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Mermaids On The Golf Course
Stories
A collection of psychologically chilling stories about the dark
realities of violence, secrecy, and madness that hide behind
the ordinary facade of middle-class life includes the title tale
in which a man's narrow escape from death endows his
everyday desires with tragic consequences. Reprint.
In This Sweet Sickness, Patricia Highsmith, in her own
inimitable fashion, has created a complex psychological tale
as suspenseful as The Talented Mr. Ripley. David Kelsey, a
young scientist, has an unyielding conviction that life will turn
out all right for him; he just has to fix the Situation: he is in
love with a married woman. Obsessed with Annabelle and the
life he has imagined for them—including the fully furnished
cabin he maintains for her—David prepares to win her over,
whatever it takes. In this riveting tale of a deluded loner,
Highsmith reveals her uncanny ability to draw out the secret
obsessions that overwhelm the human heart.
Tired of an arrangement that allows his wife, Melinda, to take
as many lovers as she wants in exchange for not deserting
the family, Vic tries to win her back by asserting himself with a
tall tale of murder, a lie that eventually comes true, in a
chilling novel about the dark reality behind the idyllic facade
of American suburban life. Reprint.
“[A] classic psychological thriller.”—USA Today Originally
published in 1964, and the winner of the CWA Best Foreign
Novel Award, Patricia Highsmith’s The Two Faces of
January is a chilling tale of suspense, suffused with her
trademark slow, creeping unease. In a grubby Athens hotel,
Rydal Keener is bored and killing time with petty scams. But
when he runs into another American, Chester MacFarland,
dragging a man’s body down the hotel hall, Rydan
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impulsively agrees to help, perhaps because Chester looks
like his father. Then Rydal meets Collete, Chester’s younger
wife, and captivated, becomes entangled in their sordid lives,
as the drama marches to a shocking climax at the ruins of the
labyrinth at Knossos. A film version of The Two Faces of
January, starring Viggo Mortensen, Kirsten Dunst, and Oscar
Isaac (Drive, Inside Llewelyn Davis) is in production. Adapted
by Academy Award nominee Hossein Amini (Drive), and
produced by Working Title and Timnick Films (The Talented
Mr. Ripley), it will be released later this fall. “An offbeat,
provocative and absorbing suspense novel.”—The New York
Times “Patricia Highsmith is one of the few suspense writers
whose work transcends genre.”—The Austin AmericanStatesman
"Grisly and atmospheric…[these] stories feature small worlds
of animal amorality in which the sweet taste of revenge
leaves no aftertaste of guilt." —Publishers Weekly Nowhere is
Patricia Highsmith's affinity for animals more apparent than in
The Animal-Lover's Book of Beastly Murder, for here she
transfers the murderous thoughts and rages most associated
with humans onto the animals themselves. You will meet, for
example, in "In the Dead of Truffle Season," a truffle-hunting
pig who tries to whet his own appetite for a while; or Jumbo in
"Chorus Girl's Absolutely Final Performance," a lonely, old
circus elephant who decides she's had enough of show
business and cruel trainers for one lifetime. In this satirical
reprise of Kafka, cats, dogs, and breeding rodents are no
longer ordinary beings in the happy home, but actually have
the power to destroy the world in which we live.
Falsely convicted of fraud, nave Philip Carter serves a drugravaged six-year term in prison and emerges a more
suspicious and violent man whose inability to trust markedly
shapes the lives of those around him. Reprint.
Guy Haines loses his own identity after he is drawn into a plot
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to commit murder, in a new edition of the first novel by the
author of The Talented Mr. Ripley. Reprint.
"A great American writer…Highsmith's writing is wicked…it puts
a spell on you." —Entertainment Weekly Now a major motion
picture. Patricia Highsmith's story of romantic obsession may
be one of the most important, but still largely unrecognized,
novels of the twentieth century. First published in 1952 and
touted as "the novel of a love that society forbids," the book
soon became a cult classic. Based on a true story plucked
from Highsmith's own life, Carol tells the riveting drama of
Therese Belivet, a stage designer trapped in a departmentstore day job, whose routine is forever shattered by a
gorgeous epiphany—the appearance of Carol Aird, a customer
who comes in to buy her daughter a Christmas toy. Therese
begins to gravitate toward the alluring suburban housewife,
who is trapped in a marriage as stultifying as Therese's job.
They fall in love and set out across the United States,
ensnared by society's confines and the imminent disapproval
of others, yet propelled by their infatuation. Carol is a
brilliantly written story that may surprise Highsmith fans and
will delight those discovering her work. This authorized edition
includes an afterword by Patricia Highsmith. Previously titled
The Price of Salt.

Now part of American film and literary lore, Tom
Ripley, "a bisexual psychopath and art forger who
murders without remorse when his comforts are
threatened" (), was Patricia Highsmith's favorite
creation. In (1980), Highsmith explores Ripley's
bizarrely paternal relationship with a troubled young
runaway, whose abduction draws them into Berlin's
seamy underworld. More than any other American
literary character, Ripley provides "a lens to peer into
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the sinister machinations of human behavior" (John
Freeman, ).
"Like Ripley, [Highsmith's characters] burn in a
reader's memory."—Susan Salters Reynolds, Los
Angeles Times Book Review In unmistakable
Highsmithian fashion, Small g, Patricia Highsmith's
final novel, opens near a seedy Zurich bar with the
brutal murder of Petey Ritter. Unraveling the
vagaries of love, sexuality, jealousy, and death,
Highsmith weaves a mystery both hilarious and
astonishing, a classic fairy tale executed with a
characteristic penchant for darkness. Published in
paperback for the first time in America, Small g is at
once an exorcism of Highsmith's literary demons and
a revelatory capstone to a wholly remarkable career.
It is a delightfully incantatory work that, in the
tradition of Shakespeare's A Midsummer Night's
Dream, shows us how bizarre and unpredictable
love can be.
Short stories of suspense by the author of Strangers
on a Train and The Talented Mr. Ripley—“a brilliant
collection” with a foreword by Graham Greene (The
Sunday Times). Master of tension Patricia Highsmith
is best known for her novels of ever-increasing
suspense, but she is equally adept at the short story,
where “she is after the quick kill rather than the slow
encirclement of the reader.” Eleven is Highsmith’s
first collection of short stories—dark masterpieces of
obsession and foreboding, violence and instability
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(Graham Greene, from the foreword). In these
pages, naturalists meet gruesome ends and
unhinged heroes disturb our sympathies; simple
cases of murder turn out to be something even more
sinister, and the cruelties of childhood come to
unsettling life. This is a captivating, important
collection from “one of the truly brilliant short-story
writers of the twentieth century” (Otto Penzler).
In his virtuosic new book noted cultural critic Mark
Seltzer shows how suspense, as art form and form
of life, depicts and shapes the social systems that
organize our modern world. Modernity's
predicament, Seltzer writes, is a society so hungry
for reality that it cannot stop describing itself, and
that makes for a world that continuously establishes
itself by staging its own conditions. Employing the
social theories of Georg Simmel, Erving Goffman,
Niklas Luhmann, and Peter Sloterdijk, Seltzer shows
how suspense novels, films, and performance art by
Patricia Highsmith, Tom McCarthy, Cormac
McCarthy, J. G. Ballard, Karl Ove Knausgaard, and
others outline how we currently live and reveal the
stress-points and mood-systems of the modern
epoch. In its focus on social games, depictions of
violent and explosive persons, along with its cast of
artists, reporters, detectives, and others who
observe and report and reenact, the suspense mode
creates and recreates modern systems of action and
autonomy, and defines the self-turned world's
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practices and aesthetics. By epitomizing a reflexive,
self-legislating, and autonomous world, a suspense
art with humans in the systems epoch provides the
models and sets the rules for our modern, official
world.
Patricia Highsmith's The Price of Salt is now a major
motion picture (Carol) starring Cate Blanchett and
Mia Wasikowska, directed by Todd Hayes A 2010
New York Times Notable Book A 2010 Lambda
Literary Award Winner A 2009 Edgar Award
Nominee A 2009 Agatha Award Nominee A
Publishers Weekly Pick of the Week Patricia
Highsmith, one of the great writers of twentiethcentury American fiction, had a life as darkly
compelling as that of her favorite "hero-criminal," the
talented Tom Ripley. Joan Schenkar maps out this
richly bizarre life from her birth in Texas to
Hitchcock's filming of her first novel, Strangers on a
Train, to her long, strange self-exile in Europe. We
see her as a secret writer for the comics, a brilliant
creator of disturbing fictions, and an erotic predator
with dozens of women (and a few good men) on her
love list. The Talented Miss Highsmith is the first
literary biography with access to Highsmith's whole
story: her closest friends, her oeuvre, her archives.
It's a compulsive page-turner unlike any other, a
book worthy of Highsmith herself.
While the roots of the detective novel go back to the
19th century, the genre reached its height around
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1925 to 1945. This work presents information on 21
British and American women who wrote during the
20th century. As a group they were largely
responsible for the great popularity of the detective
novel in the first half of the century. The British
authors are Dora Turnbull (Patricia Wentworth),
Agatha Christie, Dorothy L. Sayers, Elizabeth
Mackintosh (Josephine Tey), Ngaio Marsh, Gladys
Mitchell, Margery Allingham, Edith Pargeter (Ellis
Peters), Phyllis Dorothy James White (P.D. James),
Gwendoline Butler (Jennie Melville), and Ruth
Rendell, and the Americans are Patricia Highsmith,
Carolyn G. Heilbrun (Amanda Cross), Edna
Buchanan, Kate Gallison, Sue Grafton, Sara
Paretsky, Nevada Barr, Patricia Cornwell, Carol
Higgins Clark, and Megan Mallory Rust. A flavor of
each author’s work is provided.
The great revival of interest in Patricia Highsmith
continues with this work that reveals the chilling
reality behind the idyllic facade of American
suburban life. The stories collected in Mermaids on
the Golf Course are among Highsmith's most
mature, psychologically penetrating works. As in the
title story, in which a man's brush with death endows
his everyday desires with tragic consequences, the
warm familiarities of middle-class life become the
eerie setting for Highsmith's chilling portrayals of
violence, secrecy, and madness.
Publishing for the centenary of her birth, Patricia
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Highsmith’s diaries “offer the most complete picture
ever published” of the canonical author (New York
Times). Relegated to the genre of mystery during her
lifetime, Patricia Highsmith is now recognized as one
of “our greatest modernist writers” (Gore Vidal).
Beloved by fans who were unaware of the real
psychological turmoil behind her prose, the famously
secretive Highsmith refused to authorize a
biography, instead sequestering herself in her
Switzerland home in her final years. Posthumously,
her devoted editor Anna von Planta discovered her
diaries and notebooks in 1995, tucked in a
closet—with tantalizing instructions to be read. For
years thereafter, von Planta meticulously culled from
over eight thousand pages to help reveal the
inscrutable figure behind the legendary pen.
Beginning with her junior year at Barnard in 1941,
Highsmith ritualistically kept a diary and
notebook—the former to catalog her day, the latter to
brainstorm stories and hone her craft. This volume
weaves diary and notebook simultaneously,
exhibiting precisely how Highsmith’s personal affairs
seeped into her fiction—and the sheer darkness of
her own imagination. Charming yet teetering on the
egotistical, young “Pat” lays bare her dizzying social
life in 1940s Greenwich Village, barhopping with
Judy Holliday and Jane Bowles, among others.
Alongside Flannery O’Conner and Chester Himes,
she attended—at the recommendation of Truman
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Capote—the Yaddo artist colony in 1948, where she
drafted Strangers on a Train. Published in 1950 and
soon adapted by Alfred Hitchcock, this debut novel
brought recognition and brief financial security, but
left a heartsick Highsmith agonizing: “What is the life
I choose?” Providing extraordinary insights into
gender and sexuality in mid-twentieth-century
America, Highsmith’s diaries convey her euphoria
writing The Price of Salt (1951). Yet her sophomore
novel would have to be published under a
pseudonym, so as not to tarnish her reputation.
Indeed, no one could anticipate commercial
reception for a novel depicting love between two
women in the McCarthy era. Seeking relief from
America, Highsmith catalogs her peripatetic years in
Europe, subsisting on cigarettes and growing more
bigoted and satirical with age. After a stay in
Positano with a new lover, she reflects in her
notebooks on being an expat, and gleefully conjures
the unforgettable The Talented Mr. Ripley (1955); it
would be this sociopathic antihero who would finally
solidify her true fame. At once lovable, detestable,
and mesmerizing, Highsmith put her turbulent life to
paper for five decades, acutely aware there must be
“a few usable things in literature.” A memoir as
significant in our own century as Sylvia Plath’s
journals and Simone de Beauvoir’s writings were to
another time, Patricia Highsmith: Her Diaries and
Notebooks is an historic work that chronicles a
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woman’s rise against the conventional tide to
unparalleled literary prominence.
By the bestselling author of The Talented Mr Ripley,
Carol and Strangers on a Train 'One of the
exhilarating effects of reading Highsmith's stories . . .
is their surehandednes, their amazing breadth and
abundance . . . they compel attention and they add
significantly to her already formidable presence'
Washington Post The stories collected in Mermaids
on the Golf Course, first published in 1985, are
among Patricia Highsmith's most mature,
psychologically penetrating works. Published in the
latter part of her career, these stories reveal
Highsmith's mastery of the short story form. Moving
between locales as various as France, Mexico,
Zurich, and New York, Highsmith transforms the
mundane features of everyday life into an eerie
backdrop for her penetrating stories of violence,
secrecy, and madness. In 'The Stuff of Madness',
Christopher Waggoner, increasingly dismayed by his
wife's habit of preserving dead pets in their garden,
enacts a devious revenge by adding a bizarre new
exhibit to their collection; in the title story, a eminent
economist's brush with death endows his oncefamiliar desires with tragic consequences; and in 'A
Shot from Nowhere', a young painter who witnesses
a gruesome death on a vacant Mexican Street
becomes trapped in an unimaginable nightmare. In
these piercing stories, Highsmith creates a world all
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the more frightening because we recognise it as our
own...
A collection of stories, thrilling and bizarre, set in
France, Mexico, Zurich and New York.
More than 200,000 words of great crime and
suspense fiction Each year, Ed Gorman and Martin
H. Greenberg, editors of The World's Finest Mystery
and Crime Stories, have reached farther past the
boundaries of the United States to find the very best
suspense from the world over. In this third volume of
their series they have included stories from
Germany, Belgium, and the United Kingdom as well
as, of course, a number of fine stories from the
U.S.A. Among these tales are winners of the Edgar
Award, the Silver Dagger Award of the British Crime
Writers, and other major awards in the field. In
addition, here are reports on the field of mystery and
crime writing from correspondents in the U.S. (Jon L.
Breen), England (Maxim Jakubowski), Canada (Edo
Van Belkom), Australia (David Honeybone), and
Germany (Thomas Woertche). Altogether, with
nearly 250,000 words of the best short suspense
published in 2001, this bounteous volume is, as the
Wall Street Journal said of the previous year's
compilation, "the best value-for-money of any such
anthology." The A-to-Z of the authors should excite
the interest of any mystery reader: Robert Barnard •
Lawrence Block • Jon L. Breen • Wolfgang Burger •
Lillian Stewart Carl • Margaret Coel • Max Allan
Page 11/22

Get Free Mermaids On The Golf Course Stories
Collins • Bill Crider • Jeffery Deaver • Brendan
DuBois • Susanna Gregory • Joseph Hansen •
Carolyn G. Hart • Lauren Henderson • Edward D.
Hoch • Clark Howard • Tatjana Kruse • Paul
Lascaux • Dick Lochte • Peter Lovesey • Mary Jane
Maffini • Ed McBain • Val McDermid • Marcia Muller
• Joyce Carol Oates • Anne Perry • Nancy Pickard •
Bill Pronzini • Ruth Rendell • S. J. Rozan • Billie
Rubin • Kristine Kathryn Rusch • Stephan Rykena •
David B. Silva • Nancy Springer • Jac. Toes • John
Vermeulen • Donald E. Westlake • Carolyn Wheat.
At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold
without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.
In a small Pennsylvania town, Robert Forrester is
recuperating from a nasty divorce and a bout of
psychological trouble. One evening, while driving
home, he sees a pretty young woman framed by her
bright kitchen window. Soon, he can’t keep himself
away. But when Robert is inevitably discovered,
obsession is turned on its head, and he finds himself
unable to shake the young woman, nor entirely sure
whether he should. From Patricia Highsmith, once
called "the balladeer of stalking" by The New Yorker,
The Cry of the Owl is a modern classic ready to be
reborn.
Features key works in the psychological thriller
genre from the author of The Talented Mr. Ripley,
including Strangers on a Train which was made into
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a legendary Alfred Hitchcock film and The Price of
Salt.
Deciding what to read next when you've just finished
an unputdownable novel can be a daunting task. The
Bloomsbury Good Reading Guide features hundreds
of authors and thousands of titles, with navigation
features to lead you on a rich journey through some
the best literature to grace our shelves. This greatly
expanded edition includes the latest contemporary
authors and landmark novels, an expanded nonfiction section, a timeline setting historical events
against literary milestones, prize-winner and book
club lists. An accessible and easy-to-read guide that
no serious book lover should be without. "The
essential guide to the wild uncharted world of
contemporary and 20th century writing." Robert
McCrum, The Observer
Provides a comprehensive reference to the novel in
American literature with over 900 entries containing
critical analyses and synopses of individual novels,
novelist biographies, essays on fiction genres, and
more.
"Ripley is an unmistakable descendant of Gatsby,
that 'penniless young man without a past' who will
stop at nothing."—Frank Rich Now part of American
film and literary lore, Tom Ripley, "a bisexual
psychopath and art forger who murders without
remorse when his comforts are threatened" (New
York Times Book Review), was Patricia Highsmith's
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favorite creation. In these volumes, we find Ripley
ensconced on a French estate with a wealthy wife, a
world-class art collection, and a past to hide. In
Ripley Under Ground (1970), an art forgery goes
awry and Ripley is threatened with exposure; in The
Boy Who Followed Ripley (1980), Highsmith
explores Ripley's bizarrely paternal relationship with
a troubled young runaway, whose abduction draws
them into Berlin's seamy underworld; and in Ripley
Under Water (1991), Ripley is confronted by a
snooping American couple obsessed with the
disappearance of an art collector who visited Ripley
years before. More than any other American literary
character, Ripley provides "a lens to peer into the
sinister machinations of human behavior" (John
Freeman, Pittsburgh Gazette).
An “elegant and psychologically sophisticated”
novel about two men with a murdered women
between them (Cleveland Plain Dealer). Ramón, a
devout Catholic, fixes furniture in Mexico City, not far
from where he was born into poverty. Theodore, a
rich German expatriate and painter, believes in
nothing at all. You’d think the two had nothing in
common. Except, of course, that both had slept with
Lelia. The two form an unlikely friendship, until Lelia
is found brutally murdered. Both are suspects—and
each suspects the other. Twisting in a limbo of
tension and doubt, Ramón and Theodore seize on a
third man, a thief seen at Lelia’s apartment, and
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their hunt takes them from Mexico City to sundrenched Acapulco, and to a small colonial mountain
town. An atmospheric, psychologically complex
novel, A Game for the Living is Highsmith at her
best.
Long out of print, this Highsmith classic resurfaces
with a vengeance. The great revival of interest in
Patricia Highsmith continues with the publication of
this novel that will give dog owners nightmares for
years to come. With an eerie simplicity of style,
Highsmith turns our next-door neighbors into sadistic
psychopaths, lying in wait among white picket fences
and manicured lawns. In A Dog's Ransom,
Highsmith blends a savage humor with brilliant social
satire in this dark tale of a highminded criminal who
hits a wealthy Manhattan couple where it hurts the
most when he kidnaps their beloved poodle. This
work attesets to Highsmith's reputation as "the poet
of apprehension" (Graham Greene).
A major new reissue of the work of a classic noir
novelist. With the acclaim for The Talented Mr.
Ripley, more film projects in production, and two
biographies forthcoming, expatriate legend Patricia
Highsmith would be shocked to see that she has
finally arrived in her homeland. Throughout her
career, Highsmith brought a keen literary eye and a
genius for plumbing the psychopathic mind to more
than thirty works of fiction, unparalleled in their placid
deviousness and sardonic humor. With deadpan
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accuracy, she delighted in creating true sociopaths
in the guise of the everyday man or woman. Now,
one of her finest works is again in print: A
Suspension of Mercy, a masterpiece of noir fantasy.
With this novel, Highsmith revels in eliciting the
unsettling psychological forces that lurk beneath the
surface of everyday contemporary life. "For eliciting
the menace that lurks in familiar surroundings,
there's no one like Patricia Highsmith."—Time
"Highsmith's novels are peerlessly disturbing ....bad
dreams that keep us thrashing for the rest of the
night."—The New Yorker
"Tom Ripley is one of the most interesting characters
in world literature." —Anthony Minghella, director of
the 1999 film The Talented Mr. Ripley Since his
debut in 1955, Tom Ripley has evolved into the
ultimate bad boy sociopath. Here, in the first Ripley
novel, we are introduced to suave Tom Ripley, a
young striver, newly arrived in the heady world of
Manhattan. A product of a broken home, branded a
"sissy" by his dismissive Aunt Dottie, Ripley meets a
wealthy industrialist who hires him to bring his
playboy son, Dickie Greenleaf, back from
gallivanting in Italy. Soon Ripley's fascination with
Dickie's debonair lifestyle turns obsessive as he
finds himself enraged by Dickie's ambivalent
affections for Marge, a charming American dilettante.
A dark reworking of Henry James's The
Ambassadors, The Talented Mr. Ripley serves as an
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unforgettable introduction to this smooth confidence
man, whose talent for murder and self-invention is
chronicled in four subsequent Ripley novels.
This is the first book-length study of all of
Highsmith's work, including the short fiction and her
occasional writings, such as book reviews. It places
the work in both cultural and personal context, and
contains a comprehensive bibliography and review
of the literature. Though often dismissed in the US
as simply a suspense writer whose books became
movies (Strangers on a Train, The Talented Mr.
Ripley), in Europe Highsmith is considered a major
novelist and much is written about her.
Originally published in 1979, a popular collection of
psychological suspense tales features Poe-like
horror fantasies and explores such themes as the
writing life and the hypocrisies of the Catholic
church. By the late author of Strangers on a Train.
Reprint. 13,000 first printing.
Mermaids on the Golf CourseA Virago Modern
ClassicHachette UK
Come along for 25 Mermaid’s adventures, collected
together in one ebook - easy-to-read and easy-tonavigate! In folklore, a mermaid is an aquatic
creature with the head and upper body of a female
human and the tail of a fish. Mermaids appear in the
folklore of many cultures worldwide, including the
Near East, Europe, Asia, and Africa. Mermaids have
been a popular subject of art and literature in recent
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centuries, such as in Hans Christian Andersen's
literary fairy tale "The Little Mermaid". In this great
book collected works of Hans Christian Andersen,
James Barrie, Andrew Lang, L. Frank Baum, H. G.
Wells, Bret Harte, Louise M. Alcott et al. Hans
Christian Andersen. The Little Mermaid Jonathan
Ceredig Davies. Fairies and Mermaids Andrew Lang.
The Golden Mermaid. Andrew Lang. Hans, the
Mermaid’s Son Mabel Quiller-Couch. Lutey and the
Mermaid Mrs. Molesworth. The Unselfish Mermaid
Anonymous. The Fisherman and The Merman Abbie
Phillips Walker. Hilda's Mermaid Charles Weathers
Bump. The Mermaid of Druid Lake Louisa M. Alcott.
Mermaids Louise Imogen Guiney. Water-Folk Abbie
Farwell Brown. The Mermaid L. Frank Baum. The
Sea Fairies Clara F. Guernsey. The Merman and
The Figure-Head William Elliot Griffis. The Entangled
Mermaid H. G. Wells. The Sea Lady Daniel
O'?onnor. The Story of Peter Pan Retold from the
fairy play by Sir James Barrie E. Nesbit. Wet Magic
Kirk Munroe. A Fighting Mermaid Lily Dougal. The
Mermaid Bret Harte. The Mermaid Of Lighthouse
Point Grant M. Overton. Mermaid G. Basil Barham.
The Mermaid of Zennor John Timbs. Stories of
Mermaids Philip Henry Gosse. Mermaids
When Ray Garrett's new bride commits suicide, his father-inlaw, Ed Coleman, believes it must be murder, and is
determined to track down Ray and kill him
'My New Year's Eve Toast: to all the devils, lusts, passions,
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greeds, envies, loves, hates, strange desires, enemies
ghostly and real, the army of memories, with which I do battle
- may they never give me peace' PATRICIA HIGHSMITH
(New Year's Eve, 1947) Made famous by the great success
of her psychological thrillers, The Talented Mr Ripley and
Strangers on a Train, Patricia Highsmith is lauded as one of
the most influential and celebrated modern writers. However,
there has never been a clear picture of the woman behind the
books. The relationship between Highsmith's lesbianism, her
fraught personality – by parts self-destructive and malicious –
and her fiction, has been largely avoided by biographers. She
was openly homosexual and wrote the seminal lesbian love
story, Carol. In modern times, she would be venerated as a
radical exponent of the LGBT community. However, her
status as an LGBT icon is undermined by the fact that she
was excessively cruel and exploitative of her friends and
lovers. In this new biography, Richard Bradford brings his
sharp, incisive style to one of the great and most controversial
writers of the twentieth century. He considers Highsmith's
bestsellers in the context of her troubled personal life; her
alcoholism, licentious sex life, racism, anti-Semitism,
misogyny and abundant self-loathing.
"A great American writer…Highsmith's writing is wicked…it puts
a spell on you." —Entertainment Weekly Patricia Highsmith's
story of romantic obsession may be one of the most
important, but still largely unrecognized, novels of the
twentieth century. First published in 1952 and touted as "the
novel of a love that society forbids," the book soon became a
cult classic. Based on a true story plucked from Highsmith's
own life, The Price of Salt (or Carol) tells the riveting drama of
Therese Belivet, a stage designer trapped in a departmentstore day job, whose routine is forever shattered by a
gorgeous epiphany—the appearance of Carol Aird, a customer
who comes in to buy her daughter a Christmas toy. Therese
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begins to gravitate toward the alluring suburban housewife,
who is trapped in a marriage as stultifying as Therese's job.
They fall in love and set out across the United States,
ensnared by society's confines and the imminent disapproval
of others, yet propelled by their infatuation. The Price of Salt
is a brilliantly written story that may surprise Highsmith fans
and will delight those discovering her work.
Elf verhalen waarin steeds de menselijke zwakheid centraal
staat.
'Brilliant' Paula Hawkins In 1964, the eccentric American
novelist Patricia Highsmith is hiding out in a cottage in
Suffolk, to concentrate on her writing and escape her fans.
She has another motive too - a secret romance with a married
lover based in London. Unfortunately it soon becomes clear
that all her demons have come with her. Prowlers, sexual
obsessives, frauds, imposters, suicides and murderers: the
tropes of her fictions clamour for her attention, rudely
intruding on her peaceful Suffolk retreat. After the arrival of
Ginny, an enigmatic young journalist bent on interviewing her,
events take a catastrophic turn. Except, as always in
Highsmith's troubled life, matters are not quite as they first
appear . . . Masterfully recreating Highsmith's much exercised
fantasies of murder and madness, Jill Dawson probes the
darkest reaches of the imagination in this novel - at once a
brilliant portrait of a writer and an atmospheric, emotionally
charged, riveting tale.
Introduces a gallery of highly unusual characters in these
seventeen tales of women who destroy their men and women
who destroy themselves.
In this remarkable book, Martha Hailey DuBose has given
those multitudes of readers who love the mystery novel an
indispensable addition to their libraries. Unlike other works on
the subject, Women of Mystery is not merely a directory of the
novelists and their publications with a few biographical
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details. DuBose combines extensive research into the lives of
significant women mystery writers from Anna Katherine
Green and Mary Roberts Rinehart with critical essays on their
work, anecdotes, contemporary reviews and opinions and
some of the women's own comments. She takes us through
the Golden Age of the British women mystery writers,
Christie, Sayers, Marsh, Allingham and Tey, to the leading
crime novelists of today, focused on the women who have
become legends of the genre. And though she laments, "so
many mysteries, so little time," she makes a good effort a
mentioning "some of the best of the rest." When DuBose
writes of the lives of her principal players, she relates them to
their times, their families, their personal situations and above
all to their books. She subtly points out that Sayers, whose
experience with the men in her life was inevitably disastrous,
created in Lord Peter the ideal lover -- one who is all that a
woman desires and needs. DuBose gives us the curriculum
vitae that Dorothy Sayers created to help her bring Peter
Wimsey to a virtual actuality. Ngaio Marsh would give up an
active presence in the theatrical world she loved, but she
recreated it for herself as well as her readers in many of her
novels. The biographies of these woman are as engrossing
as the stories they wrote, and Martha DuBose has shined a
different, intimate and intriguing light on them, their works,
and the lives that informed those works. This book is so full of
treasure it's hard to see how any mystery enthusiast will be
able to do without it. And what a gift it would make for anyone
on your list who has been heard to announce "I love a
mystery." Some of the treats inside: In the Beginning: The
Mothers of Detection Anna Katherine Green Mary Roberts
Rinehart A Golden Era: The Genteel Puzzlers Agatha Christie
Dorothy L. Sayers Ngaio Marsh Margery Allingham Josephine
Tey Modern Motives: Mysteries of the Murderous Mind
Patricia Highsmith P.D. James Ruth Rendell Mary Higgins
Page 21/22

Get Free Mermaids On The Golf Course Stories
Clark Sue Grafton and more!!
The life of Patricia Highsmith was as secretive and unusual
as that of many of the best-known characters who people her
"peerlessly disturbing" thrillers and short stories. Yet even as
her work has found new popularity in the last few years, the
life of this famously elusive writer has remained a mystery.
For Beautiful Shadow, the first biography of Highsmith, British
journalist Andrew Wilson mined the vast archive of diaries,
notebooks, and letters she left behind, astonishing in their
candor and detail. He interviewed her closest friends and
colleagues as well as some of her many lovers. But Wilson
also traces Highsmith's literary roots in the work of Poe, noir,
and existentialism, locating the influences that helped
distinguish Highsmith's writing so startlingly from more
ordinary thrillers. The result is both a serious critical
biography and one that reveals much about a brilliant and
contradictory woman, one who despite her acclaim and affairs
always maintained her solitude.
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