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Fordlandia The Rise And Fall Of Henry Fords Forgotten
Jungle City
Here is the book that exposed the Daimler-Chrysler "merger of equals" as a bold
German takeover of an industrial icon. Taken for a Ride reveals the shock waves
felt around the world when Daimler-Benz bought Chrysler for $36 billion in 1998.
In a gripping narrative, Bill Vlasic and Bradley A. Stertz go behind the scenes of
the defining corporate drama of the decade -- and in a new epilogue chart its
chaotic aftermath.
The extraordinary, unknown story of two giants of American history—Henry Ford
and Thomas Edison—and their attempt to create an electric-powered city of
tomorrow on the Tennessee River During the roaring twenties, two of the most
revered and influential men in American business proposed to transform one of
the country’s poorest regions into a dream technological metropolis, a shining
paradise of small farms, giant factories, and sparkling laboratories. Henry Ford
and Thomas Edison’s “Detroit of the South” would be ten times the size of
Manhattan, powered by renewable energy, and free of air pollution. And it would
reshape American society, introducing mass commuting by car, use a new kind
of currency called “energy dollars,” and have the added benefit (from Ford and
Edison's view) of crippling the growth of socialism. The whole audacious scheme
almost came off, with Southerners rallying to support what became known as the
Ford Plan. But while some saw it as a way to conjure the future and reinvent the
South, others saw it as one of the biggest land swindles of all time. They were all
true. Electric City is a rich chronicle of the time and the social backdrop, and
offers a fresh look at the lives of the two men who almost saw the project to
fruition, the forces that came to oppose them, and what rose in its stead: a new
kind of public corporation called the Tennessee Valley Authority, one of the
greatest achievements of the New Deal. This is a history for a wide audience,
including readers interested in American history, technology, politics, and the
future.
The stunning, never before told story of the quixotic attempt to recreate smalltown America in the heart of the Amazon In 1927, Henry Ford, the richest man in
the world, bought a tract of land twice the size of Delaware in the Brazilian
Amazon. His intention was to grow rubber, but the project rapidly evolved into a
more ambitious bid to export America itself, along with its golf courses, ice-cream
shops, bandstands, indoor plumbing, and Model Ts rolling down broad streets.
Fordlandia, as the settlement was called, quickly became the site of an epic
clash. On one side was the car magnate, lean, austere, the man who reduced
industrial production to its simplest motions; on the other, the Amazon, lush,
extravagant, the most complex ecological system on the planet. Ford's early
success in imposing time clocks and square dances on the jungle soon
collapsed, as indigenous workers, rejecting his midwestern Puritanism, turned
the place into a ribald tropical boomtown. Fordlandia's eventual demise as a
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rubber plantation foreshadowed the practices that today are laying waste to the
rain forest. More than a parable of one man's arrogant attempt to force his will on
the natural world, Fordlandia depicts a desperate quest to salvage the bygone
America that the Ford factory system did much to dispatch. As Greg Grandin
shows in this gripping and mordantly observed history, Ford's great delusion was
not that the Amazon could be tamed but that the forces of capitalism, once
released, might yet be contained. Fordlandia is a 2009 National Book Award
Finalist for Nonfiction.
The Oxford History of the United States is by far the most respected multi-volume
history of our nation. The series includes three Pulitzer Prize winners, two New
York Times bestsellers, and winners of the Bancroft and Parkman Prizes. Now, in
the newest volume in the series, one of America's most esteemed historians,
Gordon S. Wood, offers a brilliant account of the early American Republic,
ranging from 1789 and the beginning of the national government to the end of the
War of 1812. As Wood reveals, the period was marked by tumultuous change in
all aspects of American life--in politics, society, economy, and culture. The men
who founded the new government had high hopes for the future, but few of their
hopes and dreams worked out quite as they expected. They hated political
parties but parties nonetheless emerged. Some wanted the United States to
become a great fiscal-military state like those of Britain and France; others
wanted the country to remain a rural agricultural state very different from the
European states. Instead, by 1815 the United States became something neither
group anticipated. Many leaders expected American culture to flourish and
surpass that of Europe; instead it became popularized and vulgarized. The
leaders also hope to see the end of slavery; instead, despite the release of many
slaves and the end of slavery in the North, slavery was stronger in 1815 than it
had been in 1789. Many wanted to avoid entanglements with Europe, but instead
the country became involved in Europe's wars and ended up waging another war
with the former mother country. Still, with a new generation emerging by 1815,
most Americans were confident and optimistic about the future of their country.
Named a New York Times Notable Book, Empire of Liberty offers a marvelous
account of this pivotal era when America took its first unsteady steps as a new
and rapidly expanding nation.
This volume includes historiographical surveys of American foreign relations
since 1941 by some of the country's leading historians. Some of the essays offer
sweeping overviews of the major trends in the field of foreign/international
relations history. Others survey the literature on US relations with particular
regions of the world or on the foreign policies of presidential administrations. The
result is a comprehensive assessment of the historical literature on US foreign
policy that highlights recent developments in the field.
Named one of the ten best books of the year by the Chicago Tribune A
Publishers Weekly best book of 2019 | A 2019 NPR Staff Pick A pathbreaking
history of the United States’ overseas possessions and the true meaning of its
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empire We are familiar with maps that outline all fifty states. And we are also
familiar with the idea that the United States is an “empire,” exercising power
around the world. But what about the actual territories—the islands, atolls, and
archipelagos—this country has governed and inhabited? In How to Hide an
Empire, Daniel Immerwahr tells the fascinating story of the United States outside
the United States. In crackling, fast-paced prose, he reveals forgotten episodes
that cast American history in a new light. We travel to the Guano Islands, where
prospectors collected one of the nineteenth century’s most valuable
commodities, and the Philippines, site of the most destructive event on U.S. soil.
In Puerto Rico, Immerwahr shows how U.S. doctors conducted grisly
experiments they would never have conducted on the mainland and charts the
emergence of independence fighters who would shoot up the U.S. Congress. In
the years after World War II, Immerwahr notes, the United States moved away
from colonialism. Instead, it put innovations in electronics, transportation, and
culture to use, devising a new sort of influence that did not require the control of
colonies. Rich with absorbing vignettes, full of surprises, and driven by an original
conception of what empire and globalization mean today, How to Hide an Empire
is a major and compulsively readable work of history.
A groundbreaking investigation of how and why, from the 18th century to the
present day, American resistance to our ruling elites has vanished. From the
American Revolution through the Civil Rights movement, Americans have long
mobilized against political, social, and economic privilege. Hierarchies based on
inheritance, wealth, and political preferment were treated as obnoxious and a
threat to democracy. Mass movements envisioned a new world supplanting dogeat-dog capitalism. But over the last half-century that political will and cultural
imagination have vanished. Why? THE AGE OF ACQUIESCENCE seeks to
solve that mystery. Steve Fraser's account of national transformation brilliantly
examines the rise of American capitalism, the visionary attempts to protect the
democratic commonwealth, and the great surrender to today's delusional fables
of freedom and the politics of fear. Effervescent and razorsharp, THE AGE OF
ACQUIESCENCE will be one of the most provocative and talked-about books of
the year.
DIVAn interdisciplinary anthology on the largest, most populous nation in Central
America, covering Guatemalan history, culture, literature and politics and
containing many primary sources not previously published in English./div
Capital, as Marx once wrote, comes into the world “dripping from head to foot, from every
pore, with blood and dirt.” He might well have been describing the long, grim history of rubber.
From the early stages of primitive accumulation to the heights of the industrial revolution and
beyond, rubber is one of a handful of commodities that has played a crucial role in shaping the
modern world, and yet, as John Tully shows in this remarkable book, laboring people around
the globe have every reason to regard it as “the devil’s milk.” All the advancements made
possible by rubber—industrial machinery, telegraph technology, medical equipment, countless
consumer goods—have occurred against a backdrop of seemingly endless exploitation,
conquest, slavery, and war. But Tully is quick to remind us that the vast terrain of rubber
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production has always been a site of struggle, and that the oppressed who toil closest to “the
devil’s milk” in all its forms have never accepted their immiseration without a fight. This book,
the product of exhaustive scholarship carried out in many countries and several continents, is
destined to become a classic.Tully tells the story of humanity’s long encounter with rubber in a
kaleidoscopic narrative that regards little as outside its rangewithout losing sight of the
commodity in question. With the skill of a master historian and the elegance of a novelist, he
presents what amounts to a history of the modern world told through the multiple lives of
rubber.
FordlandiaThe Rise and Fall of Henry Ford's Forgotten Jungle CityPicador
The first book-length, in-depth ethnography of U.S. human spaceflight What if outer space is
not outside the human environment but, rather, defines it? This is the unusual starting point of
Valerie Olson’s Into the Extreme, revealing how outer space contributes to making what
counts as the scope and scale of today’s natural and social environments. With
unprecedented access to spaceflight worksites ranging from astronaut training programs to life
science labs and architecture studios, Olson examines how U.S. experts work within the solar
system as the container of life and as a vast site for new forms of technical and political
environmental control. Olson’s book shifts our attention from space’s political geography to its
political ecology, showing how scientists, physicians, and engineers across North America
collaborate to build the conceptual and nuts-and-bolts systems that connect Earth to a
specifically ecosystemic cosmos. This cosmos is being redefined as a competitive space for
potential economic resources, social relations, and political strategies. Showing how
contemporary U.S. environmental power is bound up with the production of national technical
and scientific access to outer space, Into the Extreme brings important new insights to our
understanding of modern environmental history and politics. At a time when the boundaries of
global ecologies and economies extend far below and above Earth’s surface, Olson’s new
analytic frameworks help us understand how varieties of outlying spaces are known, made,
and organized as kinds of environments—whether terrestrial or beyond.
One of the 20th century's enduring works, One Hundred Years of Solitude is a widely beloved
and acclaimed novel known throughout the world, and the ultimate achievement in a Nobel
Prize–winning career. The novel tells the story of the rise and fall of the mythical town of
Macondo through the history of the Buendía family. It is a rich and brilliant chronicle of life and
death, and the tragicomedy of humankind. In the noble, ridiculous, beautiful, and tawdry story
of the Buendía family, one sees all of humanity, just as in the history, myths, growth, and
decay of Macondo, one sees all of Latin America. Love and lust, war and revolution, riches and
poverty, youth and senility -- the variety of life, the endlessness of death, the search for peace
and truth -- these universal themes dominate the novel. Whether he is describing an affair of
passion or the voracity of capitalism and the corruption of government, Gabriel García Márquez
always writes with the simplicity, ease, and purity that are the mark of a master. Alternately
reverential and comical, One Hundred Years of Solitude weaves the political, personal, and
spiritual to bring a new consciousness to storytelling. Translated into dozens of languages, this
stunning work is no less than an accounting of the history of the human race.
* Our summary is short, simple and pragmatic. It allows you to have the essential ideas of a big
book in less than 30 minutes. By reading this summary, you will discover how Henry Ford
wanted to recreate a small North America in the middle of the Amazon jungle of Brazil in the
1920s and 1930s. You will also discover that : Henry Ford hated cow's milk; He was a great
fan of folk dances; The people of Fordlandia were encouraged to eat wholegrain bread and
wholegrain rice; Fordlandia was twice the size of the state of Delaware; At first, crime was allpowerful in Fordlandia; Henry Ford enforced Prohibition in Fordlandia. The forgotten city of the
jungle, so one could call Fordlandia, the American colony created from scratch by Henry Ford
in the heart of the Amazon jungle. The author, Greg Grandin, tells like a novel a true story, with
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protagonists who have the stature of the men who make the story. Henry Ford is
unquestionably of this calibre. This plunge into the Brazilian primary forest is also a plunge into
the consciousness of Puritan America and its fundamental anguish. *Buy now the summary of
this book for the modest price of a cup of coffee!
Anthony Pereira introduces the country and idea of Brazil, from its depiction in the 2016
Olympic Games in Rio, to Brazil's colonial past, and the country's transformation from a poor
agricultural outpost to an integral part of the 21st century global order. Throughout he
considers the economic, political, and social challenges the country faces.
The Color Line and the Assembly Line tells a new story of the impact of mass production on
society. Global corporations based originally in the United States have played a part in making
gender and race everywhere. Focusing on Ford Motor Company’s rise to become the largest,
richest, and most influential corporation in the world, The Color Line and the Assembly Line
takes on the traditional story of Fordism. Contrary to popular thought, the assembly line was
perfectly compatible with all manner of racial practice in the United States, Brazil, and South
Africa. Each country’s distinct racial hierarchies in the 1920s and 1930s informed Ford’s often
divisive labor processes. Confirming racism as an essential component in the creation of global
capitalism, Elizabeth Esch also adds an important new lesson showing how local patterns gave
capitalism its distinctive features.
Documents an extraordinary early nineteenth-century event that inspired Herman Melville's
"Beneto Cereno," tracing the cultural, economic, and religious clash that occurred aboard a
distressed Spanish ship of West African pirates.
In this engaging book, Stephen Nugent offers an in-depth historical anthropology of a widely
recognised feature of the Amazon region, examining the dramatic rise and fall of the rubber
industry. He considers rubber in the Amazon from the perspective of a long-term extractive
industry that linked remote forest tappers to technical innovations central to the industrial
transformation of Europe and North America, emphasizing the links between the social
landscape of Amazonia and the global economy. Through a critical examination focused on the
rubber industry, Nugent addresses myths that continue to influence perceptions of Amazonia.
The book challenges widely held assumptions about the hyper-naturalism of the ‘lost world’ of
the Amazon where ‘the challenge of the tropics’ is still to be faced and the ‘frontiers of
development’ are still to be settled. It is relevant for students and scholars of anthropology,
Latin American studies, history, political ecology, geography and development studies.
A new account of America's most controversial diplomat that moves beyond praise or
condemnation to reveal Kissinger as the architect of America's current imperial stance In his
fascinating new book Kissinger's Shadow, acclaimed historian Greg Grandin argues that to
understand the crisis of contemporary America—its never-ending wars abroad and political
polarization at home—we have to understand Henry Kissinger. Examining Kissinger's own
writings, as well as a wealth of newly declassified documents, Grandin reveals how Richard
Nixon's top foreign policy advisor, even as he was presiding over defeat in Vietnam and a
disastrous, secret, and illegal war in Cambodia, was helping to revive a militarized version of
American exceptionalism centered on an imperial presidency. Believing that reality could be
bent to his will, insisting that intuition is more important in determining policy than hard facts,
and vowing that past mistakes should never hinder future bold action, Kissinger anticipated,
even enabled, the ascendance of the neoconservative idealists who took America into crippling
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Going beyond accounts focusing either on Kissinger's crimes or
accomplishments, Grandin offers a compelling new interpretation of the diplomat's continuing
influence on how the United States views its role in the world.
What made Pontypool such a great seam of talent for the Welsh national team? Why were
they hated and feared in equal measure by other clubs in Wales and across the Severn? What
made Ray Prosser a coach ahead of his time? In this engrossing book, Alun Carter and Nick
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Bishop recount the dramatic story of the rise and fall of one of the great enigmas of Welsh club
rugby: Pontypool RFC. They chart the glories and violence of the amateur era in the 1970s and
’80s before the club entered a period of steady decline in the age of professionalism, reaching
the point of bankruptcy after a crippling legal battle with the Welsh RU. It is a symbolic tale of
the disintegration of the social fabric that held a once-great club together, both on and off the
playing field – often irresistibly funny, eventually tragic, but always larger than life.
The Times Literary Supplement calls Louis A. Pérez Jr. "the foremost historian of Cuba writing
in English." In this new edition of his acclaimed 1990 volume, he brings his expertise to bear on
the history and direction of relations between Cuba and the United States. Of all the peoples in
Latin America, the author argues, none have been more familiar to the United States than
Cubans--who in turn have come to know their northern neighbors equally well. Focusing on
what President McKinley called "the ties of singular intimacy" linking the destinies of the two
societies, Pérez examines the points at which they have made contact--politically, culturally,
economically--and explores the dilemmas that proximity to the United States has posed to
Cubans in their quest for national identity. This edition has been updated to cover such
developments of recent years as the renewed debate over American trade sanctions against
Cuba, the Elián González controversy, and increased cultural exchanges between the two
countries. Also included are a new preface and an updated bibliographical essay.
Published to wide acclaim in 1974, Thomas E. Skidmore's intellectual history of Brazilian racial
ideology has become a classic in the field. Available for the first time in paperback, this edition
has been updated to include a new preface and bibliography that surveys recent scholarship in
the field. Black into White is a broad-ranging study of what the leading Brazilian intellectuals
thought and propounded about race relations between 1870 and 1930. In an effort to reconcile
social realities with the doctrines of scientific racism, the Brazilian ideal of "whitening"—the
theory that the Brazilian population was becoming whiter as race mixing continued—was used
to justify the recruiting of European immigrants and to falsely claim that Brazil had
harmoniously combined a multiracial society of Europeans, Africans, and indigenous peoples.
In Uneven Development, a classic in its field, Neil Smith offers the first full theory of uneven
geographical development, entwining theories of space and nature with a critique of capitalist
development. Featuring pathbreaking analyses of the production of nature and the politics of
scale, Smith's work anticipated many of the uneven contours that now mark neoliberal
globalization. This third edition features an afterword updating the analysis for the present day.
Latin America experienced an epochal cycle of revolutionary upheavals and insurgencies
during the twentieth century, from the Mexican Revolution of 1910 through the mobilizations
and terror in Central America, the Southern Cone, and the Andes during the 1970s and 1980s.
In his introduction to A Century of Revolution, Greg Grandin argues that the dynamics of
political violence and terror in Latin America are so recognizable in their enforcement of
domination, their generation and maintenance of social exclusion, and their propulsion of
historical change, that historians have tended to take them for granted, leaving unexamined
important questions regarding their form and meaning. The essays in this groundbreaking
collection take up these questions, providing a sociologically and historically nuanced view of
the ideological hardening and accelerated polarization that marked Latin America’s twentieth
century. Attentive to the interplay among overlapping local, regional, national, and international
fields of power, the contributors focus on the dialectical relations between revolutionary and
counterrevolutionary processes and their unfolding in the context of U.S. hemispheric and
global hegemony. Through their fine-grained analyses of events in Chile, Colombia, Cuba, El
Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Peru, they suggest a framework for interpreting
the experiential nature of political violence while also analyzing its historical causes and
consequences. In so doing, they set a new agenda for the study of revolutionary change and
political violence in twentieth-century Latin America. Contributors Michelle Chase Jeffrey L.
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Gould Greg Grandin Lillian Guerra Forrest Hylton Gilbert M. Joseph Friedrich Katz Thomas
Miller Klubock Neil Larsen Arno J. Mayer Carlota McAllister Jocelyn Olcott Gerardo Rénique
Corey Robin Peter Winn
The story of the auto magnate's attempt to recreate small-town America, along with a rubber
plantation, in the heart of the Amazon details the clash between Ford and the jungle and its
inhabitants, as the tycoon attempted to force his will on the naturalworld.

The Key to the City brings together work that has long been admired by readers
of literary magazines and quarterlies. The collection opens with "The Ruins," a
group of poems set in poor neighborhoods in New York City—some so cut off from
midtown that they seem part of another continent or another age. The people in
these poems are schoolgirls, a cleaning lady in the laundromat, derelicts, a
prostitute stabbed in the street. Their interwoven voices contribute to a complex,
grave vision of remote causes and immediate suffering in the city. The poems of
the second section explore a broad range of experience: pregnancy and nursing,
inward solitude, the textures of Renaissance painting and American landscapes.
Utilising in-depth reviews, cast and plot details, Slimetime wallows in those films
which the world has deemed it best to forget - everything from cheesy no-budget
exploitation to the embarrassing efforts of Major Studios. Many of these films
have never seen a major release, some were big hits, and others have simply
vanished. To compliment the wealth of reviews on sci-fi, schlock, flower power
and puppet people films are detailed essays on specific sleaze genres such as
Biker, Blaxploitation and Drug movies. Fully updated and revised with new
reviews and new illustrations.
Over the latter half of the twentieth century, the Guatemalan state slaughtered
more than two hundred thousand of its citizens. In the wake of this violence, a
vibrant pan-Mayan movement has emerged, one that is challenging Ladino (nonindigenous) notions of citizenship and national identity. In The Blood of
Guatemala Greg Grandin locates the origins of this ethnic resurgence within the
social processes of eighteenth- and nineteenth-century state formation rather
than in the ruins of the national project of recent decades. Focusing on Mayan
elites in the community of Quetzaltenango, Grandin shows how their efforts to
maintain authority over the indigenous population and secure political power in
relation to non-Indians played a crucial role in the formation of the Guatemalan
nation. To explore the close connection between nationalism, state power, ethnic
identity, and political violence, Grandin draws on sources as diverse as
photographs, public rituals, oral testimony, literature, and a collection of
previously untapped documents written during the nineteenth century. He
explains how the cultural anxiety brought about by Guatemala’s transition to
coffee capitalism during this period led Mayan patriarchs to develop
understandings of race and nation that were contrary to Ladino notions of
assimilation and progress. This alternative national vision, however, could not
take hold in a country plagued by class and ethnic divisions. In the years prior to
the 1954 coup, class conflict became impossible to contain as the elites violently
opposed land claims made by indigenous peasants. This “history of power”
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reconsiders the way scholars understand the history of Guatemala and will be
relevant to those studying nation building and indigenous communities across
Latin America.
THE STORY OF AN IMPERIAL TRAGEDY THAT SENT SHOCKWAVES
AROUND THE WORLD In September 1910, the activist Roger Casement arrived
in the Amazon jungle on a mission for the British government: to investigate
reports of widespread human-rights abuses in the forests along the Putumayo
River. Accusations against the Peruvian rubber baron Julio César Arana had
been making their way back to London, and the rumors were on everybody's lips:
Arana was enslaving, torturing, and murdering the local Indians. Arana's
Peruvian Amazon Company, with its headquarters in London's financial heart,
was responsible. Casement was outraged by what he uncovered: nearly 30,000
Indians had died to produce 4,000 tons of rubber. When Casement's 700-page
report of the violence was published in London in 1912, it set off reverberations
throughout the world. People were appalled that murderous acts were being
carried out under the cloak of British respectability. The Peruvian Amazon
Company was forced into liquidation, and its board of directors was publicly
shamed. From the Amazonian rain forests to the streets of London and
Washington, D.C., Jordan Goodman recounts a tragedy whose exposure in 1912
drew back the curtain on exploitation and the wholesale abuse of human rights.
Drawing on a wealth of original research, The Devil and Mr. Casement is a
haunting story of modern capitalism with enormous contemporary political
resonance.
Reforming the World offers a sophisticated account of how and why, in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, American missionaries and moral
reformers undertook work abroad at an unprecedented rate and scale. Looking at
various organizations such as the Young Men's Christian Association and the
Student Volunteer Movement for Foreign Missions, Ian Tyrrell describes the
influence that the export of American values had back home, and explores the
methods and networks used by reformers to fashion a global and nonterritorial
empire. He follows the transnational American response to internal pressures,
the European colonies, and dynamic changes in global society. Examining the
cultural context of American expansionism from the 1870s to the 1920s, Tyrrell
provides a new interpretation of Christian and evangelical missionary work, and
he addresses America's use of "soft power." He describes evangelical reform's
influence on American colonial and diplomatic policy, emphasizes the limits of
that impact, and documents the often idiosyncratic personal histories, aspirations,
and cultural heritage of moral reformers such as Margaret and Mary Leitch, Louis
Klopsch, Clara Barton, and Ida Wells. The book illustrates that moral reform
influenced the United States as much as it did the colonial and quasi-colonial
peoples Americans came in contact with, and shaped the architecture of
American dealings with the larger world of empires through to the era of
Woodrow Wilson. Investigating the wide-reaching and diverse influence of
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evangelical reform movements, Reforming the World establishes how
transnational organizing played a vital role in America's political and economic
expansion.
The fortunes of the late nineteenth century’s imperial and industrial powers
depended on a single raw material—rubber—with only one source: the Amazon
basin. And so began the scramble for the Amazon—a decades-long conflict that
found Britain, France, Belgium, and the United States fighting with and against
the new nations of Peru, Bolivia, and Brazil for the forest’s riches. In the midst of
this struggle, Euclides da Cunha, engineer, journalist, geographer, political
theorist, and one of Brazil’s most celebrated writers, led a survey expedition to
the farthest reaches of the river, among the world’s most valuable, dangerous,
and little-known landscapes. The Scramble for the Amazon tells the story of da
Cunha’s terrifying journey, the unfinished novel born from it, and the global strife
that formed the backdrop for both. Haunted by his broken marriage, da Cunha
trekked through a beautiful region thrown into chaos by guerrilla warfare, starving
migrants, and native slavery. All the while, he worked on his masterpiece, a
nationalist synthesis of geography, philosophy, biology, and journalism he named
the Lost Paradise. Da Cunha intended his epic to unveil the Amazon’s explorers,
spies, natives, and brutal geopolitics, but, as Susanna B. Hecht recounts, he
never completed it—his wife’s lover shot him dead upon his return. At once the
biography of an extraordinary writer, a masterly chronicle of the social, political,
and environmental history of the Amazon, and a superb translation of the
remaining pieces of da Cunha’s project, The Scramble for the Amazon is a work
of thrilling intellectual ambition.
The New Deal: A Global History provides a radically new interpretation of a
pivotal period in US history. The first comprehensive study of the New Deal in a
global context, the book compares American responses to the international crisis
of capitalism and democracy during the 1930s to responses by other countries
around the globe—not just in Europe but also in Latin America, Asia, and other
parts of the world. Work creation, agricultural intervention, state planning,
immigration policy, the role of mass media, forms of political leadership, and new
ways of ruling America's colonies—all had parallels elsewhere and unfolded
against a backdrop of intense global debates. By avoiding the distortions of
American exceptionalism, Kiran Klaus Patel shows how America's reaction to the
Great Depression connected it to the wider world. Among much else, the book
explains why the New Deal had enormous repercussions on China; why Franklin
D. Roosevelt studied the welfare schemes of Nazi Germany; and why the New
Dealers were fascinated by cooperatives in Sweden—but ignored similar schemes
in Japan. Ultimately, Patel argues, the New Deal provided the institutional
scaffolding for the construction of American global hegemony in the postwar era,
making this history essential for understanding both the New Deal and America's
rise to global leadership.
PULITZER PRIZE FINALIST An epic, riveting history of New York City on the
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edge of disaster—and an anatomy of the austerity politics that continue to shape
the world today When the news broke in 1975 that New York City was on the
brink of fiscal collapse, few believed it was possible. How could the country’s
largest metropolis fail? How could the capital of the financial world go bankrupt?
Yet the city was indeed billions of dollars in the red, with no way to pay back its
debts. Bankers and politicians alike seized upon the situation as evidence that
social liberalism, which New York famously exemplified, was unworkable. The
city had to slash services, freeze wages, and fire thousands of workers, they
insisted, or financial apocalypse would ensue. In this vivid account, historian Kim
Phillips-Fein tells the remarkable story of the crisis that engulfed the city. With
unions and ordinary citizens refusing to accept retrenchment, the budget crunch
became a struggle over the soul of New York, pitting fundamentally opposing
visions of the city against each other. Drawing on never-before-used archival
sources and interviews with key players in the crisis, Fear City shows how the
brush with bankruptcy permanently transformed New York—and reshaped ideas
about government across America. At once a sweeping history of some of the
most tumultuous times in New York's past, a gripping narrative of last-minute
machinations and backroom deals, and an origin story of the politics of austerity,
Fear City is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the resurgent
fiscal conservatism of today.
An eye-opening examination of Latin America's role as proving ground for U.S. imperial
strategies and tactics In recent years, one book after another has sought to take the
measure of the Bush administration's aggressive foreign policy. In their search for
precedents, they invoke the Roman and British empires as well as postwar
reconstructions of Germany and Japan. Yet they consistently ignore the one place
where the United States had its most formative imperial experience: Latin America. A
brilliant excavation of a long-obscured history, Empire's Workshop is the first book to
show how Latin America has functioned as a laboratory for American extraterritorial
rule. Historian Greg Grandin follows the United States' imperial operations, from
Thomas Jefferson's aspirations for an "empire of liberty" in Cuba and Spanish Florida,
to Ronald Reagan's support for brutally oppressive but U.S.-friendly regimes in Central
America. He traces the origins of Bush's policies to Latin America, where many of the
administration's leading lights—John Negroponte, Elliott Abrams, Otto Reich—first
embraced the deployment of military power to advance free-market economics and first
enlisted the evangelical movement in support of their ventures. With much of Latin
America now in open rebellion against U.S. domination, Grandin concludes with a vital
question: If Washington has failed to bring prosperity and democracy to Latin
America—its own backyard "workshop"—what are the chances it will do so for the world?
After decades of bloodshed and political terror, many lament the rise of the left in Latin
America. Since the triumph of Castro, politicians and historians have accused the left
there of rejecting democracy, embracing communist totalitarianism, and prompting both
revolutionary violence and a right-wing backlash. Through unprecedented archival
research and gripping personal testimonies, Greg Grandin powerfully challenges these
views in this classic work. In doing so, he uncovers the hidden history of the Latin
American Cold War: of hidebound reactionaries holding on to their power and privilege;
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of Mayan Marxists blending indigenous notions of justice with universal ideas of
equality; and of a United States supporting new styles of state terror throughout the
region. With Guatemala as his case study, Grandin argues that the Latin American Cold
War was a struggle not between political liberalism and Soviet communism but two
visions of democracy—one vibrant and egalitarian, the other tepid and unequal—and that
the conflict’s main effect was to eliminate homegrown notions of social democracy.
Updated with a new preface by the author and an interview with Naomi Klein, The Last
Colonial Massacre is history of the highest order—a work that will dramatically recast our
understanding of Latin American politics and the role of the United States in the Cold
War and beyond. “This work admirably explains the process in which hopes of
democracy were brutally repressed in Guatemala and its people experienced a civil war
lasting for half a century.”—International History Review “A richly detailed, humane, and
passionately subversive portrait of inspiring reformers tragically redefined by the Cold
War as enemies of the state.”—Journal of American History
Fordlandia is a haunting, evocative novel at whose core lies a nugget of fact: In 1929,
Henry Ford, presiding in divine authority over his automobile empire, grew tired of the
British monopoly on Brazilian rubber. So, with signature hubris, Ford decided he would
produce his own rubber and set about colonizing the Amazon, ultimately investing
millions and founding an entire city around his rubber plantation. The name of the city
was Fordlandia. Surrounding this historical curiosity is a rich, captivating tales that
explores the fundamental struggle between man and the natural world. Eduardo
Sguiglia's exquisitely imagined Fordlandia is a town of characters by turns engaging
and enigmatic, who draw the reader into their various worlds so effortlessly and
ingenuously that their dreams, discoveries, and downfalls begin to seem as immediate
and piercing as one's won.
This book by architect and author Chapin describes existing pocket neighborhoods and
co-housing communities--and provides inspiration for creating new ones.
JACKSON/THIEF AT THE END OF THE WOR
Che Guevara left Argentina at 22. At 21, Belén Fernández left the U.S. and didn’t look
back. Alone, far off the beaten path in places like Syria and Tajikistan, she reflects on
what it means to be an American in a largely American-made mess of a world. After
growing up in Washington, D.C. and Texas, and then attending Columbia University in
New York, Belén Fernández ended up in a state of self-imposed exile from the United
States. From trekking—through Europe, the Middle East, Morocco, and Latin America—to
packing avocados in southern Spain, to close encounters with a variety of unpredictable
men, to witnessing the violent aftermath of the 2009 coup in Honduras, the international
travel allowed her by an American passport has, ironically, given her a direct view of the
devastating consequences of U.S. machinations worldwide. For some years Fernández
survived thanks to the generosity of strangers who picked her up hitchhiking, fed her,
and offered accommodations; then she discovered people would pay her for her
powerful, unfiltered journalism, enabling—as of the present moment—continued survival.
In just a few short years of publishing her observations on world politics and writing
from places as varied as Lebanon, Italy, Uzbekistan, Syria, Mexico, Turkey, Honduras,
and Iran, Belén Fernández has established herself as a one of the most trenchant
observers of America’s interventions around the world, following in the footsteps of
great foreign correspondents such as Martha Gellhorn and Susan Sontag.
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