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How are human societies changing the global environment? Is sustainable development really
possible? Can environmental risks be avoided? Is our experience of nature changing? This
book shows how questions about the environment cannot be properly answered without taking
a sociological approach. It provides a comprehensive guide to the ways in which sociologists
have responded to the challenge of environmental issues as diverse as global warming, ozone
depletion, biodiversity loss and marine pollution. It also covers sociological ideas such as risk,
interpretations of nature, environmental realism, ecological modernization and globalization.
Environmentalism and green politics are also introduced. Unlike many other texts in the field,
the book takes a long-term view, locating environmental dilemmas within the context of social
development and globalization. The Environment: A Sociological Introduction is unique in
presenting environmental issues at an introductory level that assumes no specialist knowledge
on the part of readers. The book is written in a remarkably clear and accessible style, and uses
a rich range of empirical examples from across the globe to illustrate key debates. A carefully
assembled glossary and annotated further reading suggestions also help to bring ideas to life.
The book will be a valuable resource for students in a range of disciplines, including sociology,
geography and the environmental sciences, but also for anyone who wants to get to grips with
contemporary environmental debates.
2nd ed.
This volume examines how far agribusiness corporations are responding to the opportunities
and pressures resulting from emerging environmental awareness. In particular, in what ways
are they changing their R & D and business practices in order to develop new environmentally
oriented products, services and methods of production? And what can they change of their
own volition, and where is external direction a necessary condition of environmentally friendly
innovation? These questions are explored through investigations of particular biotech and
agribusiness companies -- including Monsanto, Ciba Geigy, Dole, and Chiquita -- and their
behavior in situations as diverse as California, Europe, Australia, Brazil, and Central America.
The volume explores how some have responded to environmental pressures by exploiting new
consumer-created markets; some changed their production practices in a sustainable way;
while others have complied with (or resisted) state environmental regulation, notably labelling
systems and certification. Each study explores how institutional, cultural, economic, political
and technological contexts shape the strategies of big business. Topics include 'green
bananas', genetically modified tomatoes and soy, the new markets in organic produce, health
and pesticides, and access to justice. The book explains why some corporations are
successful in introducing environmentally friendly innovations, and others are not. The key to
understanding contrasting outcomes is examining the interaction between internal corporate
environments where profit and efficiency considerations predominate, and external
environments where consumer preferences, NGO pressures and government regulation are
important. The book also explores possible new roles for the public sector. The result is a
sophisticated and critical analysis of business practices and regulatory systems in the agrofood sector.
The third edition of this best-selling textbook has been carefully revised to provide an up-todate, indispensable introduction to the sociology of work. It not only includes clear explanations
of classic theories and evidence, but also covers the most cutting-edge research, data, and
debates. In addition to being revised throughout, the book contains substantive new sections
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on globalisation, including global branding and slave labour, and a new chapter on the myths
and realities of modern employment. Chapter-by-chapter, Keith Grint examines different
sociological approaches to work, emphasising the links between social processes, the
institutions of employment, and their social and domestic contexts. His use of an international
range of empirical evidence helps to make his account especially accessible to undergraduate
readers. The book has been specially designed to support students' understanding, and to
develop their critical responses to the literature. Written in a lively and accessible style, it
provides student-friendly chapter summaries, suggestions for further reading, a glossary and
practice essay questions. This third edition will be essential reading for students of the
sociology of work, industrial sociology, organisational behaviour and industrial relations.
Students studying business and management courses with a sociological component will also
find the book invaluable.
Palgrave Advances in International Environmental Politics provides a state of the art review of
the major theoretical approaches and substantive debates of the field. The first section reviews
the historical development of international environmental politics as well as the theoretical and
methodological approaches used in its study. The following chapters each review the trajectory
of a key research area within international environmental politics and elaborate on current
approaches and debates. Case studies in each chapter illuminate the main theoretical
questions that emerge from the review.
This text presents a holistic and multi-level analysis of globalization, connecting the economic
to the political and cultural, joining agents and multiple structures, and interrelating different
local, regional and global arenas.
What are the moral codes and normative principles inscribed in globalization? How do diverse
communities optimize their positions, and try to capture these processes? What are the
foremost cultural and political attempts to govern the market? What are the social and ethical
limits to a framework based on deregulation, privitization and liberalization? These related
themes reveal how issues such as religion, private capital flows, poverty, the state and
democracy, transnational class structures, disruptions in culture and new patterns in the use of
language are part of the globalization process. Empirically, the research derives from data from
fieldwork within and outside Southeast Asia, with a common reference point based on research
in Malaysia. Following the trauma of the late 1990s - with environmental abuses in Southeast
Asia, transnational turmoil in currency trading and the meltdown of stock markets - this book
seeks to understand how, and to what extent, communities can reclaim political and social
control over the dynamics of globalization. This highly original contribution to the globalization
debate will be invaluable to researchers in a number of disciplines including political science,
anthropology, history, economics, Asian Studies and sociology.
The revolutionary progress achieved in information and communication technology is gradually
transforming the world into a global village. This volume, edited by an eminent board of
international specialists, evaluates the nature and resilience of the emerging global economy
and its implications for tourism.
Environmental justice is one of the most controversial and important issues in contemporary
social science. Volume 8 of the Energy and Environmental Policy series challenges our
understanding of environmental justice in a global context. It includes theoretical investigations
and case studies by leading authors in the field. Global forces of technology and the
development of global markets are transforming social life and the natural order. These
changes require a critical examination of nature-society relations. Increasingly, modernization
assigns the risks of modernity to those with the least power and greatest vulnerability to
environmental harm. Conventional environmentalism, which focuses on critique of the effects
of humanity against nature, is inadequate to the challenges of globalization. In particular, it fails
to explain sources of persistent patterns of social injustice that accompany escalating
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environmental exploitation. As the capacity for environmental destruction expands, broader
concerns about environmental injustice have come to the fore, including awareness of threats
to whole cultures, ways of life, and entire ecologies. The volume's authors consider the links
between expanded patterns of environmental injustice and the structures and forces underlying
and shaping the international political economy. Environmental injustice is examined across a
variety of cultures in the developed and developing world. Through case studies of climate
colonialism, revolutionary ecology, and environmental commodification, the global and local
dimensions of the problem are presented.The latest volume in this important series
demonstrates that environmental justice cannot be reduced to simple parables of indifference,
prejudice, or appropriation. It forges understanding of environmental injustice as a
development of international political economy itself. Likewise, initiatives on behalf of
environmental justice are seen as elements of broader movements to secure selfdetermination in a globalizing world. This book will be of interest to policymakers, energy and
environmental experts, and all those interested in the environment and environmental law. It
provides new perspectives on the place of environmental justice in international political and
economic conflict.
Sociology, Environmentalism, GlobalizationReinventing the GlobeSAGE
First Published in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Over the past 40 years, countries throughout the world have similarly adopted human rights
related to environmental governance and protection in national constitutions. Interestingly,
these countries vary widely in terms of geography, politics, history, resources, and wealth. This
raises the question: why do some countries have constitutional environmental rights while
others do not? Bringing together theory from law, political science, and sociology, a global
statistical analysis, and a comparative study of constitutional design in South Asia, Gellers
presents a comprehensive response to this important question. Moving beyond normative
debates and anecdotal developments in case law, as well as efforts to describe and categorize
such rights around the world, this book provides a systematic analysis of the expansion of
environmental rights using social science methods and theory. The resulting theoretical
framework and empirical evidence offer new insights into how domestic and international
factors interact during the constitution drafting process to produce new law that is both locally
relevant and globally resonant. Scholars, practitioners, and students of law, political science,
and sociology interested in understanding how institutions cope with complex problems like
environmental degradation and human rights violations will find this book to be essential
reading.
Globalization is often discussed in terms of its ecological ramifications. Yet, while ecological
imbalance is today one of the greatest threats to mankind, globalization is also a reality that is
here to stay. The volume, therefore, seeks to address how globalizing and environmental
interests can be reconciled. The essays in this volume state that globalization can work both in
favour of and against the environment. The major issues discussed in this topical volume are,
how globalization can be used to promote environmental reforms; the role of individuals,
private organizations and governments in keeping environmental degradation in check and in
promoting environmental reform; globalization and ecological inequality; women, the
environment and globalization; changing nature of environmental movements; overpopulation
and the ecology; the relation between the ecology and the economy; and the effects of global
climate changes.
Acclaim for the first edition: 'The scope of the volume is vast and, overall, the Handbook
amounts to an almost encyclopaedic reference text for scholars of environmental questions
across the social sciences, be they in sociology, geography, political science or wherever.' –
Neil Ward, Environmental Politics 'Each author writes with a distinctive style, yet the work flows
well because the editors selected recognized scholars with outstanding credentials. Academic
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libraries, especially those serving a strong social science community, will find this work a
worthwhile addition. Professors of sociology and environmental studies could use the essays
for additional readings and reviews.' – Marjorie H. Jones, American Reference Books 'This
International Handbook is an important addition to the growing concern and publication in the
field of environmental sociology. Certainly any serious scholar in the field should find this
edited reference work of interest. . .' – John J. Hartman, International Social Science Review
This thoroughly revised Handbook provides an assessment of the scope and content of
environmental sociology, and sets out the intellectual and practical challenges posed by the
urgent need for policy and action to address accelerating environmental change. More than a
decade has passed since the first edition of the Handbook was published to considerable
acclaim, and environmental sociology has since become firmly established as a critical social
science discipline. This second edition is a major interdisciplinary reference work comprising
more than 25 original essays authored by leading scholars, many of whom are intimately
involved in national, regional or global environmental policy processes. It marks some of the
changes and continuities in the field of environmental sociology, and highlights today's
substantive concerns and theoretical debates. The Handbook is divided into three parts
covering concepts and theories, critical issues and international perspectives, each with an
introduction outlining the content of the constituent chapters and cross-referencing some of the
more significant themes that link them together. Authoritative and comprehensive, this
Handbook will prove to be essential reading for academics, researchers and students across
the social sciences who are interested in the environment. It will also be enthusiastically
received by sustainable development policy-makers and practitioners.
Providing an authoritative guide to theory and method, the key sub-disciplines and the primary
debates in contemporary sociology, this work brings together the leading authors to reflect on
the condition of the discipline.
As a whole, the book is a useful compilation of rigorous academics papers. The contributions
by the editor have woven these into an organic whole, rather than being a conglomerate of
uncorrelated works on a common theme' "- K B S Sidhu, The Tribune " This text provides a
comprehensive introduction to the concept of globalization and its challenge to the
contemporary study of development. Part I introduces the theoretical issues and debates
surrounding globalization, illustrates the often contested nature of the concept, and considers
the implications for the future of development studies. Part II reviews more specific theory and
policy implications by assessing the impact of globalization to a number of key areas of study
in development studies. These include the environment, gender, human rights, multinationals,
and urban development. An essential underlying theme to the book is whether a seeming
transition from development studies to global studies is offering anything new and fruitful for
our future understanding and study of development.
This authoritative book brings together the sociologies of globalization and the environment in
one volume. Steven Yearley argues that environmental issues have received scant attention in
the general debate on globalization even though environmentalists have been very successful
in capturing the language and imagery of the globe.
Judith A. Cherni presents a critical text of interdisciplinary research and a theoretical argued
case for analyzing a physical/social problem with a political economic approach. The author
identifies the convergence of global economic growth trends and the localization of
environmental and health risks. Backed by scientific findings, she challenges the exclusive use
of the natural sciences for explanation. Drawing also on participatory knowledge of local
residents, she uses an original database of a large household survey in Houston, US.
Papers presented at various seminars; chiefly on Kolhapur District of Maharashtra, India.
Technology and travel have connected the world like never before, making it easier than ever
to trade goods and culture across borders. But with the ease of trade has come questions
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about how best to use this increased connection, and how all parties can benefit while
protecting the world's most vulnerable workers. This book will introduce students to the debate
surrounding free trade and globalization to help them understand the nature of international
commerce, cultural exchanges brought on through trade, and how the international economy is
evolving.
Sociological Perspectives on Sport: The Games Outside the Games seeks not only to inform
students about the sports world but also to offer them analytical skills and the application of
theoretical perspectives that deepen their awareness and understanding of social processes
linking sports to the larger social world. With six original framing essays linking sport to a
variety of topics, including race, class, gender, media, politics, deviance, and globalization, and
37 reprinted articles, this text/reader sets a new standard for excellence in teaching sports and
society.
This book examines the need for co-operation between Europe and Asia, particularly in view of
China's accession to the WTO. It looks at the cultural implications for closer cooperation
between the two parts of the world, exploring corporate culture and leadership in integration
management through mergers and acquisitions. It then goes onto discuss whether the world is
big enough for several cultures or whether further integration will result in homogenisation. The
authors are leading researchers in the field of economic and cultural co-operation.
This unique work opens a field of inquiry around place-based critiques of global capital as it
focuses on the interactions between local issues and international financial flows. Framing their
discussions around the concept of place-based imagination, the contributors examine such
cases as indigenous movements against land degradation, ethnic pluralism and union
organizing, ethnic diversity and the challenges of state and capital to cultural identity, and
women's networks through non-governmental organizations. This ambitious study will be an
invaluable resource and launching point for scholars and students in ethnic and identity studies
and will interest all readers exploring the production of place and identification.
This fully revised and updated textbook focuses on the major topics of globalization today.
These include the impact of migration, relations between the northern and southern
hemispheres, how gender and power plays into the globalization process, and the politics and
economics of freedom of movement in the world. Two new chapters on the impact of
technology on global communications and the effect of the emerging economies of India and
China bring the book fully up to date. Further current issues such as the debate concerning
environmental security, natural disasters, the broad spectrum between women's empowering
impact in the marketplace and the continued exploitation of women in the sex and service
trade are also examined. Eleanor Kofman and Gillian Youngs have edited an excellent and
comprehensive collection essential for both undergraduate and graduate students trying to
gain an understanding of theories and practices driving globalization as we enter into the
twenty-first century.

This book focuses on changes in environmental and economic policies in six
developing countries. It shows how domestic politics interact with international actors
such as multilateral institutions. It offers lively accounts of the behaviour of political
actors, interest groups and the civil society, in particular environmentalists. It shows
how ideas such as those of neoliberal economics affect policymaking, in particular
during or after crisis, but also how social protest and demands for sustainable
development are mobilized.
There is a broad consensus that climate change presents the international community
with a formidable challenge. Yet progress on all fronts-prevention, mitigation, and
adaptation-has been slow. Ved P. Nanda finds an explanation for this disparity in the
sharp divide between the developed and developing countries. Developing countries
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demand that major industrialized nations provide the necessary resources and
technology to address climate change, while many developed countries seek firm
commitments and timetables on action from the developing countries. The result is a
stalemate. Climate Change and Environmental Ethics contains first-rate research and
thinking from scholars from multiple disciplines-ethics, ecology, philosophy, economics,
political science, history, and international law. What distinguishes this volume from
recent work on climate change are two of its special features. One is the multidisciplinary backgrounds of the scholars, their stellar experiences, and the wisdom with
which they express not simply their philosophy and theory but also their suggestions for
concrete, specific action in practical terms. The second is the special niche this volume
fills in its overarching theme of the need for a renewed environmental ethic that can
bring together these disparate but interconnected views. This volume explores
alternative ways of conceiving our relation to the natural world. A spirit of international
cooperation and collaboration is needed to meet the challenge. The reader is
complelled to think anew about our understanding of the scientific and technical issues,
as well as our values and ethical responsibilities regarding climate change.
"A monumental and timely contribution to scholarship on society and environments.
The handbook makes it easy and compelling for anyone to learn about that scholarship
in its full manifestations and as represented by some of the most highly respected
researchers and thinkers in the English-speaking world. It is wide-reaching in scope
and far-reaching in its implications for public and private action, a definite must for
serious researchers and their libraries." - Bonnie J McCay, Rutgers University "This is
the desert island book for anyone interested in the relationship between society and the
environment. The editors have assembled a masterful collection of contributions on
every conceivable dimension of environmental thinking in the social sciences and
humanities. No library should be without it!' - Robyn Eckersley, University of Melbourne
The SAGE Handbook of Environment and Society focuses on the interactions between
people, societies and economies, and the state of nature and the environment.
Editorially integrated but written from multi-disciplinary perspectives, it is organised in
seven sections: Environmental thought: past and present Valuing the environment
Knowledges and knowing Political economy of environmental change Environmental
technologies Redesigning natures Institutions and policies for influencing the
environment Key themes include: locations where the environment-society relation is
most acute: where, for example, there are few natural resources or where
industrialization is unregulated; the discussion of these issues at different scales: local,
regional, national, and global; the cost of damage to resources; and the relation
between principal actors in the environment-society nexus. Aimed at an international
audience of academics, research students, researchers, practitioners and policy
makers, The SAGE Handbook of Environment and Society presents readers in social
science and natural science with a manual of the past, present and future of
environment-society links.
There is a broad consensus that climate change presents the international community
with a formidable challenge. Yet progress on all fronts—prevention, mitigation, and
adaptation—has been slow. Ved P. Nanda finds an explanation for this disparity in the
sharp divide between the developed and developing countries. Developing countries
demand that major industrialized nations provide the necessary resources and
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technology to address climate change, while many developed countries seek firm
commitments and timetables on action from the developing countries. The result is a
stalemate. Climate Change and Environmental Ethics contains first-rate research and
thinking from scholars from multiple disciplines—ethics, ecology, philosophy, economics,
political science, history, and international law. What distinguishes this volume from
recent work on climate change are two of its special features. One is the multidisciplinary backgrounds of the scholars, their stellar experiences, and the wisdom with
which they express not simply their philosophy and theory but also their suggestions for
concrete, specific action in practical terms. The second is the special niche this volume
fills in its overarching theme of the need for a renewed environmental ethic that can
bring together these disparate but interconnected views. This volume explores
alternative ways of conceiving our relation to the natural world. A spirit of international
cooperation and collaboration is needed to meet the challenge. The reader is
compelled to think anew about our understanding of the scientific and technical issues,
as well as our values and ethical responsibilities regarding climate change.
Previously published as a special issue of Globalizations, this collection of essays
addresses what is arguably the most pressing and urgent issue of our day - the
continuing development of global environmental crises and the need for new and urgent
responses to them by the world community. The contributors include social scientists,
environmental historians, anthropologists, and science policy researchers, and together
they give an overview of the history of the globalization of environmental crisis over the
past several decades, both in terms of the science of measurement and the types of
policy and public responses that have emerged to date. The specific issue areas
addressed in the book cover a wide range of topics, including international
environmental governance, North-South inequalities, climate change, global warming,
tropical forests, air pollution, economic and paradigm shifts, sustainability, indigenous
peoples and eco-conservation, EU environmental policy, the United States and
politicized climate science, and more. The Globalization of Environmental Crisis will be
of particular interest to all those concerned with the on-going debate over the state of
the global environment and what to do about it.
Lays the foundations for a new conceptualization of global environmental governance
that draws on the flow perspective found in recent work in sociology.
Environmental justice is one of the most controversial and important issues in
contemporary social science. Volume 8 of the Energy and Environmental Policy series
challenges our understanding of environmental justice in a global context. It includes
theoretical investigations and case studies by leading authors in the field. Global forces
of technology and the development of global markets are transforming social life and
the natural order. These changes require a critical examination of nature-society
relations. Increasingly, modernization assigns the risks of modernity to those with the
least power and greatest vulnerability to environmental harm. Conventional
environmentalism, which focuses on critique of the effects of humanity against nature,
is inadequate to the challenges of globalization. In particular, it fails to explain sources
of persistent patterns of social injustice that accompany escalating environmental
exploitation. As the capacity for environmental destruction expands, broader concerns
about environmental injustice have come to the fore, including awareness of threats to
whole cultures, ways of life, and entire ecologies. The volume's authors consider the
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links between expanded patterns of environmental injustice and the structures and
forces underlying and shaping the international political economy. Environmental
injustice is examined across a variety of cultures in the developed and developing
world. Through case studies of climate colonialism, revolutionary ecology, and
environmental commodification, the global and local dimensions of the problem are
presented. The latest volume in this important series demonstrates that environmental
justice cannot be reduced to simple parables of indifference, prejudice, or appropriation.
It forges understanding of environmental injustice as a development of international
political economy itself. Likewise, initiatives on behalf of environmental justice are seen
as elements of broader movements to secure self-determination in a globalizing world.
This book will be of interest to policymakers, energy and environmental experts, and all
those interested in the environment and environmental law. It provides new
perspectives on the place of environmental justice in international political and
economic conflict. John Byrne is director of the Center for Energy and Environmental
Policy, University of Delaware. Leigh Glover is a research fellow at the same Center.
Cecilia Martinez is a professor of ethnic studies at the Metropolitan State University
(Minnesota) and a research associate of the American Indian Research and Policy
Institute.
An introduction to the sociological study of the environment. It emphasises the ways in
which our conceptualisation of the relationships between environments and human
societies differ historically and cross-culturally.

There has been an explosion in the literature and research on environmental and
resource economics in recent years. This major annual publication provides a
cutting-edge survey of current research by the leading experts in the field.
This fully updated and expanded textbook looks at issues including climate
change, sustainable development and biodiversity preservation, and sensitively
addresses global developments such as the Summits at Durban on climate and
at Nagoya on biodiversity.
'Sociology' is relevant to current teaching and courses dealing with sociology as a
living subject and incorporating the classic traditions of the discipline. This new
edition has been updated with a range of new case studies and additional
chapters.
Transnational Environmental Policy analyses a surprising success story in the
field of international environmental policy making: the threat to the ozone layer
posed by industrial chemicals, and how it has been averted. The book also raises
the more general question about the problem-solving capacities of industrialised
countries and the world society as a whole. Reiner Grundmann investigates the
regulations which have been put in place at an international level, and how the
process evolved over twenty years in the US and Germany.
Environmental decision-making in recent decades has become increasingly
dependent on scientific expertise. Grounded in universal principles of knowledge,
these expert evaluations often depart from the assessments of ordinary members
of the public. Whether the issue is nuclear power, genetic testing, food safety, or
biodiversity, conservation lay people are increasingly charging experts with being
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ignorant of local contextual considerations. Scientists, as well as many policymakers, in turn contend that the public is hopelessly irrational in gauging
environmental risks. A growing group of social theorists has begun to take a keen
interest in these disputes because risk captures central themes of late modernity.
Increasing individualization, emerging new social movements, and declining
public trust in key institutions are notions that loom large in these debates.
Highlighting both theoretical and empirical perspectives, this volume brings
together a distinguished group of environmental sociologists who critique and
extend current thinking on what it means to live in a 'risk society'.
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