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For courses in Asian Literature, World Literature, and Non-Western Literature. This
extraordinary anthology gathers together a broad selection of representative, authoritative
writingsspanning antiquity to the presentfrom the non-Western civilizations of Asia. It combines
extensive introductions, headnotes, and bibliographies with excellent literary translations of the
best contemporary and classical writers. The selections reflect literary, religious, and
philosophical traditions and revealdespite cultural differencesthe universality of life
experiences.
From handshakes and toasts to chant and genuflection, ritual pervades our social interactions
and religious practices. Still, few of us could identify all of our daily and festal ritual behaviors,
much less explain them to an outsider. Similarly, because of the variety of activities that qualify
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as ritual and their many contradictory yet, in many ways, equally legitimate interpretations,
ritual seems to elude any systematic historical and comparative scrutiny. In this book,
Catherine Bell offers a practical introduction to ritual practice and its study; she surveys the
most influential theories of religion and ritual, the major categories of ritual activity, and the key
debates that have shaped our understanding of ritualism. Bell refuses to nail down ritual with
any one definition or understanding. Instead, her purpose is to reveal how definitions emerge
and evolve and to help us become more familiar with the interplay of tradition, exigency, and
self-expression that goes into constructing this complex social medium.
Of the sixteen samskaras which encompass a Hindu life the last one is performed for the dead
by their sons or grandsons or relatives. Many passages in the Puranas and Dharmasastras
extol the role of the son in the life of devout Hindu. The present book deals with the rite of
Sraddha and vindicates the popular belief that Sraddha, being an important topic, forms an
integral part of Hindu Dharmasastra. The belief in the after-death survival of deceased
ancestors and their separate world belongs to the Indo-Iranian period and as such is preVedic. Ancestor-worship for one's prosperity, continuation of one's race, is as old as the
Rgveda. Contents Preface, Introduction, The Antyesti Samskara, Appendices, Glossary
An 'Arabian Nights' in reverse, enclosing a moral about international misconceptions and
delusions. This is the story of a student who returns to his village after his obsession with the
West had led him to London and the beds of women with similar obsessions about the
mysterious East.
The aristocrat who wrote this vigorous political play eschewed sentimentality in favor of
realistic characterization and forceful action. It is 316 BCE, one year after Chandra·gupta
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Maurya, aided by his subtle minister Chánakya, has seized the kingdom of Mágadha from the
last king of the Nanda dynasty. Rákshasa, Nanda’s incorruptible minister, flees abroad and
plots his vengeance, while Chánakya seeks to win him over to honor Chandra·gupta Maurya
as his new king. The aristocrat who wrote this vigorous political play eschewed sentimentality
in favor of realistic characterization and forceful action. It is 316 BCE, one year after
Chandra·gupta Maurya, aided by his subtle minister Chanákya, has seized the kingdom of
Mágadha from the last king of the Nanda dynasty. Rákshasa, Nanda's incorruptible minister,
flees abroad and plots his vengeance, while Chanákya seeks to win him over to honor
Chandra·gupta Maurya as his new king. Co-published by New York University Press and the
JJC Foundation For more on this title and other titles in the Clay Sanskrit series, please visit
http://www.claysanskritlibrary.org
Individuality is often viewed as an exclusively Western value. In non-Western societies,
collective identities seem to eclipse those of individuals. These generalities, however, have
overlooked the importance of personal uniqueness, volition, and achievement in these
cultures. As an anthropologist in Tamil Nadu, South India, Mattison Mines found private and
public expressions of self in all sectors of society. Based on his twenty-five years of field
research, Public Faces, Private Voices weaves together personal life stories, historical
description, and theoretical analysis to define individuality in South Asia and to distinguish it
from its Western counterpart. This engaging and controversial book will be of great interest to
scholars and students working in anthropology, psychology, sociology, South Asian history,
urban studies, and political science.
In this masterly analysis of the conflicts that haunt an astute politician amidst a crumbling
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empire, the playwright weaves his narrative from the intricate interplay of historical forces
leading to the War of Succession and the ideologies and delusions that either make or mar the
historical characters. In a decadent, bourgeois society, the opportunistic upper and military
classes make the most of the situation in seeking, retaining and augmenting their own powers.
Even the support of the two sisters Jahanara and Roshanara, each to her chosen brother, is
seen to be part of the larger scheme of intrigues rampant in the Mughal chambers and courts.
The historical matrix of the play provides a base for an exploration of the psyche of the
characters, where latent fears and worries come to the fore as the situation becomes grim.
Indira Parthasarthy is widely acknowledged as one of those who have revolutionized modern
Tamil drama. A creative writer, literary and cultural critic and historian, his best-known plays
are Aurangzeb, Pasi, Mazhai, Nandan Kathai and Raamaanujar. He was awarded the Sahitya
Akademi Award for the novel Kuruthi-p-punal (1977) which has been translated into all the
major Indian languages. T. Sriraman is Professor, Central Institute of English and Foreign
Languages, Hyderabad.

The Hindu Samskaras give expression to aspirations and ideals of the Hindus. They
aim at securing the welfare of the performer and developing his personality. They go
back to a hoary antiquity. The Vedas, the Brahmanas, the Grhyasutras, the
Dharmasutras, the Smrtis and other treatises describe the rites, ceremonies and
customs here and there but they do not present them in their historical evolution. The
present work is a systematic study of all the Samskaras enjoined to be performed at the
various epochs in the life of an individual from conception to crematorium. The author
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has cited parallels in other religions to show that they are universal and have a
recognised place in ancient cultures and are still represented within the limits of modern
religion. He has also shown that the sacramental beliefs and practices, far from being
an irrational priestcraft, are consistent and logical and have practical utility and
intention. This work discusses the source, meaning, number, purpose and the
constituents of Samskaras grouped under five heads: prenatal, natal, educational,
nuptial and funeral. Besides being a landmark in Hindu culture, it presents patterns of
life based on high ethical, spiritual and humanistic values.
A Collection Of Finely Crafted Stories That Challenge Our Political, Social And Cultural
Beliefs. One Of The Leading Exponents Of The Modernist School In Kannada And
Jnanpith Award Winner, U.R. Anantha Murthy Has Been A Writer For Nearly Five
Decades. This Excellent Anthology Brings Together Stories From His Five Collections.
Spanning Thirty-Five Years From 1955-89, They Represent His Journey From An
Angry Young Radical To An Intensely Humanist Conservative . 'Clip Joint Explores The
Conflict And Confluence Of Indian And Western Values Through An Encounter
Between An Indian Student In England And His English Classmate. Ghatashradhha Is
A Severe Indictment Of The Brahminical System Where A Priest Performs A Mock
Funeral For His Child-Widow Daughter, Yamunakka, Who Has Become Pregnant. The
Critique Of Unquestioning Belief In Tradition Is Pursued In Akkayya But Resolved With
A Touch Of Humour Through The Protagonist S Singular Life Story. In The Crowning
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Story, Stallion Of The Sun , Which Is Typical Of Anantha Murthy S Later, Self-Reflexive
Phase, The Dissonance Between Tradition And Modernity Settles In Favour Of Simple
Faith. The Seven Masterful Stories In This Collection, Many Of Which Have Been
Translated Into English For The First Time, Affirm Anantha Murthy As One Of India S
Foremost Fiction Writers.
Life of Pi is a masterful and utterly original novel that is at once the story of a young
castaway who faces immeasurable hardships on the high seas, and a meditation on
religion, faith, art and life that is as witty as it is profound. Using the threads of all of our
best stories, Yann Martel has woven a glorious spiritual adventure that makes us
question what it means to be alive, and to believe.
An astonishing adventure into the heart of one India's most controversial writers.
Annotation Fakir Mohan Senapati's Six Acres and a Third, originally published in 1901
as Chha Mana Atha, is a wry, powerful novel set in colonial India.
This innovative introductory textbook explores the central practices and beliefs of
Hinduism through contemporary, everyday practice. Introduces and contextualizes the
rituals, festivals and everyday lived experiences of Hinduism in text and images
Includes data from the author’s own extensive ethnographic fieldwork in central India
(Chhattisgarh), the Deccan Plateau (Hyderabad), and South India (Tirupati) Features
coverage of Hindu diasporas, including a study of the Hindu community in Atlanta,
Georgia Each chapter includes case study examples of specific topics related to the
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practice of Hinduism framed by introductory and contextual material
The primary epic of Tamil literature.
This classic anthology of translations has long been out of print. The poems come from
one of the earliest surviving texts of Tamil poetry, the Kuruntokai, an anthology of love
lyrics probably recorded during the first three centuries AD. Seventy-six of these
classical poems have here beengiven a modern language and form. In an effort at
fidelity to the effect of the images and their placement in the original, Ramanujan has
given a visual shape to the poems by typographic devices. An essay on Tamil poetry
explains its techniques and enriches the reader's pleasure in these quiet, controlled, yet
dramatic poems.
Novel about a decaying Brahmin colony in a South Indian village.
Born out of a meditation on the ideas of the nation state and nationalism, and what the
new power structures and centres mean for the very idea of India, Hindutva or Hind
Swaraj is a manifesto -- written in the form of aphorisms, using shifting tones and styles
to make a deep, elegant and heartfelt point about the human cost of radicalization. This
last work of Jnanpith award winner and pre-eminent writer U.R. Ananthamurthy is a
creative response to the rise of Hindutva nationalism in India. Juxtaposing V.D.
Savarkar's idea of Hindutva with M.K. Gandhi's concept of Hind Swaraj, the book
examines the two directions that were open to India at the time of Independence.
The greatest Indian epic, one of the world's supreme masterpieces of storytelling A
Page 7/20

Read Free Samskara A Rite For Dead Man Ur Ananthamurthy
Penguin Classic A sweeping tale of abduction, battle, and courtship played out in a
universe of deities and demons, The Ramayana is familiar to virtually every Indian.
Although the Sanskrit original was composed by Valmiki around the fourth century BC,
poets have produced countless versions in different languages. Here, drawing on the
work of an eleventh-century poet called Kamban, Narayan employs the skills of a
master novelist to re-create the excitement he found in the original. A luminous saga
made accessible to new generations of readers, The Ramayana can be enjoyed for its
spiritual wisdom, or as a thrilling tale of ancient conflict. For more than seventy years,
Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of
the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the
series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by
distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
Upanayana is one of the sixteen samskaras or purificatory rites in which a boy is
invested with the sacred thread and thus endowedwith second or spiritual birth and
qualified to learn the Veda by heart. In this ceremony the boy goes to an Acarya wellversed in the Vedas with a view to be initiated into Vedic studies or a Guru draws a boy
towards himself and initiates him into one of the three twice-born classes. From the day
the initiation ceremony takes place the young celibate commits himself to a life of
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austerity and abstinence; he chooses to lead a life rigorously disciplined by vows and
disciplinary rules.
This Is Both A Religious Novel-About A Decaying Brahmin Colony In A South Indian
Village-And A Contemporary Poetic Reworking Of Ancient Hindu Themes And Myths. A
Contemporary Classic, The Present English Translation Has Been Widely Acclaimed.
Tughlaq is a historical play in the manner of the nineteenth-century Parsee theatre. It
deals with the tumultous reign of the medieval Sultan, Muhammad Tuhlaq, a visionary,
a poet and one of the most gifted individuals to ascend the throne of Delhi who also
came to be considered one of themost spectacular failure in history.Hayavadana was
one of the first modern Indian plays to employ traditional theatre techniques. The
various conventions - music, mime, masks, the framing narrative, the mixing of human
and non-human worlds - are here used for a simultaneous presentation of alternative
points of view, for alternativeanalyses of human problem posed by a story from the
Kathasaritsagar.In Naga-Mandala, Karnad turns to oral tales, usually narrated by
women while feeding children in the kitchen. Two such tales are fused here. The first
one comments on the paradoxical nature of oral tales in general: they have an
existence of their own, independent of the teller, and yet live onlywhen they are passed
on from one to another. Ensconced within this is the story of a girl who makes up tales
in order to come to grips with her life.
The 1980 S And After Has Created A Typical Post-Modern Anxiety With The Advent Of
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Salman Rushdie As An Influential Diaspora Writer. This Book Is Conceptualized Around
A Series Of Topics Like Post-Modern Anxiety, Identity, Politics, National And SelfDefinition, The Problem Of Exile And Diaspora, And An Interest To Examine The Way
Indian English Literature Has Established Itself And Set Up As A Separate Discipline.
While The Bright And Brilliant Promises About Indian English Literature Rejuvenate Us,
Some Pertinent Questions Hang Above Us Related To Our Identity, Historiography And
The Political And National Affiliation Of A Writer. Does The Absence Of A National
Identity Affect The Tone Of A Creative Writer And The Mindset Of His Readers As
Well? Does The Post-Colonial Space Invite And Initiate The Indian English Writers And
The Diaspora Writers To Take Their Self And National Identity As The Metaphor Of
Their Creativity? How Do They Define And Justify Themselves? What Do They Mean
By Indianness, Nation And Narration, Women Issues, Subaltern Conditions, Nativism,
Post-Colonialism, Post-Modernism, And Essentialism? What Are Their Literary And
Extra-Literary Concerns? Do They Succeed In Giving A Clear Image To The
Indigenous Culture And The Narrative Traditions Of India? What Linguistic And Stylistic
Innovations Are Being Introduced By The Post-Colonial Writers? This Book Is A
Humble Attempt To Point Out Some Of These Issues By The Editor And The
Contributors.The Present Analytical Study Will Prove An Ideal Reference Book To
Students, Researchers And Teachers Of Indian English Literature.
`This second edition, which has also been edited by Samson Katz, utilizes around half
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of the original text, of which a significant portions has been revised and updated. The
remainder comprises new material reflecting both the changes in attitudes generally
towards death and dying, and also designed to meet the needs of students undertaking
the revised curriculum of the K260. This book will stimulate thinking and challenge the
personal views of both academics and those in practice. ...[A] valuable tool for both
those new to the area of palliative and cancer care and those experienced
professionals searching for a new angle on several key topics in relation to ethical
issues occurring in this speciality... [A]n excellent balance of theoretical contents and
moving prose... [T]his book is directed towards all professionals working in health and
social care. ...This book is a must for pre-registration students wishing to gain greater
understanding of the psychosocial issues faced by those with a terminal illness and
their significant others' - Nurse Education Today The fully revised and updated edition
of this bestselling collection combines academic research with professional and
personal reflections. Death, Dying and Bereavement addresses both the practical and
the more metaphysical aspects of death. Topics such as new methods of pain relief,
guidelines for breaking bad news, and current attitudes to euthanasia are considered,
while the mystery of death and its wider implications are also explored. A highly
distinctive interdisciplinary approach is adopted, including perspectives from literature,
theology, sociology and psychology. There are wide-ranging contributions from those
who come into professional contact with death and bereavement - doctors, nurses,
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social workers and councellors. In addition there are more intimate personal accounts
from carers and from bereaved people. Death, Dying and Bereavement is the Course
Reader for The Open University course Death and Dying, which is offered as part of
The Open University Dilpoma in Health and Social Welfare. Praise for the First Edition:
`The book does give a broad overview of many of the issues around death, dying and
bereavement. It raises the reader's awareness and encourages deeper investigation at
every level. It is easy to reda and therefore accessible to a wide audience' - Changes
`Provides a richly woven tapestry of personal, professional and literary accounts of
death, dying and bereavement' - Health Psychology Update `Offers a unique collection
of fascinating information, research, stories, poems and personal reflections. It is
unusual to experience such a diversity of writings in one book' - Nursing Times `It
brings together the knowledge and skills from a multi-occupational group and thereby
offers and opportunity, to whoever reads it, to enable better experiences for those who
are dying and bereaved' - Journal of Interprofessional Care `For those trying to help the
dying and bereaved, this volume will inspire and move you as much as it will inform and
guide your work' - Bereavement Care `Provides a unique overview, and in many areas,
penetrating insights into various aspects of death, dying and bereavement. One of it's
major strengths is that it brings together a wide and varied discourse on death across
cultures and through time' - British Journal of Sociology
Set in a decadent and narrow-minded brahmin colony in a fictitious south Indian village,
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Durvasapura, Samskara serves as an allegory of the clash between tradition and
modernity. Both a religious novel and a contemporary reworking of ancient Hindu
themes and myths, its central event is a death, which brings in its wake a plague, moral
chaos, and most significantly, a rebirth.
Perhaps the most significant work in caste literature since Premchand's Godan (1936),
Bharathipura reveals U.R. Ananthamurthy's lifelong preoccupation with moving beyond
caste and class interests in a modern society.
This work offers a study of the physical representations of God as the central feature of
Hinduism. Each of the essays explores a different topic of religion in India: bhakti,
popular village procession, puja rituals, spirit possession and guru cults.
SamskaraA Rite for a Dead ManDelhi : Oxford University Press
ONE OF THE NEW YORK TIMES CRITICS' TOP BOOKS OF 2017 ONE OF
VULTURE'S 100 BEST BOOKS OF THE 21ST CENTURY FINALIST FOR THE L.A.
TIMES BOOK PRIZE IN FICTION “A modern classic.” —The New York Times Book
Review A young man's close-knit family is nearly destitute when his uncle founds a
successful spice company, changing their fortunes overnight. As they move from a
cramped, ant-infested shack to a larger house on the other side of Bangalore, and try to
adjust to a new way of life, the family dynamic begins to shift. Allegiances realign;
marriages are arranged and begin to falter; and conflict brews ominously in the
background. Things become “ghachar ghochar”—a nonsense phrase uttered by one
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meaning something tangled beyond repair, a knot that can't be untied. Elegantly written
and punctuated by moments of unexpected warmth and humor, Ghachar Ghochar is a
quietly enthralling, deeply unsettling novel about the shifting meanings—and
consequences—of financial gain in contemporary India. “A classic tale of wealth and
moral ruin.” —The New Yorker “Ghachar Ghochar introduces us to a master.” —The
Paris Review Named a Best Book of the Year by the Guardian, Globe and Mail, and
Publishers Weekly Shortlisted for the ALTA National Translation Award in Prose
Longlisted for the International Dublin Literary Award
The entire village was in an uproar when the news spread that Laltu had beaten up
Yuvaraj. How dare a Dom boy thrash the gauntia’s nephew, a Teli? The Telis set out to
seek revenge by breaking Laltu’s limbs. Conscious of the plight of the Dalits and the
lower castes, and hoping to improve their lot, Laltu leads an uprising against the upper
castes. Does he succeed? Or is he silenced and crushed by caste power? Set in a
remote village in the Kalahandi district of Odisha, the story draws from the real, lived
experiences of the region’s Dalits. Bheda, the first Odia Dalit novel, is not only a
poignant tale of rebellion and betrayal, it is also a record of the caste atrocities and
cultural politics that have defined India.
The first Dalit autobiography to be published, Baluta caused a sensation when it first
appeared, in Marathi, in 1978. It quickly acquired the status of a classic of modern
Indian literature and was also a bestseller in Hindi and other major languages. This is
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the first time that it has been translated into English. Set in Mumbai and rural
Maharashtra of the 1940s and '50s, it describes in shocking detail the practice of
untouchability and caste violence. But it also speaks of the pride and courage of the
Dalit community that often fought back for dignity. Most unusually, Baluta is also a frank
account of the author's own failings and contradictions-his passions, prejudices and
betrayals-as also those of some leading lights of the Dalit movement. In addition, it is a
rare record of life in Maharashtra's villages and in the slums, chawls and gambling dens
of Mumbai.
Shortlisted for the 2021 International Booker Prize A fictional examination of the lives of
real-life scientists and thinkers whose discoveries resulted in moral consequences
beyond their imagining. When We Cease to Understand the World is a book about the
complicated links between scientific and mathematical discovery, madness, and
destruction. Fritz Haber, Alexander Grothendieck, Werner Heisenberg, Erwin
Schrödinger—these are some of luminaries into whose troubled lives Benjamín Labatut
thrusts the reader, showing us how they grappled with the most profound questions of
existence. They have strokes of unparalleled genius, alienate friends and lovers,
descend into isolation and insanity. Some of their discoveries reshape human life for
the better; others pave the way to chaos and unimaginable suffering. The lines are
never clear. At a breakneck pace and with a wealth of disturbing detail, Labatut uses
the imaginative resources of fiction to tell the stories of the scientists and
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mathematicians who expanded our notions of the possible.
Arun Kolatkar (1931-2004) was one of India's greatest modern poets. He wrote prolifically, in
both Marathi and English, publishing in magazines and anthologies from 1955, but did not
bring out a book of poems until he was 44. Jejuri (1976) won him the Commonwealth Poetry
Prize, and was later published in the US in the NYRB Classics series (2005). His third Marathi
publication, Bhijki Vahi, won a Sahitya Akademi Award in 2004. Always hesitant about
publishing his work, Kolatkar waited until 2004, when he knew he was dying from cancer,
before bringing out two further books, Kala Ghoda Poems and Sarpa Satra. A posthumous
selection, The Boatride and Other Poems (2008), edited by Arvind Krishna Mehrotra,
contained his previous uncollected English poems as well as translations of his Marathi poems;
among the book's surprises were his translations of bhakti poetry, song lyrics, and a long love
poem, the only one he wrote, cleverly disguised as light verse. This first Collected Poems in
English brings together work from all those volumes. Jejuri offers a rich description of India
while at the same time performing a complex act of devotion, discovering the divine trace in a
degenerate world. Salman Rushdie called it 'sprightly, clear-sighted, deeply felt...;a modern
classic'. For Arvind Krishna Mehrotra, it was 'among the finest single poems written in India in
the last forty years...;it surprises by revealing the familiar, the hidden that is always before us'.
Jeet Thayil attributed its popularity in India to 'the Kolatkarean voice: unhurried, lit with whimsy,
unpretentious even when making learned literary or mythological allusions. And whatever the
poet's eye alights on - particularly the odd, the misshapen, and the famished - receives the gift
of close attention.'
The Tamil Brahmans were a traditional, mainly rural, high-caste elite who have been
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transformed into a modern, urban, middle-class community since the late nineteenth century.
Many Tamil Brahmans today are in professional and managerial occupations, such as
engineering and information technology; most of them live in Chennai and other Tamilnadu
towns, but others have migrated to the rest of India and overseas. This book, which is mainly
based on the authors ethnographic research, describes and analyses this transformation. It is
also a study of how and why the Tamil Brahmans privileged status within a hierarchical society
has been perpetuated in the face of both a strong anti-Brahman movement in Tamilnadu, and
a series of wider social, cultural, economic, political, and ideological changes that might have
been expected to undermine their position completely. The major topics discussed include
Brahman rural society, urban migration and urban ways of life, education and employment, the
position of women, and religion and culture. The Tamil Brahmans class position, including the
internal division into the upper- and lower-middle classes, and the process of class
reproduction, are examined closely to analyze the congruence between Tamil Brahmanhood
and middle classness, which as comparison with other Brahman and non-Brahman groups
shows is highly unusual in contemporary India."
Shilappadikaram or the Ankle Bracelet is one of the five major epics of Tamil literature. It was
composed as a verse romance in Tamil by Ilango Adigal, a Jain prince who lived in the second
century ad and was one of the most renowned classical poets of ancient India.
Shilappadikaram is a tale of wonders and misfortunes, of hapless mortals and capricious
deities, of magic and heroism in a bright but also cruel world in which the law of karma rules
and where 'actions committed in past lives must always bear fruit'. Thus the peerless young
Kovalan will leave his loyal wife Kannaki for the courtesan Madhavi and though he returns to
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her, still meets his death because of her ill-omened ankle bracelet. It has been called an epic
and even a novel, but it is also a book of general education. Ilango packed his story with
information: history merging into myth, religious rites, caste customs, military lore, descriptions
of city or country life. And four cantos are little anthologies of the poetry of the period (seashore
and mountain songs, hunters' and milkmaids' songs), thereby giving us a vivid picture of early
Indian life in all its aspects.
A compelling tale of mystery, passion and spiritual exploration seventy-year-old Shastri; A
reciter of Harikatha, encounters an Ayyappa pilgrim on a train. Around the pilgrim's neck is a
Sri chakra amulet which looks like one that belonged to Saroja, Shastri's first wife. But Shastri
thought he had killed Saroja years before, believing she was pregnant by another man. If the
amulet is Saroja's, then she might have survived, and the pilgrim (Dinakar, a television star)
could be Shastri's son. A similar story is revealed when Dinakar visits his old friend Narayan:
either could be the father of Prasad, A young man destined for spiritual attainment. The
interwoven lives of three generations play out variations on the same themes. Whose son am
I? Whose father am I? Where are my roots? These mysteries of the past and present are
explored, but there are no clear answers. And while significant in daily being , such questions
lose urgency in the flux of becoming (Bhava means both being and becoming). So we are led
to consider that Samsara-the world of illusion and embodiment-may not be very different from
Sunya , the emptiness from which everything arises. At times a drama of cruelty and lust, at
times a lyrical meditation on love and transformation, Bhava is an exceptional novel by one of
India's most celebrated writers. Translated from the Kannada by Judith Kroll with the author.
A lone hunter, Vilie, sets out to find the river of his dreams: to wrest from its sleeping waters a
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stone that will give him untold power. It is a dangerous quest, for not only must he overcome
unquiet spirits, vengeful sorceresses and daemons of the forest, there are men – armed with
guns – on his trail. Easterine Kire’s novel transports the reader to the remote mountains of
Nagaland, a place alive with natural wonder and supernatural enchantment. As Vilie treks
through the forest on the trail of his dream, we are also swept along in this powerful narrative
and walk alongside him in a world where the spirits are every bit as real as men and women,
and where danger – or salvation – lies at every turn. Kire’s powerful narrative invites us into
the lives and hearts of the people of Nagaland: the rituals and beliefs, their reverence for the
land, their close-knit communities – the rhythms of a life lived in harmony with their natural
surroundings. It is against this spellbinding backdrop that Kire tells the story of a solitary man
driven by the mysterious pull of a dream, who must overcome weretigers and malignant widowspirits in the search for his heart’s desire. Published by Zubaan.
Ajji, can I have some water? ... Just a few drops will do, Ajji. With the searing sky above and
the blistering earth below, like cactus the people of this parched terrain are determined to stay
alive. Emaciated children scurry along, dejected farmers pawn their ploughs, weary women
sleep on empty stomachs.... Would those perishing now have died anyway? Or is hunger
calling them away prematurely? Filled with social concern, Satisha, the district commissioner,
wants to help the afflicted. But he is caught between the politicians who are unwilling to declare
the district drought-hit and the murky local realities where a religious outfit strives to protect
cows, the desperate youth hold a deity responsible for the failed rains and petty activists seek
to secure their own interests. Can the idealist Satisha win the game where corrupt politicians
are rolling the dice and stand by his conviction to help the afflicted? Written during the Indian
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Emergency, Bara depicts the tortuous realities of Indian democracy and captures the political
and moral dilemmas of the educated middle class.
Mukund Joshi is fourteen and newly in love. He attends the same private tuitions as his
classmate, Shirodkar, just for a glimpse of her, and follows her back home every day. Sadly,
she has not a clue that he is pining away for her, because in their society, boys and girls don't
interact freely, much less talk about love. When he's not negotiating the tricky alleys of love,
Mukund sits around the school field or loafs about town with his close friends, Surya, Chitre
and Phawdya, railing against the education system, and debating ideas such as discipline and
Bohemianism. Set in a small Maharashtrian town during the Emergency of 1975, Shala is a
heart-warming, nuanced novel about the adolescent struggles that are as tortuous in real time
as they are amusing in retrospect.
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