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This book analyses the ways in which foreign policy actors in Asia have responded to the emerging great power conflict between
the US and the People's Republic of China focusing on medium and small states across the Indo-Pacific. The book offers a muchneeded counterpoint to existing analyses on the Indo-Pacific and China’s BRI and presents a new perspective by examining how
great power politics are locally reinterpreted, conditioned, or at times even contested. It illustrates the policy-level challenges which
the US-China rivalry poses for established political and economic practices and outlines how these challenges can be best
addressed by smaller states and their societies. A timely assessment of the power play in the Indo-Pacific with the angle of SinoAmerican rivalry, this book makes an important contribution to the study of Political Science, International Relations, Asian Studies
and Security Studies.
This volume examines contemporary diplomatic, economic, and security competition between China and Japan in the Asia-Pacific
region. The book outlines the role that Sino-Japanese competition plays in East Asian security, an area of study largely overlooked
in contemporary writing on Asian security, which tends to focus on US–China relations and/or US hegemony in Asia. The volume
focuses on Chinese and Japanese foreign policy under President Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Shinz? Abe, and regional security
dynamics within and between Asian states/institutions since 2012. It employs regional security complex theory as a theoretical
framework to view Chinese and Japanese competition in the Asian region. In doing so, the volume draws on a "levels of analysis"
approach to demonstrate the value in looking at security in the Asia-Pacific from a regional rather than global perspective. The
vast majority of existing research on the region’s security tends to focus on great power relations and treats Asia as a sub-region
within the larger global security architecture. In contrast, this volume shows how competition between the two largest Asian
economies shapes East Asia’s security environment and drives security priorities across Asia’s sub-regions. As such, this
collection provides an important contribution to discussion on security in Asia; one with potential to influence both political and
military policy makers, security practitioners, and scholars. This book will be of much interest to students of Asian politics, regional
security, diplomacy, and international relations.
The first book to weave Eurasia together through the perspective of the oceans and seas "A detailed account of the growing
importance of the Chinese, Indian, and Russian navies and how this competition is playing out in waters stretching from the IndoPacific area to the Arctic and the Mediterranean."--Lawrence D. Freedman, Foreign Affairs Eurasia's emerging powers--India,
China, and Russia--have increasingly embraced their maritime geographies as they have expanded and strengthened their
economies, military capabilities, and global influence. Maritime Eurasia, a region that facilitates international commerce and
contains some of the world's most strategic maritime chokepoints, has already caused a shift in the global political economy and
challenged the dominance of the Atlantic world and the United States. Climate change is set to further affect global politics. With
meticulous and comprehensive field research, Geoffrey Gresh considers how the melting of the Arctic ice cap will create new
shipping lanes and exacerbate a contest for the control of Arctic natural resources. He explores as well the strategic maritime
shifts under way from Europe to the Indian Ocean and Pacific Asia. The race for great power status and the earth's changing
landscape, Gresh shows, are rapidly transforming Eurasia and thus creating a new world order.
This book examines the need for greater East Asian cooperation and the challenges to this grand endeavor. With differing national
outlooks, how can East Asia preserve peace, prosperity and stability amidst geopolitical competition? To answer this question, the
volume examines the political and economic relations between Beijing and its neighbors against the backdrop of two trends: the
power shift from the West to the East in the aftermath of the American Financial Crisis and the ongoing eurozone crisis, as well as
the rise of China.
China‘s emergence as a great power is a global concern that can potentially alter the structure of world politics. Its rise is
multidimensional, affecting the political, security, and economic affairs of all states that comprise the worlds fastest developing
region of the Asia-Pacific. Most of the recently published studies on China‘s rise have fo
Awareness has been growing in the United States - and in nations around the world - that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
has triggered a new era of great-power competition. Yet few discern the pattern in China's inroads within every region of the world,
much less the specific form of dominance to which the party aspires.The CCP aims not merely at preeminence within the
established world order - an order that is grounded in free and sovereign nation-states, flows from the universal principles on
which America was founded, and advances U.S. national interests -but to fundamentally revise world order, placing the People's
Republic of China (PRC) at the center and serving Beijing's authoritarian goals and hegemonic ambitions.In the face of the China
challenge, the United States must secure freedom.China is a challenge because of its conduct. Modeled on 20th-century MarxistLeninist dictatorship, the CCP eventually spurred rapid modernization and produced prodigious economic growth - thanks in no
small measure to the party's decision in the late 1970s to embrace free-market elements and to the decision by the United States
and nations around the world to engage, and welcome commerce with, China. The party today wields its economic power to coopt and coerce countries around the world; make the societies and politics of foreign nations more accommodating to CCP
specifications; and reshape international organizations in line with China's brand of socialism. At the same time, the CCP is
developing a world-class military to rival and eventually surpass the U.S. military. These actions enable the CCP to credibly pursue
the quest - proceeding outward through the Indo-Pacific region and encompassing the globe - to achieve "national rejuvenation"
culminating in the transformation of the international order.To understand China's peculiar form of authoritarianism and the
hegemonic goals to which it gives rise, it is necessary to grasp the intellectual sources from which China's conduct springs: the
CCP's Marxist-Leninist beliefs and the party's extreme interpretation of Chinese nationalism.
This book offers a detailed analysis of the domestic politics of regionalism in the three major nations of Northeast Asia (China,
Japan, and Korea), as well as in the most important external actor, the United States.
This book explains the development of the international system’s present-day balance of power by exploring three central
questions: (1) Under what conditions has the international system order evolved from a unipolar system to the current multipolar
system? (2) What are its major states? (3) How do weak powers affect great power competition? It puts forward the following
hypotheses: (1) if China and Russia are expanding their military, political, and economic influence into weaker states globally, then
the unipolar American order is unraveling; and (2) if the international system is multipolar, then great power balancing may
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enhance international security. However, balancing may be made difficult because of weak state aid-seeking behavior. When
weak states engage competing great powers, they become spheres of competition. This book delves into these states. Whether in
Africa, Latin America, the Middle East, Central Asia, East Asia, or Eastern Europe, great powers hope to establish some control
over weaker units for security, economic, and at times, prestige purposes. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of
political science and IR, security studies, and IPE, as well as members of the think tank community and policy analysts.

The book sheds understanding on the relations between development and global energy security by looking at China and
India. It addresses the following issues: what is the new definition of energy security, how does it affect global politics and
international relations? What are the energy security concerns of China and India, and what policies and approaches
have they taken to deal with energy security issues? Since China and India are searching for oil and gas in the Middle
East, Africa, and Southeast Asia, will their acquisition efforts conflict with the interests of other energy giants such as the
U.S., Japan, and will their growing overseas activities challenge U.S. policy in those energy-rich regions? The book
provides insight into what the new global energy order may be and how the growth models and energy structures may
shape the economic growth and energy. It analyzes both the state-centered approach and market-oriented approach in
the global quest for energy resources. It also examines how China and India can adopt a cooperative approach for
beneficial relations. The book will be of interest to anyone who is keen to learn how the World especially U.S.A. can
accomodate and adapt to the new global energy dynamics; China and India as new players in global energy markets.
Intensifying geopolitical rivalries, rising defence spending and the proliferation of the latest military technology across
Asia suggest that the region is set for a prolonged period of strategic contestation. None of the three competing visions
for the future of Asian order – a US-led ‘Free and Open Indo-Pacific’, a Chinese-centred order, or the ASEAN-inspired
‘Indo-Pacific Outlook’ – is likely to prevail in the short to medium term. In the absence of a new framework, the risk of
open conflict is heightened, and along with it the need for effective mechanisms to maintain peace and stability. As
Asia’s leaders seek to rebuild their economies and societies in the wake of COVID-19, they would do well to reflect upon
the lessons offered by the pandemic and their applicability in the strategic realm. The societies that have navigated the
crisis most effectively have been able to do so by putting in place stringent protective measures. Crisis-management and
-avoidance mechanisms – and even, in the longer term, wider arms control – can be seen as the strategic equivalent of
such measures, and as such they should be pursued with urgency in Asia to reduce the risks of an even greater calamity.
This book examines the emerging maritime security scene in Southeast Asia. It considers highly topical implications for
the region of possible strategic competition between China and India - the rising naval powers of Asia - with a possible
naval "arms race" emerging between these countries both with naval force development and operations. As part of its
"Look East" policy, India has deployed naval units to the Pacific Ocean for port visits and exercises both with East Asian
navies and the US Navy, but India is also concerned about the possibility of the Chinese Navy operating in the Indian
Ocean. Even as the US-India defence relationship continues to deepen, the US and China are struggling to build a closer
links. China’s and India’s strategic interests overlap in this region both in maritime strategic competition or conflict –
which might be played out in the Bay of Bengal, the Malacca and Singapore Straits and the South China Sea. The sea
lines of communication (SLOCs) through Southeast Asian waters constitute vital "choke points" between the Indian and
Pacific Oceans carrying essential energy supplies for China and other Northeast Asian countries. Any strategic
competition between China and India has implications for other major maritime players in the Pacific and Indian Oceans,
especially Australia, the Republic of Korea and Japan, as well as the US. This book identifies possible cooperative and
confidence-building measures that may contribute to enhanced relations between these two major powers and dampen
down the risks associated with their strategic competition.
"Although the United States is rightly preoccupied with the threat of Islamist terrorism and the two conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan, there is a wide consensus among American strategic thinkers that America’s greatest challenge over the
next decades will be the rise of China. With its expanding economy and formidable military growth, China is positioning
itself to challenge the United States as the greatest international power on the world stage. The Rise of China is a
collection of essays about the nature of that threat and what the U.S. and its allies might do in the areas of foreign and
defense affairs to meet it. Contributing authors Michael R. Auslin, Dan Blumenthal, Ellen Bork, Nicholas Eberstadt,
Robert Kagan, Gary J. Schmitt, and Ashley J. Tellis contemplate how these two rising, ambitious powers are contesting
for leadership in East Asia and ask if the sanguine forecasts for a peaceful century will hold true. Although the Chinese
have been very careful to look like a cautious power, and in key respects have been, they see the international scene as
fundamentally one of antagonism. And this is unlikely to change until and unless the regime changes. It is this China, the
authors of The Rise of China assert, that we will be dealing with for some time to come. "
Where Great Powers Meet explores the global competition for power between the United States and China. Focusing on
Southeast Asia, David Shambaugh looks at how ASEAN (the Association of Southeast Asian Nations) and the countries
within it maneuver between the US and China and the degree to which they align with one or the other power. Not simply
an analysis of the region's place within an evolving international system, Where Great Powers Meetprovides us with a
comprehensive strategy that advances the American position while exploiting Chinese weaknesses.
An accessible overview of political, economic, and strategic dimensions of global supply chains in a changing global
political economy.
As the Indo-Pacific emerges as the world’s most strategically consequential region and competition with China
intensifies, the United States must adapt its approach if it seeks to preserve its power and sustain regional stability and
prosperity. Yet as China grows more powerful and aggressive and the United States appears increasingly unreliable, the
Indo-Pacific has become riven with uncertainty. These dynamics threaten to undermine the region’s unprecedented
peace and prosperity. U.S. Strategy in the Asian Century offers vital perspective on the future of power dynamics in the
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Indo-Pacific, focusing on the critical roles that American allies and partners can play. Abraham M. Denmark argues that
these alliances and partnerships represent indispensable strategic assets for the United States. They will be necessary in
any effort by Washington to compete with China, promote prosperity, and preserve a liberal order in the Indo-Pacific.
Blending academic rigor and practical policy experience, Denmark analyzes the future of major-power competition in the
region, with an eye toward American security interests. He details a pragmatic approach for the United States to harness
the power of its allies and partners to ensure long-term regional stability and successfully navigate the complexities of the
new era.
One of Singapore's top diplomats, Bilahari Kausikan was the Institute of Policy Studies' (IPS) 2015/16 S R Nathan Fellow
for the Study of Singapore. This book contains edited versions of the five public IPS-Nathan Lectures he gave between
January and May 2016, and highlights of his dialogue with the audience.Kausikan gives a frank and dispassionate
assessment of the international environment in the post-Cold War era and the geopolitical uncertainties that have
emerged. In particular, he analyses the nature of US-China relations, the broad underlying factors in the South China
Sea disputes and ASEAN's attempts to maintain order, and the role that human rights and democracy have played in
international relations. He concludes by suggesting what Singapore needs to do to cope with the complexities that lie
ahead, in this age without definition.The IPS-Nathan Lectures series was launched in 2014 as part of the S R Nathan
Fellowship for the Study of Singapore. The S R Nathan Fellow, who is appointed annually, delivers between four and six
lectures each year to advance public understanding and discussion of issues of critical national interest.
The topic of this book deals with a highly relevant empirical issue: East asian security and the dynamics of the respective
governance structure or architecture are not only of regional but of global concern. Since the pivot of the American pivot
to East Asia and other external actor ?s responses to it the security architecture has changed in form, size and function.
In order to analyze and explain these changes, hypotheses derived from IR middle range theories (i.e. soft and hard
balancing) will be applied to cases of bilateral and multilateral security governance in East Asia.
This book forensically examines geopolitical, geo-economic, and geostrategic, implications of the interventionist role of
extra-regional powers in South Asia and its extended neighborhood, Afghanistan and Central Asia in particular.
Strategic Adjustment and the Rise of China demonstrates how structural and domestic variables influence how East
Asian states adjust their strategy in light of the rise of China, including how China manages its own emerging role as a
regional great power. The contributors note that the shifting regional balance of power has fueled escalating tensions in
East Asia and suggest that adjustment challenges are exacerbated by the politics of policymaking. International and
domestic pressures on policymaking are reflected in maritime territorial disputes and in the broader range of regional
security issues created by the rise of China.Adjusting to power shifts and managing a new regional order in the face of
inevitable domestic pressure, including nationalism, is a challenging process. Both the United States and China have had
to adjust to China's expanded capabilities. China has sought an expanded influence in maritime East Asia; the United
States has responded by consolidating its alliances and expanding its naval presence in East Asia. The region's smaller
countries have also adjusted to the rise of China. They have sought greater cooperation with China, even as they try to
sustain cooperation with the United States. As China continues to rise and challenge the regional security order, the
contributors consider whether the region is destined to experience increased conflict and confrontation.ContributorsIan
Bowers, Norwegian Defence University College and Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies Daniel W. Drezner, Tufts
University, Brookings Institution, and Washington Post Taylor M. Fravel, Massachusetts Institute of Technology Bjørn
Elias Mikalsen Grønning, Norwegian Defence University College and Norwegian Institute for Defence Studies Chung-in
Moon, Yonsei University and Chairman, Presidential Committee on Northeast Asia Cooperation Initiative, Republic of
Korea James Reilly, University of Sydney Robert S. Ross, Boston College and Harvard University Randall L. Schweller,
The Ohio State University ystein Tunsjø, Norwegian Defence University College and the Norwegian Institute for Defence
Studies Wang Dong, Peking University
The global implications of China’s rise as a global actor In 2005, a senior official in the George W. Bush administration
expressed the hope that China would emerge as a “responsible stakeholder” on the world stage. A dozen years later,
the Trump administration dramatically shifted course, instead calling China a “strategic competitor” whose actions
routinely threaten U.S. interests. Both assessments reflected an underlying truth: China is no longer just a “rising”
power. It has emerged as a truly global actor, both economically and militarily. Every day its actions affect nearly every
region and every major issue, from climate change to trade, from conflict in troubled lands to competition over rules that
will govern the uses of emerging technologies. To better address the implications of China’s new status, both for
American policy and for the broader international order, Brookings scholars conducted research over the past two years,
culminating in a project: Global China: Assessing China’s Growing Role in the World. The project is intended to furnish
policy makers and the public with hard facts and deep insights for understanding China’s regional and global ambitions.
The initiative draws not only on Brookings’s deep bench of China and East Asia experts, but also on the tremendous
breadth of the institution’s security, strategy, regional studies, technological, and economic development experts. Areas
of focus include the evolution of China’s domestic institutions; great power relations; the emergence of critical
technologies; Asian security; China’s influence in key regions beyond Asia; and China’s impact on global governance
and norms. Global China: Assessing China’s Growing Role in the World provides the most current, broad-scope, and
fact-based assessment of the implications of China’s rise for the United States and the rest of the world.
Geopolitics is a crucial element in understanding international relations in East Asia, with major and medium powers
competing for influence. This book examines geopolitics in East Asia, focusing in particular on its major, contentious
maritime territorial disputes. It looks in particular detail at the overlapping claims between Japan, China and Taiwan over
the Senkaku/Diao yu Islands in the East China Sea as well as the Paracel Islands claimed by China, Taiwan, and
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Vietnam and the Spratly Islands involving Brunei, China, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam in the South
China Sea. The book offers a comparative study of the East and South China Seas by arguing that their respective
circumstances are influenced by similar geopolitical considerations; factors such as territory, natural resources and power
competition all impact on disputes and broader regional relations. It is precisely the interplay of these geopolitical forces
that can lead to the rapid escalation of a maritime territorial dispute or reversely to a diffusion of tensions. The book
considers how such disputes might be managed and resolved peacefully, despite the geopolitical conditions that can
make co-operation on these issues difficult to achieve. Ralf Emmers examines the prospect for conflict management and
resolution by identifying catalysts which may contribute to improving the climate of relations.
China’s rise and stepped-up involvement in Southeast Asia have prompted a blend of anticipation and unease among its
smaller neighbors. The stunning growth of China has yanked up the region’s economies, but its militarization of the
South China Sea and dam building on the Mekong River has nations wary about Beijing’s outsized ambitions. Southeast
Asians long felt relatively secure, relying on the United States as a security hedge, but that confidence began to slip after
the Trump administration launched a trade war with China and questioned the usefulness of traditional alliances. This
compelling book provides a snapshot of ten countries in Southeast Asia by exploring their diverse experiences with China
and how this impacts their perceptions of Beijing’s actions and its long-term political, economic, military, and “soft
power” goals in the region.
Over the past decade, the international political system has come to be characterized as a Great Power Competition in
which multiple would-be hegemons compete for power and influence. Instead of a global climate of unchallenged United
States dominance, revisionist powers, notably China and Russia alongside other regional powers, are vying for
dominance through political, military, and economic means. A critical battleground in the Great Powers Competition is the
Middle East, the Horn of Africa, and the Central Asia South Asia (CASA), also known as the Central Region. With the
planned withdrawal of U.S. military forces from Afghanistan, the U.S. has stated its intention of shifting attention away
from the CASA Region in favor of a more isolationist foreign policy approach. This book provides an in-depth
understanding of the implications for this shift related to regional diplomacy & politics, economic opportunities & rivalries,
security considerations & interests, and the information environment. Amplifying the vital importance of success in the
Central Region to U.S. prosperity and security, this volume advances dialogue in identifying key issues for stakeholders
within and beyond the Central Region to gain a holistic perspective that better informs decision-making at various levels.
This collection of work comes from scholars, strategic thinkers, and subject matter experts who participated in the Great
Power Competition Conference hosted by the University of South Florida, in partnership with the National Defense
University Near East South Asia Center for Strategic Strategies in January 2020.
"This book explains the development of the international system's present-day balance of power by exploring three
central questions: (1) under what conditions has the international system order evolved from a unipolar system to the
current multipolar system? 2) What are its major states? 3) How do weak powers affect great power competition? It puts
forward the following hypotheses: 1) if China and Russia are expanding their military, political and economic influence
into weaker states globally, then the unipolar American order is unraveling; and 2) if the international system is multipolar,
then great power balancing may enhance international security. However, balancing may be made difficult due to weak
state aid-seeking behavior. When weak states engage competing great powers, they become spheres of competition.
This book delves into these states. Whether in Africa, Latin America, the Middle East, Central Asia, East Asia or Eastern
Europe, great powers hope to establish some control over weaker units for security, economic and at times, prestige
purposes. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of political science and IR, security studies, and IPE, as
well as members of the think tank community and policy analysts"-In the last few decades, Southeast Asia has become generally more peaceful and more prosperous, with progress in
economic development, regional cooperation and integration. ASEAN in particular plays a leading role within and beyond
the region in promoting multilateral cooperation in both security and economic matters. All these developments progress
amid increasing hegemonic competition between the US and China for regional dominance in the Asia-Pacific region.
According to the realist viewpoint of international politics, Southeast Asian states can do nothing but choose sides at the
expense of international political autonomy in order to maintain their national interests. Tang argues, however, that in fact
there exists an opportunity for Southeast Asian states to simultaneously reinforce their military security, economic
development and international political autonomy in face of the US-China hegemonic competition. Drawing on the ideas
of power transition theory and recent works of capitalist peace, Tang argues that small states can exploit the competition
between great powers to make economic gains and ensure security while maintaining their autonomy. He outlines the
necessity of cooperation among these small states and of economic liberalization for the effectiveness of this reinforcing
dynamics, applying policy and econometric analyses to a wide range of qualitative and quantitative data.
In 40 years Japan has developed from a war-devastated and poverty stricken country into the second largest economy in
the world. This book analyzes how Japan attained its current financial and technological status and argues that Japan's
supremacy over world economies will expand further.
Southeast Asia has become a hotbed of strategic rivalry between China and the United States. China is asserting its
influence in the region through economic statecraft and far-reaching efforts to secure its sovereignty claims in the South
China Sea, while the United States has promoted a Free and Open Indo-Pacific strategy that explicitly challenges
China’s expanding influence—warning other countries that Beijing is practicing predatory economics and advancing
governance concepts associated with rising authoritarianism in the region. In this timely volume, leading experts from
Southeast Asia, Australia, and the United States assess these great power dynamics by examining the strategic
landscape, domestic governance trends, and economic challenges in Southeast Asia, with the latter focusing especially
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on infrastructure. Among other findings, the authors express concern that U.S. policy has become too concentrated on
defense and security, to the detriment of diplomacy and development, allowing China to fill the soft power vacuum and
capture the narrative through its signature Belt and Road Initiative. The COVID-19 pandemic has only increased the
policy challenges for Washington as China recovers faster from the outbreak, reinforcing its already advantaged
economic position and advancing its strategic goals as a result. As the Biden administration begins to formulate its
strategy for the region, it would do well to consider these findings and the related policy recommendations that appear in
this volume. Much is at stake for U.S. foreign policy and American interests. Southeast Asia includes two U.S.
allies—Thailand and the Philippines—important security partners like Singapore, and key emerging partners such as
Vietnam and Indonesia. Almost 42,000 U.S. companies export to the 10 countries that comprise the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), supporting about 600,000 jobs in the United States, but America’s economic
standing is increasingly at risk.
This book examines the nature and consequences of strategic competition between the US and China, which affects the
global security landscape and the emerging security architecture across the broader Asia-Pacific region. The author
illustrates the evolution of Sino-US security interactions from the anti-Soviet alliance, to temporary marginalization, to
eventual strategic competition and examines cases that could potentially escalate into greater conflicts. The analysis
offers tantalizing glimpses into both the dangers and promising opportunities presented by this strategic fork in the road,
making it of great interest to researchers and scholars in the fields of international relations and security studies.
China has been pursuing its national interests recently through the exercise of “soft power,” as it projects a
nonconfrontational face to the developing world. It is China's rapid economic expansion—and the country's need for
natural resources, export markets, and political influence—that has led it to step up its engagement with developing
countries in Southeast Asia, the Middle East, Africa, and Latin America.Extensive debate is ongoing in China regarding
the source of the country's soft power and its reasons for utilizing it. It currently lacks a coordinated national soft-power
strategy and views its soft power as defensive and largely reactive, a point of view intended to allay fears in other states
of a Chinese threat. In the United States, also, debate is taking place about whether China's soft-power projection
represents healthy competition or a strategic threat.Engaging China successfully on critical global issues such as climate
change, energy, and security requires an accurate assessment of Chinese policy, exigencies, and progress in these
issue areas. This new report from the CSIS Smart Power Initiative seeks to provide such an assessment, offering a
multifaceted view of China's use of smart power and its implications for the United States.
After the end of the Cold War, it seemed as if Southeast Asia would remain a geopolitically stable region within the
American-led order for the foreseeable future. In the last two decades, however, the re-emergence of China as a major
great power has called into question the geopolitical future of the region and raised the specter of renewed great power
competition. As the eminent China scholar David Shambaugh explains in Where Great Powers Meet, the United States
and China are engaged in a broad-gauged and global competition for power. While this competition ranges across the
entire world, it is centered in Asia. In this book, Shambaugh focuses on the critical sub-region of Southeast Asia. The
United States and China constantly vie for position and influence across this enormously significant area--and the
outcome of this contest will do much to determine whether Asia leaves the American orbit after seven decades and falls
into a new Chinese sphere of influence. Just as importantly, to the extent that there is a global "power transition"
occurring from the US to China, the fate of Southeast Asia will be a good indicator. Presently, both powers bring
important assets to bear in their competition. The United States continues to possess a depth and breadth of security
ties, soft power, and direct investment across the region that empirically outweigh China's. For its part, China has more
diplomatic influence, much greater trade, and geographic proximity. In assessing the likelihood of a regional power
transition, Shambaugh examines how ASEAN (the Association of Southeast Asian Nations) and its member states
maneuver and the degree to which they align with one or the other power.
This book examines the power transition between the US and China, and the implications for Europe and Asia in a new
era of uncertainty. The volume addresses the impact that the rise of China has on the United States, Europe,
transatlantic relations, and East Asia. China is seeking to use its enhanced power position to promote new ambitions; the
United States is adjusting to a new superpower rivalry; and the power shift from the West to the East is resulting in a
more peripheral role for Europe in world affairs. Featuring essays by prominent Chinese and international experts, the
book examines the US–China rivalry, the changing international system, grand strategies and geopolitics, foreign policy,
geo-economics and institutions, and military and technological developments. The chapters examine how strategic,
security, and military considerations in this triangular relationship are gradually undermining trade and economics,
reversing the era of globalization, and contributing to the breakdown of the US-led liberal order and institutions that will
be difficult to rebuild. The volume also examines whether the adversarial antagonism in US–China relations, the tension
in transatlantic ties, and the increasing rivalry in Europe–China relations are primarily resulting from leaders’ ambitions or
structural power shifts. This book will be of much interest to students of Asian security, US foreign policy, European
politics, and International Relations in general.
A timely look at the impact of China's booming emergence on the countries of Southeast Asia Today, Southeast Asia
stands uniquely exposed to the waxing power of the new China. Three of its nations border China and five are directly
impacted by its claims over the South China Sea. All dwell in the lengthening shadow of its influence: economic, political,
military, and cultural. As China seeks to restore its former status as Asia's preeminent power, the countries of Southeast
Asia face an increasingly stark choice: flourish within Beijing's orbit or languish outside of it. Meanwhile, as rival powers
including the United States take concerted action to curb Chinese ambitions, the region has emerged as an arena of
heated strategic competition. Drawing on more than a decade of on-the-ground experience, Sebastian Strangio explores
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the impacts of China's rise on Southeast Asia, the varied ways in which the countries of the region are responding, and
what it might mean for the future balance of power in the Indo-Pacific.
Two Asian powers compete for the goodwill of their neighbors
This book investigates whether a power shift has taken place in the Asia-Pacific region since the end of the Cold War. By systematically
examining the development of power dynamics in Asia-Pacific, it challenges the notion that a wealthier and militarily more powerful China is
automatically turning the regional tides in its favour. With a special emphasis on Sino-US competition, the book explores the alleged linkage
between the regional distribution of relevant material and immaterial capabilities, national power and the much-cited regional power shift. The
book presents a novel concept for measuring power in international relations by outlining a composite index on aggregated power (CIAP) that
includes 55 variables for 44 regional countries and covers a period of twenty years. Moreover, it develops a middle power theory that outlines
the significance of middle powers in times of major power shifts. By addressing political, military and economic cooperation via a structuredfocused comparison and by applying a comparative-historical analysis, the book analyses in depth the bilateral relations of six regional middle
powers to Washington and Beijing.
"Rivers of Iron tells the story of China's unfolding role in realizing the region-wide dream of building an intercountry railway system connecting
Southwest China and its seven Southeast Asian neighbors. This system is gradually taking shape with construction of Chinese-backed
projects underway in several Southeast Asian countries. Progress is being made. Nonetheless, while the PRC is strong, it is not a goliath
bestriding the world, even in this region where China looms over its small and medium-sized neighbors. This book illuminates the strengths
and weaknesses of China's demonstration of power during President Xi Jinping's self-styled "New Era" as well as the capacity of its smaller
neighbors to resist, shape, and at times even take advantage of China's actions. Utilizing frameworks from the fields of international relations
and comparative politics, this book seeks to explain how domestic politics in all eight of the involved nations affects their external behavior.
Finally, Rivers of Iron addresses a fundamental development issue in what is emerging globally as a new age of infrastructure--How should
we understand the role of infrastructure in development, and how do policy makers and analysts balance the long-term value and prospective
gains of investments with the sometimes huge short- and medium-term costs?"-In Power Competition in East Asia, Suisheng Zhao provides the first in-depth, comprehensive analysis of international relations in this part of
the world. With a focus on the political economy of the region and a special emphasis on security issues, Zhao provides a theoretical survey
of the trends in East Asian international relations throughout history. He investigates crucial events in the history of the area, from the decay
of the Chinese world order in the nineteenth century, to the vanishing of superpower rivalry and the emergence of a regional multipolarity in
the post-Cold War era. By viewing the region through such a historical sweep, Power Competition in East Asia serves as a systematic
resource for anyone interested in the evolution of power relations in one of the most dynamic areas in the world today.
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