consideration of the published works is rounded off with genetic
comparison of the novelist's typescript drafts and an evaluation of the manuscript notes
kept in the archives of McMaster and York Universities. The central structural principle
of The Stone Angel is its dovetailing of past and present scenes. Temporal
arrangement, reflecting the frequency and duration of Hagar's memories, reveals the
hold of memory over the central character and her attempts to suppress her fear of
mortality. Hagar-as-narrator manipulates character-presentation and description to her
own advantage. In a basically oppositional structure, her need for control is reflected in
the neat ordering of the narrative. The verbal texture of the novel serves to establish a
value system that insists on the superiority of imported culture over Western Canadian
forms. The Diviners shares a number of narrative similarities with The Stone Angel, but
the latter's formal rigidity has yielded, by the time Laurence writes her last novel, to the
concept of multiplicity - characters, time planes, perspectives and narrative voices
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(including metafictional commentaries). Textual coherence is secured via narrative
strategies (including typography, generational paradigms, repetition, parallelism,
intertextuality, and tropological patterning) that render the novel readable and present
experience as ordered in a time of cultural flux and personal crisis.
A collection of essays about contemporary Canadian novels by Margaret Atwood,
Robertson Davies, Margaret Laurence, Alice Munro, Mordechai Richler, Rudy Weibe,
as edited by professor of English at the University of Ottawa John Moss.
A compulsively readable novel in the vein of The Bonfire of the Vanities—by way of The
Nest—about what Washington, DC’s high society members do away from the Capitol
building and behind the closed doors of their suburban mansions. They are the families
considered worthy of a listing in the exclusive Green Book—a discriminative diary
created by the niece of Edith Roosevelt’s social secretary. Their aristocratic bloodlines
are woven into the very fabric of Washington—generation after generation. Their old
money and manner lurk through the cobblestone streets of Georgetown, Kalorama and
Capitol Hill. They only socialize within their inner circle, turning a blind eye to those who
come and go on the political merry-go-round. These parents and their children live life
free of consequences in a gilded existence of power and privilege. But what they have
failed to understand is that the world is changing. And when the family of one of their
own is held hostage and brutally murdered, everything about their legacy is called into
question. They’re called The Cave Dwellers.
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The culmination and completion of Margaret Laurence’s celebrated Manawaka cycle,
The Diviners is an epic novel. This is the powerful story of an independent woman who
refuses to abandon her search for love. For Morag Gunn, growing up in a small
Canadian prairie town is a toughening process – putting distance between herself and a
world that wanted no part of her. But in time, the aloneness that had once been forced
upon her becomes a precious right – relinquished only in her overwhelming need for
love. Again and again, Morag is forced to test her strength against the world – and
finally achieves the life she had determined would be hers. The Diviners has been
acclaimed by many critics as the outstanding achievement of Margaret Laurence’s
writing career. In Morag Gunn, Laurence has created a figure whose experience
emerges as that of all dispossessed people in search of their birthright, and one who
survives as an inspirational symbol of courage and endurance. The Diviners received
the Governor General’s Award for Fiction for 1974.
Discusses the Native Americans known as the Anasazi, who migrated to southwestern
Colorado in the first century A.D.
Atherton was once a magnificent three-tiered world, but few inhabitants know the truth
of its dark origin: it is a giant man-made satellite, created as a refuge from a dying
Earth. Now this strange place is torn apart--its three lands, formerly separated by
treacherous cliffs, have collapsed and collided. But a gifted climber and adventurous
orphan boy, Edgar, is determined to discover the secret of Atherton's survival, and
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embarks on a life-or-death quest to find its mad maker. In bestselling author Patrick
Carman's rich and riveting follow-up to The House of Power, an extraordinary world
meets its destiny in an epic and unforgettable rebirth.
Stacey MacAindra burns – to burst through the shadows of her existence to a richer life,
to recover some of the passion she can only dimly remember from her past. The FireDwellers is an extraordinary novel about a woman who has four children, a hardworking but uncommunicative husband, a spinster sister, and an abiding conviction that
life has more to offer her than the tedious routine of her days. Margaret Laurence has
given us another unforgettable heroine – human, compelling, full of poetry, irony and
humour. In the telling of her life, Stacey rediscovers for us all the richness of the
commonplace, the pain and beauty in being alive, and the secret music that dances in
everyone’s soul.
"Exciting Post-Apocalyptic Tale...world building is rich, detailed, and believable.
Readers who enjoyed Blood Red Road by Moira Young will absolutely love this book!"Mike Mullin, bestselling author of ASHFALL"Fire Country is a fast, fierce read. You will
root for the protagonist, Siena, and her story will rake you across the coals. I will be
keeping an eye on David Estes. You should too!" -Emmy Laybourne, bestselling author
of MONUMENT 14"Strong world building and vivid characters make Fire Country stand
out from other post-apocalyptic YA novels. Young Siena is spunky and believable, and
readers will pull for her to escape the clutches of her father and the dystopian society in
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which she lives."- Rysa Walker, bestselling author of TIMEBOUNDIn a changed world
where the sky bleeds red, winter is hotter than hell and full of sandstorms, and
summer's even hotter with raging fires that roam the desert-like country, the Heaters
manage to survive, barely. Due to toxic air, life expectancies are so low the only way
the tribe can survive is by forcing women to procreate when they turn sixteen and every
three years thereafter. It is their duty as Bearers.Fifteen-year-old Siena is a Youngling,
soon to be a Bearer, when she starts hearing rumors of another tribe of all women,
called the Wild Ones. They are known to kidnap Youngling girls before the Call, the
ceremony in which Bearers are given a husband with whom to bear children with. As
the desert sands run out on her life's hourglass, Siena must uncover the truth about the
Wild Ones while untangling the web of lies and deceit her father has masterfully spun.
The Fire-Dwellers is an extraordinary novel about a woman who has four children, a
hard-working but uncommunicative husband, a spinster sister, and an abiding
conviction that life has more to offer her than the tedious routine of her days. Stacey
MacAindra burns--to burst through the shadows of her existence to a richer life, to
recover some of the passion she can only dimly remember from her past. Margaret
Laurence has given us another unforgettable heroine--human, compelling, full of poetry,
irony, and humour. In the telling of her life, Stacey rediscovers for us all the richness of
the commonplace, the pain and beauty in being alive, and the secret music that dances
in everyone's soul. "
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New York Times bestselling author Sophie Jordan’s romantic, sweeping fantasy Reign
of Shadows continues in this suspenseful sequel, Rise of Fire. Luna and Fowler have
escaped the kingdom of Relhok, but they haven’t escaped the darkness. When a battle
against the dark dwellers mortally injures Fowler, Luna is faced with a choice: put their
fate in the hands of mysterious strangers or risk losing Fowler forever. Desperate to
keep the one bright part of her life alive, Luna accepts the help of soldiers from a
nearby kingdom. Lagonia’s castle offers reprieve from the dangerous outside
world—until the King discovers both Fowler and Luna’s true ties to Relhok and their
influence over the throne. Now pawns in each kingdom’s political game, Luna and
Fowler are more determined than ever to escape and build the life they’ve been
dreaming of. But their own pasts have a tight hold on their hearts and their destinies.
Luna must embrace the darkness and fire within her before she loses not only Fowler
but the power she was destined to inherit.
The Earth Dwellers is the 4th book in BOTH The Dwellers Saga and The Country Saga.
The author recommends that BOTH series are read in their entirety before reading this
book (The Moon Dwellers, The Star Dwellers, The Sun Dwellers, Fire Country, Ice
Country, Water & Storm Country).Your favorite Dwellers and Country Saga characters
come together in this epic seventh book! As President Borg Lecter threatens to
annihilate the Country tribes in order to expand his glass-domed empire, Adele
ventures into the belly of the beast. Her only hope of survival is the consolidation of
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Dwellers and Country power before it's too late. Former demagogue President Nailin is
eliminated, yet civil unrest infects every alliance. To save Adele, President Tristan faces
his greatest challenge yet: unifying unfriendly Dwellers in the Tri-Realms to raise an
army against Lecter. Meanwhile, Dazz must convince the Ice Country leaders to march
with Siena and the Tri-Tribes on the gates of the Glass City.The world sits on the edge
of a knife. Will Adele, Tristan, Dazz, and Siena defeat Lecter and his army of killers
before the Glassies wipe them off the face of the Earth?
"As the tension for war mounts between the Seelie and Unseelie (Light and Dark), the
tension at the Dark Dweller's compound escalates even more as they prepare to obtain
the Sword of Light-the only weapon able to kill the Queen. Is Ember the answer to the
location of the sword? Is she the one to fulfill the prophecy?" -- page [4] cover.
The Allegory of the Cave, or Plato's Cave, was presented by the Greek philosopher
Plato in his work Republic (514a–520a) to compare "the effect of education (???????)
and the lack of it on our nature". It is written as a dialogue between Plato's brother
Glaucon and his mentor Socrates, narrated by the latter. The allegory is presented after
the analogy of the sun (508b–509c) and the analogy of the divided line (509d–511e). All
three are characterized in relation to dialectic at the end of Books VII and VIII
(531d–534e). Plato has Socrates describe a group of people who have lived chained to
the wall of a cave all of their lives, facing a blank wall. The people watch shadows
projected on the wall from objects passing in front of a fire behind them, and give
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names to these shadows. The shadows are the prisoners' reality.
Heart of a Stranger, originally published in 1976, is a travelogue chronicling Laurence's
geographical journeys to many lands and places. She notes "I saw, somewhat to my
surprise, that they are all, in one way or another, travel articles. And by travel, I mean
both those voyages which are outer and those voyages which are inner."
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