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The author recounts her 1982 visit to El Salvador and describes the terror, fear and political repression that permeated the country
Discusses the rhetoric and media strategies of George W. Bush following the September 11th terrorist attacks.
In this dramatic adaptation of her award-winning, bestselling memoir, Joan Didion transforms the story of the sudden and
unexpected loss of her husband and their only daughter into a stunning and powerful one-woman play. “This happened on
December 30, 2003. That may seem a while ago but it won’t when it happens to you . . .” Michiko Kakutani in The New York
Times called the memoir that was the basis for the play, “an indelible portrait of loss and grief . . . a haunting portrait of a fourdecade-long marriage." The first theatrical production of The Year of Magical Thinking opened at the Booth Theatre on March 29,
2007, starring Vanessa Redgrave and directed by David Hare.
Joan Didion (b. 1934) is an American icon. Her essays, particularly those in Slouching Towards Bethlehem and The White Album,
have resonated in American culture to a degree unmatched over the past half century. Two generations of writers have taken her
as the measure of what it means to write personal essays. No one writes about California, the sixties, media narratives, cultural
mythology, or migraines without taking Didion into account. She has also written five novels; several screenplays with her
husband, John Gregory Dunne; and three late-in-life memoirs, including The Year of Magical Thinking and Blue Nights, which
have brought her a new wave of renown. Conversations with Joan Didion features seventeen interviews with the author, spanning
decades, continents, and genres. Didion reflects on her childhood in Sacramento; her time at Berkeley (both as a student and later
as a visiting professor), in New York, and in Hollywood; her marriage to Dunne; and of course her writing. Didion describes her
methods of writing, the ways in which the various genres she has worked in inform one another, and the concerns that have
motivated her to write.
The Speaker of the House of Representatives presents his design for an economic, political, cultural, and educational renewal of
America that emphasizes personal motivation and faith
One of the preeminient political philosophers of the 20th century makes a compelling argument for the political cogency of literary
writing in this book which among to his intellectual autobiography and an introduction to his work.
Los Angeles Times Bestseller "Authoritative and impressive." –Los Angeles Times "Monumental." –Guardian A magisterial,
riveting movement history of Los Angeles in the Sixties Los Angeles in the sixties was a hotbed of political and social upheaval.
The city was a launchpad for Black Power—where Malcolm X and Angela Davis first came to prominence and the Watts uprising
shook the nation. The city was home to the Chicano Blowouts and Chicano Moratorium, as well as being the birthplace of “Asian
American” as a political identity. It was a locus of the antiwar movement, gay liberation movement, and women’s movement, and,
of course, the capital of California counterculture. Mike Davis and Jon Wiener provide the first comprehensive movement history of
L.A. in the sixties, drawing on extensive archival research and dozens of interviews with principal figures, as well as the authors’
storied personal histories as activists. Following on from Davis’s awardwinning L.A. history, City of Quartz, Set the Night on Fire is
a historical tour de force, delivered in scintillating and fiercely beautiful prose.
The Choiceis Bob Woodward's classic story of the quest for power, focusing on the 1996 presidential campaign as a case study of
money, public opinion polling, attack advertising, handlers, consultants, and decision making in the midst of electoral uncertainty.
President Bill Clinton is examined in full in the contest with Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole, the Republican presidential nominee.
The intimacy and detail of Woodward's account of the candidates and their wives show the epic human struggle in this race for the
White House.
The “dazzling” and essential portrayal of 1960s America from the author of South and West and The Year of Magical Thinking (The New
York Times). Capturing the tumultuous landscape of the United States, and in particular California, during a pivotal era of social change, the
first work of nonfiction from one of American literature’s most distinctive prose stylists is a modern classic. In twenty razor-sharp essays that
redefined the art of journalism, National Book Award–winning author Joan Didion reports on a society gripped by a deep generational divide,
from the “misplaced children” dropping acid in San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury district to Hollywood legend John Wayne filming his first
picture after a bout with cancer. She paints indelible portraits of reclusive billionaire Howard Hughes and folk singer Joan Baez, “a personality
before she was entirely a person,” and takes readers on eye-opening journeys to Death Valley, Hawaii, and Las Vegas, “the most extreme
and allegorical of American settlements.” First published in 1968, Slouching Towards Bethlehem has been heralded by the New York Times
Book Review as “a rare display of some of the best prose written today in this country” and named to Time magazine’s list of the one
hundred best and most influential nonfiction books. It is the definitive account of a terrifying and transformative decade in American history
whose discordant reverberations continue to sound a half-century later.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • “One of contemporary literature’s most revered essayists revives her raw records from a 1970s road trip across
the American southwest ... her acute observations of the country’s culture and history feel particularly resonant today.” —Harper’s Bazaar
Joan Didion, the bestselling, award-winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean, has always kept
notebooks—of overheard dialogue, interviews, drafts of essays, copies of articles. Here are two extended excerpts from notebooks she kept in
the 1970s; read together, they form a piercing view of the American political and cultural landscape. “Notes on the South” traces a road trip
that she and her husband, John Gregory Dunne, took through Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama. Her acute observations about the small
towns they pass through, her interviews with local figures, and their preoccupation with race, class, and heritage suggest a South largely
unchanged today. “California Notes” began as an assignment from Rolling Stone on the Patty Hearst trial. Though Didion never wrote the
piece, the time she spent watching the trial in San Francisco triggered thoughts about the West and her own upbringing in Sacramento. Here
we not only see Didion’s signature irony and imagination in play, we’re also granted an illuminating glimpse into her mind and process.
The iconic writer's electrifying first novel is a story of marriage, murder and betrayal that only she could tell with such nuance, sympathy, and
suspense—from the bestselling, award-winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean. Everett McClellan
and his wife, Lily, are the great-grandchildren of pioneers, and what happens to them is a tragic epilogue to the pioneer experience—a
haunting portrait of a marriage whose wrong turns and betrayals are at once absolutely idiosyncratic and a razor-sharp commentary on the
history of California.
A “scathing novel” of one woman’s path of self-destruction in 1960s Hollywood—by the New York Times–bestselling author of The White
Album (The Washington Post Book World). Spare, elegant, and terrifying, Play It as It Lays is the unforgettable story of a woman and a
society come undone. Raised in the ghost town of Silver Wells, Nevada, Maria Wyeth is an ex-model and the star of two films directed by her
estranged husband, Carter Lang. But in the spiritual desert of 1960s Los Angeles, Maria has lost the plot of her own life. Her daughter, Kate,
was born with an “aberrant chemical in her brain.” Her long-troubled marriage has slipped beyond repair, and her disastrous love affairs and
strained friendships provide little comfort. Her only escape is to get in her car and drive the freeway—in the fast lane with the radio turned up
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high—until it runs out “somewhere no place at all where the flawless burning concrete just stopped.” But every ride to nowhere, every
sleepless night numbed by pills and booze and sex, makes it harder for Maria to find the meaning in another day. Told with profound
economy of style and a “vision as bleak and precise as Eliot’s in ‘The Wasteland’,” Play It as It Lays ruthlessly dissects the dark heart of
the American dream (The New York Times). It is a searing masterpiece “from one of the very few writers of our time who approaches her
terrible subject with absolute seriousness, with fear and humility and awe” (Joyce Carol Oates, The New York Times Book Review).
The perfect introduction to one of our greatest modern writers: Joan Didion "has the instincts of an exceptional reporter and the focus of a
historian, [with] a novelist’s appreciation of the surreal" (Los Angeles Times Book Review). Whether she’s writing about civil war in Central
America, political scurrility in Washington, or the tightly-braided myths and realities of her native California, Joan Didion expresses an
unblinking vision of the truth. Vintage Didion includes three chapters from Miami; an excerpt from Salvador; and three separate essays from
After Henry that cover topics from Ronald Reagan to the Central Park jogger case. Also included is “Clinton Agonistes” from Political
Fictions, and “Fixed Opinions, or the Hinge of History,” a scathing analysis of the ongoing war on terror.
Political FictionsVintage
This enhanced eBook edition of Blue Nights includes three short films directed by Griffin Dunne and starring Joan Didion. Each film blends
Didion's incisive prose with images and mementos from her daughter's life. From one of our most powerful writers, Blue Nights is a work of
stunning frankness about losing a daughter. Richly textured with bits of her own childhood and married life with her husband, John Gregory
Dunne, and daughter, Quintana Roo, this new book by Joan Didion examines her thoughts, fears, and doubts regarding having children,
illness, and growing old. Blue Nights opens on July 26, 2010, as Didion thinks back to Quintana’s wedding in New York seven years before.
Today would be her wedding anniversary. This fact triggers vivid snapshots of Quintana’s childhood—in Malibu, in Brentwood, at school in
Holmby Hills. Reflecting on her daughter but also on her role as a parent, Didion asks the candid questions any parent might about how she
feels she failed either because cues were not taken or perhaps displaced. “How could I have missed what was clearly there to be seen?”
Finally, perhaps we all remain unknown to each other. Seamlessly woven in are incidents Didion sees as underscoring her own age,
something she finds hard to acknowledge, much less accept. Blue Nights—the long, light evening hours that signal the summer solstice, “the
opposite of the dying of the brightness, but also its warning”—like The Year of Magical Thinking before it, is an iconic book of incisive and
electric honesty, haunting and profoundly moving.
Strategic nonviolent action has reasserted itself as a potent force in shaping public debate and forcing political change. Whether it is an
explosive surge of protest calling for racial justice in the United States, a demand for democratic reform in Hong Kong or Mexico, a wave of
uprisings against dictatorship in the Middle East, or a tent city on Wall Street that spreads throughout the country, when mass movements
erupt onto our television screens, the media portrays them as being as spontaneous and unpredictable. In This is an Uprising, political
analysts Mark and Paul Engler uncover the organization and well-planned strategies behind such outbursts of protest, examining core
principles that have been used to spark and guide moments of transformative unrest. This is an Uprising traces the evolution of civil
resistance, providing new insights into the contributions of early experimenters such as Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr.,
groundbreaking theorists such as Gene Sharp and Frances Fox Piven, and contemporary practitioners who have toppled repressive regimes
in countries such as South Africa, Serbia, and Egypt. Drawing from discussions with activists now working to defend human rights, challenge
corporate corruption, and combat climate change, the Englers show how people with few resources and little influence in conventional politics
can nevertheless engineer momentous upheavals. Although it continues to prove its importance in political life, the strategic use of nonviolent
action is poorly understood. Nonviolence is usually studied as a philosophy or moral code, rather than as a method of political conflict,
disruption, and escalation. This is an Uprising corrects this oversight. It argues that if we are always taken by surprise by dramatic outbreaks
of revolt, and if we decline to incorporate them into our view of how societies progress, then we pass up the chance to fully grasp a critical
phenomenon—and to harness its power to create lasting change.

"Examining journalism, literature, documentary films, visual art, and music from the 1960s to the present, this book explores the
artistic response to economic neoliberalism"-"Tracy Daugherty delves deep into the life of distinguished American author and journalist Joan Didion in this, the first printed
biography published about her life. Joan Didion lived a life in the public and private eye with her late husband, writer John Gregory
Dunne. Daugherty takes readers on a journey back through time, following a young Didion in Sacramento, through to her adult life
as a writer interviewing those who know and knew her personally, while maintaining a respectful distance from the reclusive
literary great." -Bill Bradley is arguably one of the most well-versed public figures of our time. The eighteen-year New Jersey Senator, financial
and investment adviser, Olympic and NBA athlete, national radio host, and bestselling author has lived in the United States as
both political insider and outsider, national sports celebrity and behind-the-scenes confidante, leader and teammate. His varied
experiences help to inform his unique and much-sought-after point of view on Washington and the country at large. InWe Can All
Do Better, for the first time since the financial meltdown and since the worst of the intensifying political gridlock, Bradley offers his
own concise, powerful, and highly personal review of the state of the nation. Bradley argues that government is not the problem.
He criticizes the role of money and politics, explains how continuing on our existing foreign policy, electoral, and economic paths
will mean a diminished future, and lays out exactly what needs to be done to reverse course. Breaking from the intransigent longheld viewpoints of both political parties, and with careful attention to our nation’s history, Bradley passionately lays out his
narrative. He offers a no-holds-barred prescription on subjects including job creation, deficit reduction, education, and immigration.
While equally critical of the approaches of the Tea Party and Occupy Movements, he champions the power of individual
Americans to organize, speak out, bridge divisions, and he calls on the media to assume a more responsible role in our national
life. As this moving call to arms reminds us, we can all—elected officials, private citizens, presidents—do a better job of moving our
country forward. Bradley is perhaps the best guide imaginable, with his firsthand knowledge of governments’ inner-workings, the
country’s diversity, and the untapped potential of the American people.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • In these coolly observant essays, the iconic bestselling writer looks at the American political process
and at "that handful of insiders who invent, year in and year out, the narrative of public life." Through the deconstruction of the
sound bites and photo ops of three presidential campaigns, one presidential impeachment, and an unforgettable sex scandal,
Didion reveals the mechanics of American politics. She tells us the uncomfortable truth about the way we vote, the candidates we
vote for, and the people who tell us to vote for them. These pieces build, one on the other, into a disturbing portrait of the American
political landscape, providing essential reading on our democracy.
An incisive compilation of political essays, originally written for The New York Review of Books from 1988 to 2000, explores the
nature of American politics and political figures and the role of the media in transforming the American political landscape. Reprint.
35,000 first printing.
New York Times Bestseller: An “elegant” mosaic of trenchant observations on the late sixties and seventies from the author of
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Slouching Towards Bethlehem (The New Yorker). In this landmark essay collection, Joan Didion brilliantly interweaves her own
“bad dreams” with those of a nation confronting the dark underside of 1960s counterculture. From a jailhouse visit to Black
Panther Party cofounder Huey Newton to witnessing First Lady of California Nancy Reagan pretend to pick flowers for the benefit
of news cameras, Didion captures the paranoia and absurdity of the era with her signature blend of irony and insight. She takes
readers to the “giddily splendid” Getty Museum in Los Angeles, the cool mountains of Bogotá, and the Jordanian Desert, where
Bishop James Pike went to walk in Jesus’s footsteps—and died not far from his rented Ford Cortina. She anatomizes the culture of
shopping malls—“toy garden cities in which no one lives but everyone consumes”—and exposes the contradictions and
compromises of the women’s movement. In the iconic title essay, she documents her uneasy state of mind during the years
leading up to and following the Manson murders—a terrifying crime that, in her memory, surprised no one. Written in “a voice like
no other in contemporary journalism,” The White Album is a masterpiece of literary reportage and a fearless work of
autobiography by the National Book Award–winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking (The New York Times Book Review).
Its power to electrify and inform remains undiminished nearly forty years after it was first published.
From the bestselling, award-winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean—a gorgeously
written, bitterly funny look at the relationship between politics and personal life. Moving deftly between romance, farce, and
tragedy, from 1970s America to Vietnam to Jakarta, Democracy is a tour de force from a writer who can dissect an entire society
with a single phrase. Inez Victor knows that the major casualty of the political life is memory. But the people around Inez have
made careers out of losing track. Her senator husband wants to forget the failure of his last bid for the presidency. Her husband's
handler would like the press to forget that Inez's father is a murderer. And, in 1975, America is doing its best to lose track of its onetime client, the lethally hemorrhaging republic of South Vietnam. As conceived by Joan Didion, these personages and events
constitute the terminal fallout of democracy, a fallout that also includes fact-finding junkets, senatorial groupies, the international
arms market, and the Orwellian newspeak of the political class.
Explores Reagan's political career, from his role in the California tax revolt to the economic success the United States experienced
during his term in office
Library of America launches a definitive collected edition of one of the most original and electric writers of our time with a volume gathering
her five iconic books of the 1960s & 70s Joan Didion's influence on postwar American letters is undeniable. Whether writing fiction, memoir,
or trailblazing journalism, her gifts for narrative and dialogue, and her intimate but detached authorial persona, have won her legions of
readers and admirers. Now Library of America launches its multi-volume edition of Didion's collected writings, prepared in consultation with
the author, that brings together her fiction and nonfiction for the first time. Collected in this first volume are Didion's five iconic books from the
1960s and 1970s: Run River, Slouching Towards Bethlehem, Play It As It Lays, A Book of Common Prayer, and The White Album. Whether
writing about countercultural San Francisco, the Las Vegas wedding industry, Lucille Miller, Charles Manson, or the shopping mall, Didion
achieves a wonderful negative sublimity without condemning her subjects or condescending to her readers. Chiefly about California, these
books display Didion's genius for finding exactly the right language and tone to capture America's broken twilight landscape at a moment of
headlong conflict and change.
Stupid is the new smart—but it wasn’t always so Popular culture has divorced itself from the life of the mind. Who has time for great books or
deep thought when there is Jersey Shore to watch, a txt 2 respond 2, and World of Warcraft to play? At the same time, those who pursue the
life of the mind have insulated themselves from popular culture. Speaking in insider jargon and writing unread books, intellectuals have
locked themselves away in a ghetto of their own creation. It wasn’t always so. Blue Collar Intellectuals vividly captures a time in the twentieth
century when the everyman aspired to high culture and when intellectuals descended from the ivory tower to speak to the everyman. Author
Daniel J. Flynn profiles thinkers from working-class backgrounds who played a prominent role in American life by addressing their intellectual
work to a mass audience. Blue Collar Intellectuals shows us how much everyone—intellectual and everyman alike—has suffered from mass
culture’s crowding out of higher things and the elite’s failure to engage the masses.
An astonishing account of Cuban exiles, CIA informants, and cocaine traffickers in Florida by the New York Times–bestselling author of South
and West. In Miami, the National Book Award–winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking looks beyond postcard images of fluorescent
waters, backlit islands, and pastel architecture to explore the murkier waters of a city on the edge. From Fidel Castro and the Bay of Pigs
invasion to Lee Harvey Oswald and the Kennedy assassination to Oliver North and the Iran–Contra affair, Joan Didion uncovers political
intrigues and shadowy underworld connections, and documents the US government’s “seduction and betrayal” of the Cuban exile
community in Dade County. She writes of hotels that offer “guerrilla discounts,” gun shops that advertise Father’s Day deals, and a realestate market where “Unusual Security and Ready Access to the Ocean” are perks for wealthy homeowners looking to make a quick
escape. With a booming drug trade, staggering racial and class inequities, and skyrocketing murder rates, Miami in the 1980s felt more like a
Third World capital than a modern American city. Didion describes the violence, passion, and paranoia of these troubled times in arresting
detail and “beautifully evocative prose” (The New York Times Book Review). A vital report on an immigrant community traumatized by
broken dreams and the cynicism of US foreign policy, Miami is a masterwork of literary journalism whose insights are timelier and more
important than ever.
A definitive compilation of essays and nonfiction writings spanning more than forty years includes the author's reflections on politics, lifestyle,
place, and cultural figures, including her studies of Haight-Ashbury, the Manson family, the Black Panthers, California earthquakes, Bill
Clinton and Kenneth Starr, and much more.
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • From one of our most iconic and influential writers, the award-winning author of The Year of Magical
Thinking: a timeless collection of mostly early pieces that reveal what would become Joan Didion's subjects, including the press, politics,
California robber barons, women, and her own self-doubt. These twelve pieces from 1968 to 2000, never before gathered together, offer an
illuminating glimpse into the mind and process of a legendary figure. They showcase Joan Didion's incisive reporting, her empathetic gaze,
and her role as "an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable truths of our time" (The New York Times Book Review). Here,
Didion touches on topics ranging from newspapers ("the problem is not so much whether one trusts the news as to whether one finds it"), to
the fantasy of San Simeon, to not getting into Stanford. In "Why I Write," Didion ponders the act of writing: "I write entirely to find out what I'm
thinking, what I'm looking at, what I see and what it means." From her admiration for Hemingway's sentences to her acknowledgment that
Martha Stewart's story is one "that has historically encouraged women in this country, even as it has threatened men," these essays are
acutely and brilliantly observed. Each piece is classic Didion: incisive, bemused, and stunningly prescient.
Incisive essays on Patty Hearst and Reagan, the Central Park jogger and the Santa Ana winds, from the New York Times–bestselling author
of South and West. In these eleven essays covering the national scene from Washington, DC; California; and New York, the acclaimed
author of Slouching Towards Bethlehem and The White Album “capture[s] the mood of America” and confirms her reputation as one of our
sharpest and most trustworthy cultural observers (The New York Times). Whether dissecting the 1988 presidential campaign, exploring the
commercialization of a Hollywood murder, or reporting on the “sideshows” of foreign wars, Joan Didion proves that she is one of the premier
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essayists of the twentieth century, “an articulate witness to the most stubborn and intractable truths of our time” (Joyce Carol Oates, The
New York Times Book Review). Highlights include “In the Realm of the Fisher King,” a portrait of the White House under the stewardship of
Ronald and Nancy Reagan, two “actors on location;” and “Girl of the Golden West,” a meditation on the Patty Hearst case that draws an
unexpected and insightful parallel between the kidnapped heiress and the emigrants who settled California. “Sentimental Journeys” is a
deeply felt study of New York media coverage of the brutal rape of a white investment banker in Central Park, a notorious crime that exposed
the city’s racial and class fault lines. Dedicated to Henry Robbins, Didion’s friend and editor from 1966 until his death in 1979, After Henry is
an indispensable collection of “superior reporting and criticism” from a writer on whom we have relied for more than fifty years “to get the
story straight” (Los Angeles Times).
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "Didion at her finest" —USA Today • An intricate, fast-paced novel about trying to create a context for democracy
and getting hands a little dirty in the process, complete with conspiracies, arms dealing, and assassinations. From the author of The Year of
Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean The narrator introduces Elena McMahon, estranged from a life of celebrity fundraisers
and from her powerful West Coast husband, Wynn Janklow, whom she has left, taking Catherine, her daughter, to become a reporter for The
Washington Post. She finds herself boarding a plane for Florida to see her father. She becomes embroiled in her his business even though
"she had trained herself since childhood not to have any interest in what he was doing." It is from this moment that she is caught up in
something much larger than she could have imagined. Didion makes connections among Dallas, Iran-Contra, and Castro, and points out how
"spectral companies with high-concept names tended to interlock." As this book builds to its terrifying finish, we see the underpinnings of a
dark historical underbelly.
A career-spanning anthology of essays on politics and culture by the best-selling author of The Flamethrowers includes entries discussing a
Palestinian refugee camp, an illegal Baja Peninsula motorcycle race, and the 1970s Fiat factory wildcat strikes.
A Vintage Shorts Selection • Almost three decades ago, iconic and incomparable American essayist Joan Didion’s now-classic report from
the Dukakis campaign trail exposed, in no uncertain terms, the complete sham that is the modern American presidential run. Writing with bite
and some humor too, Didion betrays “the process”—the way in which power is exchanged and the status quo is maintained. All
insiders—politicians, journalists, spin doctors—participate in a political narrative that is “designed as it is to maintain the illusion of consensus
by obscuring rather than addressing actual issues.” The optics of presidential campaigns have grown ever more farcical and remote from the
needs and issues most relevant to Americans’ lives, and Didion’s elegant, shrewd, and prescient commentary has never been more urgent
than it is right now. An ebook short.
In this moving and unexpected book, Joan Didion reassesses parts of her life, her work, her history, and ours. Where I Was From, in Didion’s
words, “represents an exploration into my own confusions about the place and the way in which I grew up, confusions as much about
America as about California, misapprehensions and misunderstandings so much a part of who I became that I can still to this day confront
them only obliquely.” The book is a haunting narrative of how her own family moved west with the frontier from the birth of her great-greatgreat-great-great-grandmother in Virginia in 1766 to the death of her mother on the edge of the Pacific in 2001; of how the wagon-train stories
of hardship and abandonment and endurance created a culture in which survival would seem the sole virtue. In Where I Was From, Didion
turns what John Leonard has called “her sonar ear, her radar eye” onto her own work, as well as that of such California writers as Frank
Norris and Jack London and Henry George, to examine how the folly and recklessness in the very grain of the California settlement led to the
California we know today–a state mortgaged first to the railroad, then to the aerospace industry, and overwhelmingly to the federal
government, a dependent colony of those political and corporate owners who fly in for the annual encampment of the Bohemian Club. Here is
the one writer we always want to read on California showing us the startling contradictions in its–and in America’s–core values. Joan
Didion’s unerring sense of America and its spirit, her acute interpretation of its institutions and literature, and her incisive questioning of the
stories it tells itself make this fiercely intelligent book a provocative and important tour de force from one of our greatest writers. From the
Hardcover edition.
The art of Joan Didion compels us to consider one essential question: What is the moral significance of our nation's mythic and historic quest
for paradise in American culture today? The author's relentless exploration of this frontier leads through the wasteland of despair and chaos
that she sees in modern America. Didion's steady gaze at the disorder provides her with the themes she needs for the stories she tells. Her
stories are -Western- stories: they are about America's moral wilderness; her protagonists are women who pioneer their way through this
territory and find the inner resources they need to survive the experience of their modern-day lives. Didion's achievement as a writer lies in
her ability to use biblical images to tell her story of the wilderness. This technique challenges the reader to seek out not only the meaning of
our individual experience, but also the significance of the American community poised between its original vision of order and purpose and its
contemporary condition of breakdown and failure. Yet, Didion's bleak version of this frontier story is not without hope. From the broken
images of despair and disorder emerges what, for Didion, is always the narrative force of her western story: -...the wilderness was and is
redemptive.-"
Argues that today's political institutions are being dominated by one-party politics and special interests, while offering very few real political
choices like those of the old South.
The ten brilliant women who are the focus of Sharp came from different backgrounds and had vastly divergent political and artistic opinions.
But they all made a significant contribution to the cultural and intellectual history of America and ultimately changed the course of the
twentieth century, in spite of the men who often undervalued or dismissed their work. These ten women—Dorothy Parker, Rebecca West,
Hannah Arendt, Mary McCarthy, Susan Sontag, Pauline Kael, Joan Didion, Nora Ephron, Renata Adler, and Janet Malcolm—are united by
what Dean calls “sharpness,” the ability to cut to the quick with precision of thought and wit. Sharp is a vibrant depiction of the intellectual
beau monde of twentieth-century New York, where gossip-filled parties at night gave out to literary slugging-matches in the pages of the
Partisan Review or the New York Review of Books. It is also a passionate portrayal of how these women asserted themselves through their
writing in a climate where women were treated with extreme condescension by the male-dominated cultural establishment. Mixing biography,
literary criticism, and cultural history, Sharp is a celebration of this group of extraordinary women, an engaging introduction to their works, and
a testament to how anyone who feels powerless can claim the mantle of writer, and, perhaps, change the world.
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