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Edward W. Said (1935-2003) ranks as one of the most preeminent public intellectuals
of our time. Through his literary criticism, his advocacy for the Palestinian cause, and
his groundbreaking book Orientalism, Said elegantly enriched public discourse by
unsettling the status quo. This indispensable volume, the most comprehensive and
wide-ranging resource on Edward Said's life and work, spans his broad legacy both
within and beyond the academy. The book brings together contributions from thirty-one
luminaries--leading scholars, critics, writers, and activists-to engage Said's provocative
ideas. Their essays and interviews explore the key themes of emancipation and
representation through the prisms of postcolonial theory, literature, music, philosophy,
and cultural studies. A deeply humanistic work, the book offers a nuanced and
meditative examination of many controversial issues that are as fiercely debated today
as they were during Said's life--from imperialism, Zionism, and the Palestinian-Israeli
impasse to exile, secularity, and role of the intellectual. Contributors: Bill Ashcroft, Ben
Conisbee Baer, Daniel Barenboim, Timothy Brennan, Noam Chomsky, Denise
DeCaires-Narain, Nicholas Dirks, Marc H. Ellis, Rokus de Groot, Sabry Hafez,
Abdirahman A. Hussein, Ardi Imseis, Adel Iskandar, Ghada Karmi, Katherine Callen
King, Joseph Massad, W. J. T. Mitchell, Laura Nader, Ilan Pappe, Benita Parry,
Rajagopalan Radhakrishnan, Jahan Ramazani, Jacqueline Rose, Lecia Rosenthal,
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Hakem Rustom, Avi Shlaim, Ella Habiba Shohat, Robert Spencer, Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak, Anastasia Valassopoulos, Asha Varadharajan, Michael Wood
Emphasising the increasingly regional or national approach to the legacies of
colonialism, this Reader provides an entirely new way for students to engage with an
important and complex area of discourse.
For at least two decades the career of Edward Said has defined what it means to be a
public intellectual today. Although attacked as a terrorist and derided as a fraud for his
work on behalf of his fellow Palestinians, Said’s importance extends far beyond his
political activism. In this volume a distinguished group of scholars assesses nearly
every aspect of Said’s work—his contributions to postcolonial theory, his work on racism
and ethnicity, his aesthetics and his resistance to the aestheticization of politics, his
concepts of figuration, his assessment of the role of the exile in a metropolitan culture,
and his work on music and the visual arts. In two separate interviews, Said himself
comments on a variety of topics, among them the response of the American Jewish
community to his political efforts in the Middle East. Yet even as the Palestinian
struggle finds a central place in his work, it is essential—as the contributors
demonstrate—to see that this struggle rests on and gives power to his general "critique
of colonizers" and is not simply the outgrowth of a local nationalism. Perhaps more than
any other person in the United States, Said has changed how the U.S. media and
American intellectuals must think about and represent Palestinians, Islam, and the
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Middle East. Most importantly, this change arises not as a result of political action but
out of a potent humanism—a breadth of knowledge and insight that has nourished many
fields of inquiry. Originally a special issue of boundary 2, the book includes new articles
on minority culture and on orientalism in music, as well as an interview with Said by
Jacqueline Rose. Supporting the claim that the last third of the twentieth century can be
called the "Age of Said," this collection will enlighten and engage students in virtually
any field of humanistic study. Contributors. Jonathan Arac, Paul A. Bové, Terry
Cochran, Barbara Harlow, Kojin Karatani, Rashid I. Khalidi, Sabu Kohsu, Ralph Locke,
Mustapha Marrouchi, Jim Merod, W. J. T. Mitchell, Aamir R. Mufti, Jacqueline Rose,
Edward W. Said, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Lindsay Waters
A Critique of Postcolonial ReasonHarvard University Press
The first book in the new Postcolonialism and Religions series offers a preview of the
series focus on multireligious, indigenous, and transnational scholarly voices. In this
book, the once arch enemies of Religious studies and Postcolonial theory become
critical companions in shared analysis of major postcolonial themes.
Rethinking questions of identity, social agency and national affiliation, Bhabha provides
a working, if controversial, theory of cultural hybridity - one that goes far beyond
previous attempts by others. In The Location of Culture, he uses concepts such as
mimicry, interstice, hybridity, and liminality to argue that cultural production is always
most productive where it is most ambivalent. Speaking in a voice that combines
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intellectual ease with the belief that theory itself can contribute to practical political
change, Bhabha has become one of the leading post-colonial theorists of this era.
How can postcolonial thought be most fruitfully translated and incorporated into
sociology? This special volume brings together leading sociologists to offer some
answers and examples. The chapters offer new postcolonial readings of canonical
thinkers like Karl Marx, Max Weber, Emile Durkheim and Robert Park.
Post-colonial theory is a relatively new area in critical contemporary studies, having its
foundations more Postcolonial Criticism brings together some of the most important
critical writings in the field, and aims to present a clear overview of, and introduction to,
one of the most exciting and rapidly developing areas of contemporary literary criticism.
It charts the development of the field both historically and conceptually, from its
beginnings in the early post-war period to the present day. The first phase of
postcolonial criticism is recorded here in the pioneering work of thinkers like Aimé
Césaire, Frantz Fanon, Edward Said, and Gayatri Spivak. More recently, a new
generation of academics have provided fresh assessments of the interaction of class,
race and gender in cultural production, and this generation is represented in the work of
Aijaz Ahmad, bell hooks, Homi Bhabha, Abdul JanMohamed and David Lloyd. Topics
covered include negritude, national culture, orientalism, subalternity, ambivalence,
hybridity, white settler societies, gender and colonialism, culturalism, commonwealth
literature, and minority discourse. The collection includes an extensive general
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introduction which clearly sets out the key stages, figures and debates in the field. The
editors point to the variety, even conflict, within the field, but also stress connections
and parallels between the various figures and debates which they identify as central to
an understanding of it. The introduction is followed by a series of ten essays which
have been carefully chosen to reflect both the diversity and continuity of postcolonial
criticism. Each essay is supported by a short introduction which places it in context with
the rest of the author's work, and identifies how its salient arguments contribute to the
field as a whole. This is a field which covers many disciplines including literary theory,
cultural studies, philosophy, geography, economics, history and politics. It is designed
to fit into the current modular arrangement of courses, and is therefore suitable for
undergraduate and postgraduate courses which address postcolonial issues and the
'new' literatures in English.

More than three decades after its first publication, Edward Said's groundbreaking
critique of the West's historical, cultural, and political perceptions of the East has
become a modern classic. In this wide-ranging, intellectually vigorous study, Said
traces the origins of "orientalism" to the centuries-long period during which
Europe dominated the Middle and Near East and, from its position of power,
defined "the orient" simply as "other than" the occident. This entrenched view
continues to dominate western ideas and, because it does not allow the East to
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represent itself, prevents true understanding. Essential, and still eye-opening,
Orientalism remains one of the most important books written about our divided
world.
Homi K. Bhabha's 1994 The Location of Culture is one of the founding texts of
the branch of literary theory called postcolonialism. While postcolonialism has
many strands, at its heart lies the question of interpreting and understanding
encounters between the western colonial powers and the nations across the
globe that they colonized. Colonization was not just an economic, military or
political process, but one that radically affected culture and identity across the
world. It is a field in which interpretation comes to the fore, and much of its force
depends on addressing the complex legacy of colonial encounters by careful,
sustained attention to the meaning of the traces that they left on colonized
cultures. What Bhabha's writing, like so much postcolonial thought, shows is that
the arts of clarification and definition that underpin good interpretation are rarely
the same as simplification. Indeed, good interpretative clarification is often about
pointing out and dividing the different kinds of complexity at play in a single
process or term. For Bhabha, the object is identity itself, as expressed in the
ideas colonial powers had about themselves. In his interpretation, what at first
seems to be the coherent set of ideas behind colonialism soon breaks down into
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a complex mass of shifting stances - yielding something much closer to
postcolonial thought than a first glance at his sometimes dauntingly complex
suggests.
Edward Said is one of the foremost thinkers writing today. His work as a literary
and cultural critic, a political commentator, and the champion of the cause of
Palestinian rights has given him a unique position in western intellectual life. This
new book is a major exploration and assessment of his writings in all these main
areas. Focusing on Said's insistence on the connection between literature,
politics and culture, Kennedy offers an overview and assessment of the main
strands of Said's work, drawing out the links and contradictions between each
area. The book begins with an examination of Orientalism, one of the founding
texts of post-colonial studies. Kennedy looks at the book in detail, probing both its
strengths and weaknesses, and linking it to its sequel, Culture and Imperialism.
She then examines Said's work on the Palestinian people, with his emphasis on
the need for a Palestinian narrative to counter pro-Israeli accounts of the Middle
East, and his searing criticisms of US, Israeli, and even Arab governments. The
book closes with an examination of Said's importance in the field of post-colonial
studies, notably colonial discourse analysis and post-colonial theory, and his
significance as a public intellectual. This book will be of great interest to anyone
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studying post-colonialism, literary theory, politics, and the Middle East, as well as
anyone interested in Said's writings.
Postcolonial Theory is a ground-breaking critical introduction to the burgeoning
field of postcolonial studies. Leela Gandhi is the first to clearly map out this field
in terms of its wider philosophical and intellectual context, drawing important
connections between postcolonial theory and poststructuralism, postmodernism,
marxism and feminism. She assesses the contribution of major theorists such as
Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak and Homi Bhabha, and also points to
postcolonialism's relationship to earlier thinkers such as Frantz Fanon and
Mahatma Gandhi. The book is distinctive in its concern for the specific historical,
material and cultural contexts for postcolonial theory, and in its attempt to sketch
out the ethical possibilities for postcolonial theory as a model for living with and
'knowing' cultural differences non-violently. Postcolonial Theory is a useful
starting point for readers new to the field and a provocative account which opens
possibilities for debate.
"Although for half a century East-Central Europe was part of the Soviet empire
and was subject to its "civilizing" mission, its colonial status escaped the attention
of most postcolonial critics. It still remains a blank spot in global studies of
postcolonialism. In Polish Literature and Identity: A Postcolonial Landscape
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Dariusz Skórczewski argues for the advantages of applying postcolonial thought
to Polish realities; at the same time, he modifes the theoretical framework worked
out by other postcolonialists. The book seeks to reveal how Poland's two lines of
experience-one of foreign hegemony since the late 1700s through 1989
(excluding a short period of sovereignty between the two world wars); and the
other of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth as itself a pre-modern empire-have
shaped the culture of contemporary Polish society. The book focuses on identity
transformations as reflected in Polish literature and critical discourses. It opens
up the question of the identity of a postcolonial nation in contemporary EastCentral Europe where globalization and cosmopolitanism clash with growing
national sentiments, making predictions about a speedy advent of a post-national
era premature. The first few chapters are devoted to the postcolonial theorizing of
Poland in the East Central European context. This part of the book seeks
relevant language(s) and registers for the analysis of the cultural condition of
East Central Europe as a part of the world which slipped most postcolonial critics'
attention. The second part of the book (Chapters 7-11) deal with the effects of the
colonial encounter on Poles' self-perception and perception of Others, as
reflected in Romantic and modern Polish literature. The book closes with a
Postscript titled "Three Warnings," outlining a critique of postcolonial theory and
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criticism"-Cultural theory has often been criticized for covert Eurocentric and universalist
tendencies. Its concepts and ideas are implicitly applicable to everyone, ironing
over any individuality or cultural difference. Postcolonial theory has challenged
these limitations of cultural theory, and Postcolonial Theory and Autobiography
addresses the central challenge posed by its autobiographical turn. Despite the
fact that autobiography is frequently dismissed for its Western, masculine bias,
David Huddart argues for its continued relevance as a central explanatory
category in understanding postcolonial theory and its relation to subjectivity.
Focusing on the influence of post-structuralist theory on postcolonial theory and
vice versa, this study suggests that autobiography constitutes a general
philosophical resistance to universal concepts and theories. Offering a fresh
perspective on familiar critical figures like Edward W. Said and Gayatri
Chakravorty Spivak, by putting them in the context of readings of the work of
Jacques Derrida, Gilles Deleuze, and Alain Badiou, this book relates the theory
of autobiography to expressions of new universalisms that, together with
postcolonial theory, rethink and extend norms of experience, investigation, and
knowledge.
Gayatri Spivak, one of our best known cultural and literary theorists, addresses a
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vast range of political questions with both pen and voice in this unique book. The
Post-Colonial Critic brings together a selection of interviews and discussions in
which she has taken part over the past five years; together they articulate some
of the most compelling politico-theoretical issues of the present. In these lively
texts, students of Spivak's work will identify her unmistakeable voice as she
speaks on questions of representation and self-representation, the politicization
of deconstruction; the situations of post-colonial critics; pedagogical
responsibility; and political strategies.
This accessible introduction explores the historical dimensions and theoretical
concepts associated with colonial and post-colonial studies. Ania Loomba
examines the key features of the ideologies and history of colonialism, the
relationship of colonial discourse to literature, challenges to colonialism, and
recent developments in post-colonial theories and histories in the writings of
contemporary theorists, including Edward Said, Abdul JanMohamed, Homi
Bhabha, and Gayatri Spivak. Loomba also looks at how sexuality is insinuated in
the texts of colonialism, and how contemporary feminist ideas and concepts
intersect with those of post-colonialist thought.
This innovative and lively book is quite unlike any other introduction to postcolonialism. Robert
Young examines the political, social, and cultural after-effects of decolonization by presenting
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situations, experiences, and testimony rather than going through the theory at an abstract
level. He situates the debate in a wide cultural context, discussing its importance as an
historical condition, with examples such as the status of aboriginal people, of those
dispossessed from their land, Algerian raï music, postcolonial feminism, and global social and
ecological movements. Above all, Young argues, postcolonialism offers a political philosophy
of activism that contests the current situation of global inequality, and so in a new way
continues the anti-colonial struggles of the past. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The first book of its kind in the field, this timely introduction to post- colonial theory offers lucid
and accessible summaries of the major work of key theorists such as Frantz Fanon, Edward
Said.Homi Bhabha and Gayatri Spivak. The Guide also Explores the lines of resistance against
colonialism and highlights the theories of post-colonial identity that have been responsible for
generating some of the most influential and challenging critical work of recent decades.
Designed for undergraduates and postgraduates taking courses related to colonialisn or postcolonialism, the book summarieses the major topics and issues as well as covering the
contributions of major and less familiar figures in the field.
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak's original essay "Can the Subaltern Speak?" transformed the
analysis of colonialism through an eloquent and uncompromising argument that affirmed the
contemporary relevance of Marxism while using deconstructionist methods to explore the
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international division of labor and capitalism's "worlding" of the world. Spivak's essay hones in
on the historical and ideological factors that obstruct the possibility of being heard for those
who inhabit the periphery. It is a probing interrogation of what it means to have political
subjectivity, to be able to access the state, and to suffer the burden of difference in a capitalist
system that promises equality yet withholds it at every turn. Since its publication, "Can the
Subaltern Speak?" has been cited, invoked, imitated, and critiqued. In these phenomenal
essays, eight scholars take stock of the effects and response to Spivak's work. They begin by
contextualizing the piece within the development of subaltern and postcolonial studies and the
quest for human rights. Then, through the lens of Spivak's essay, they rethink historical
problems of subalternity, voicing, and death. A final section situates "Can the Subaltern
Speak?" within contemporary issues, particularly new international divisions of labor and the
politics of silence among indigenous women of Guatemala and Mexico. In an afterword, Spivak
herself considers her essay's past interpretations and future incarnations and the questions
and histories that remain secreted in the original and revised versions of "Can the Subaltern
Speak?" both of which are reprinted in this book.
Are the "culture wars" over? When did they begin? What is their relationship to gender struggle
and the dynamics of class? In her first full treatment of postcolonial studies, a field that she
helped define, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, one of the world's foremost literary theorists, poses
these questions from within the postcolonial enclave.
Explores existential and political themes in Orhan Pamuk's work and investigates the apparent
contradictions in an arena where Islam and democracy are often seen as opposing and
irreconcilable terms. Existential themes delve into literary nuances in Pamuk that discuss love,
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happiness, suffering, memory and death.
In recent years, scholarship on translation has moved well beyond the technicalities of
converting one language into another and beyond conventional translation theory. With new
technologies blurring distinctions between "the original" and its reproductions, and with
globalization redefining national and cultural boundaries, "translation" is now emerging as a
reformulated subject of lively, interdisciplinary debate. Nation, Language, and the Ethics of
Translation enters the heart of this debate. It covers an exceptional range of topics, from
simultaneous translation to legal theory, from the language of exile to the language of new
nations, from the press to the cinema; and cultures and languages from contemporary Bengal
to ancient Japan, from translations of Homer to the work of Don DeLillo. All twenty-two essays,
by leading voices including Gayatri Spivak and the late Edward Said, are provocative and
persuasive. The book's four sections--"Translation as Medium and across Media," "The Ethics
of Translation," "Translation and Difference," and "Beyond the Nation"--together provide a
comprehensive view of current thinking on nationality and translation, one that will be widely
consulted for years to come. The contributors are Jonathan E. Abel, Emily Apter, Sandra
Bermann, Vilashini Cooppan, Stanley Corngold, David Damrosch, Robert Eaglestone, Stathis
Gourgouris, Pierre Legrand, Jacques Lezra, Françoise Lionnet, Sylvia Molloy, Yopie Prins,
Edward Said, Azade Seyhan, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Henry Staten, Lawrence Venuti,
Lynn Visson, Gauri Viswanathan, Samuel Weber, and Michael Wood.
The essays in this volume range from questions of cultural self-representation in China to more
general problems of reconceptualizing global relationships in response to contemporary
changes. Although the new era of global capitalism calls for the remapping of global relations,
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such remapping must be informed both by a grasp of contemporary structures of economic,
political, and cultural power and by memories of earlier radical visions of society. Without these
two conditions, Arif Dirlik argues, the current preoccupation with Eurocentrism, ethnic diversity,
and multiculturalism distract from issues of power that dominate global relations and that find
expression in murderous ethnic conflicts. Dirlik offers multi-historicalism, which presupposes a
historically grounded conception of cultural difference, seeks in different histories alternative
visions of human society, and stresses divergent historical trajectories against a future
colonized presently by an ideology of capital. Arguing that the operations of capital have
brought the question of the local to the fore, he points to indigenism as a source of paradigms
of social relations, and relationships to nature, to challenge the voracious developmentalism
that undermines local welfare globally.
Social scientists have long been resistant to the set of ideas known as "postcolonial thought."
Meanwhile, postcolonial scholars have considered social science to be an impoverished
discipline that is part of the intellectual problem for postcolonial liberation, not the solution. This
divergence is fitting, given that postcolonial thought emerged from the anticolonial revolutions
of the twentieth century and has since become an enterprise in the academic humanities, while
social theory was born as an intellectual justification for empire and has since been
institutionalized in social science. Given such divisions - and at times direct opposition - is it
possible to reconcile the two? Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory explores the
divergences and generative convergences between these two distinct bodies of thought. It
asks how the intellectually insurrectionary ideas of postcolonial thinkers, such as Franz Fanon,
Amilcar Cabral, Edward Said, Homi Bhabha and Gayatri Spivak, among others, pose a radical
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epistemic challenge to social theory. It charts the different ways in which social theory might be
refashioned to meet the challenge and excavates the often hidden sociological assumptions of
postcolonial thought. While various scholars suggest that postcolonial thought and social
science are incompatible, this book illuminates how they are mutually beneficial, and argues
for a third wave of postcolonial thought emerging from social science but also surmounting the
narrow confines of disciplinary boundaries.
This book provides unique "insider" critical insights into the ever-growing field of Postcolonial
Studies, from one of the field's original architects.
Postcolonialism has become one of the most exciting, expanding and challenging areas of
literary and cultural studies today. Designed especially for those studying the topic for the first
time, Beginning Postcolonialism introduces the major areas of concern in a clear, accessible,
and organized fashion. It provides an overview of the emergence of postcolonialism as a
discipline and closely examines many of its important critical writings.
A landmark work from the author of Orientalism that explores the long-overlooked connections
between the Western imperial endeavor and the culture that both reflected and reinforced it. In
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, as the Western powers built empires that
stretched from Australia to the West Indies, Western artists created masterpieces ranging from
Mansfield Park to Heart of Darkness and Aida. Yet most cultural critics continue to see these
phenomena as separate. Edward Said looks at these works alongside those of such writers as
W. B. Yeats, Chinua Achebe, and Salman Rushdie to show how subject peoples produced
their own vigorous cultures of opposition and resistance. Vast in scope and stunning in its
erudition, Culture and Imperialism reopens the dialogue between literature and the life of its
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time.
Introduces readers to the modes of literary and cultural study of the previous half century A
Companion to Literary Theory is a collection of 36 original essays, all by noted scholars in their
field, designed to introduce the modes and ideas of contemporary literary and cultural theory.
Arranged by topic rather than chronology, in order to highlight the relationships between earlier
and most recent theoretical developments, the book groups its chapters into seven convenient
sections: I. Literary Form: Narrative and Poetry; II. The Task of Reading; III. Literary Locations
and Cultural Studies; IV. The Politics of Literature; V. Identities; VI. Bodies and Their Minds;
and VII. Scientific Inflections. Allotting proper space to all areas of theory most relevant today,
this comprehensive volume features three dozen masterfully written chapters covering such
subjects as: Anglo-American New Criticism; Chicago Formalism; Russian Formalism; Derrida
and Deconstruction; Empathy/Affect Studies; Foucault and Poststructuralism; Marx and
Marxist Literary Theory; Postcolonial Studies; Ethnic Studies; Gender Theory; Freudian
Psychoanalytic Criticism; Cognitive Literary Theory; Evolutionary Literary Theory; Cybernetics
and Posthumanism; and much more. Features 36 essays by noted scholars in the field Fills a
growing need for companion books that can guide readers through the thicket of ideas,
systems, and terminologies Presents important contemporary literary theory while examining
those of the past The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Literary Theory will be welcomed by
college and university students seeking an accessible and authoritative guide to the complex
and often intimidating modes of literary and cultural study of the previous half century.
This book outlines what theory for a global age might look like, positing an agenda for
consideration, contestation and discussion, and a framework for the research-led volumes that
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follow in the series. Gurminder K. Bhambra takes up the classical concerns of sociology and
social theory and shows how they can be rethought through an engagement with postcolonial
studies and decoloniality, two of the most distinctive critical approaches of the past decades.
Impact of the Postcolonial Theories of Edward Said, Gayatri Spivak, and Homi Bhabha on
Western Thought : The Third-World Intellectual in the First-World Academy
Exploring, amongst other themes, representations of the other, strategies adopted to resist
such representations, the issues of identity, nationalism, colonialism, feminism, subaltern
studies and the English language within the context of Empire, this book projects a study of
post-colonialism through the work of Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak.
For three decades, Spivak has been ignoring the standardized "rules" of the academy and
trespassing across disciplinary boundaries. In this new book she declares the death of
comparative literature and sounds an urgent call for a "new comparative literature, " in which
the discipline is given new life.

The Postcolonial Unconscious is a major attempt to reconstruct the whole field of
postcolonial studies. In this magisterial and, at times, polemical study, Neil
Lazarus argues that the key critical concepts that form the very foundation of the
field need to be re-assessed and questioned. Drawing on a vast range of literary
sources, Lazarus investigates works and authors from Latin America and the
Caribbean, Africa and the Arab world, South, Southeast and East Asia, to
reconsider them from a postcolonial perspective. Alongside this, he offers bold
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new readings of some of the most influential figures in the field: Fredric Jameson,
Edward Said and Frantz Fanon. A tour de force of postcolonial studies, this book
will set the agenda for the future, probing how the field has come to develop in
the directions it has and why and how it can grow further.
Much controversy has recently come to surround the status and value of
postcolonial modes of cultural analysis. Postcolonial theory has been challenged
on several fronts: on its interdisciplinary competence, on the politics of its
institutional location, and its implicit will to have power over other kinds of
postcolonial analysis, many of which have been established for much longer than
postcolonial theory itself. The ensuing debate has often become so heated, even
personalized, that the issues at stake have been obscured. In what is the most
comprehensive and accessible survey of the field to date, Bart Moore-Gilbert
systematically examines the objections that have been raised against
postcolonial theory, revealing the simplifications and exaggerations on both sides
of the argument. He provides a detailed institutional history of the ways in which
the relationship between culture and colonialism was traditionally studied in the
West, then traces the emergence of alternative forms of postcolonial analysis of
such questions. He gives an extremely careful presentation of the complex and
elusive work of the three principal representatives of postcolonial theory, Gayatri
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Spivak, Edward Said and Homi Bhabha, and considers the criticisms they have
faced, from an alleged Eurocentrism to an obfuscatory prose style. And he
assesses the overlaps and differences between postcolonial theory and other
forms of postcolonial criticism. Finally he considers the ways in which
postcolonial analysis may be connected with different histories of oppression,
and looks at how such a heterogeneous theory can be reconciled with political
questions of solidarity and alliance in the continuing struggle for cultural
decolonization.
This book is an essential introduction to significant texts in postcolonial theory. It
looks at seminal works in the ‘moments of their making’ and delineates the
different threads that bind postcolonial studies. Each chapter presents a
comprehensive discussion of a major text and contextualises it in the wake of
contemporary themes and debates. The volume: Studies major texts by foremost
scholars — Edward W. Said, Chinua Achebe, Albert Memmi, Gayatri Chakravorty
Spivak, Paul Carter, Homi Bhabha, Frantz Fanon, Ashis Nandy, Robert J. C.
Young, Ngugi wa Thiongo, and Sara Suleri Shifts focus from colonial experience
to underlying principles of critical engagement Uses accessible, jargon-free
language Focused, engaging and critically insightful, this book will be
indispensable to students and scholars of literary and cultural studies,
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comparative literature, and postcolonial studies.
As postcolonial studies shifts to a more comparative approach one of the most
intriguing developments has been within the Francophone world. A number of
genealogical lines of influence are now being drawn connecting the work of the
three figures most associated with the emergence of postcolonial theory - Homi
Bhabha, Edward Said, and Gayatri Spivak - to an earlier generation of French
(predominantly 'poststructuralist') theorists. Within this emerging narrative of
intellectual influences, the importance of the thought of Jacques Derrida, and the
status of deconstruction generally, has been acknowledged, but has not until now
been adequately accounted for. In Deconstruction and the Postcolonial, Michael
Syrotinski teases out the underlying conceptual tensions and theoretical stakes of
what he terms a 'deconstructive postcolonialism', and argues that postcolonial
studies stands to gain ground in terms of its political forcefulness and
philosophical rigour by turning back to, and not away from, deconst
The Post-Colonial Studies Readeris the most comprehensive selection of key
texts in post-colonial theory and criticism yet compiled. This collection covers a
huge range of topics, featuring nearly ninety of the discipline's most widely read
works. TheReader's90 extracts are designed to introduce the major issues and
debates in the field of post-colonial literary studies. This field itself, however, has
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become so varied that no collection of readings could encompass every voice
which is now giving itself the name "post-colonial." The editors, in order to avoid
a volume which is simply a critical canon, have selected works representing
arguments with which they do not necessarily agree, but rather which above all
stimulate discussion, thought and further exploration. Post-colonial "theory" has
occurred in all societies into which the imperial force of Europe has intruded,
though not always in the official form oftheoretical text. Like the description of any
other field the term has come to mean many things, but this volume hinges on
one incontestable phenomenon: the "historical fact"of colonialism, and the
palpable consequences to which this phenomenon gave rise. The topic involves
talk about experience of various kinds: migration, slavery, suppression,
resistance, representation, difference, race, gender, place, and reaction to the
European influence, and about the fundamental experiences of speaking and
writing by which all these come into being. In compiling this reader, the editors
have sought to stimulate people to ask: "How might a genuinely post-colonial
literary enterprise proceed?" The fourteen sections include: Issues and Debates;
Universality and Difference; Textual Representation and Resistance;
Postmodernism and Post-Colonialism; Nationalism; Hybridity; Ethnicity and
Indigenity; Feminism and Post-Colonialism; Language; The Body and
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Performance; History; Place; Education; and Production andConsumption.
Contributors include many of the leading post-colonial theorists and critics--such
as Franz Fanon, Chinua Achebe, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Ngugi wa
Thiong'o, Homi Bhabba, Derek Walcott, Edward Said, and Trinh T. Minh-ha--in
addition to a number of the discourse's newer voices.The Post-Colonial Studies
Readerwill prove an authoritative compilation, representing an invaluable
contribution to the study of post-colonial theory and criticism.
Postcolonial studies have transformed how we think about subjectivity, national
identity, globalization, history, language, literature, and international politics. Until
recently, the emphasis has been almost exclusively within an Anglophone
context, but the focus of postcolonial studies is shifting to a more comparative
approach. One of the most intriguing developments has been within the
Francophone world. A number of genealogical lines of influence are being drawn,
connecting the work of the three figures most associated with the emergence of
postcolonial theory–Homi Bhabha, Edward Said, and Gayatri Spivak–to an earlier
generation of predominantly postructuralist French theorists. Within this emerging
narrative of intellectual influences, the importance of the thought of Jacques
Derrida and the status of deconstruction have been acknowledged, but not
adequately accounted for. In Deconstruction and the Postcolonial, Michael
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Syrotinski reconsiders the underlying conceptual tensions and theoretical stakes
of what he terms a "deconstructive postcolonialism" and argues that postcolonial
studies stands to gain ground in terms of its political forcefulness and
philosophical rigour by turning back to, and not away from, deconstruction.
This electronic version has been made available under a Creative Commons (BYNC-ND) open access license. This book analyses black Atlantic studies, colonial
discourse analysis and postcolonial theory, providing paradigms for
understanding imperial literature, Englishness and black transnationalism. Its
concerns range from the metropolitan centre of Conrad's Heart of Darkness to
fatherhood in Du Bois's The Souls of Black Folk; from the marketing of South
African literature to cosmopolitanism in Achebe; and from utopian discourse in
Parry to Jameson's theorisation of empire.
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