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American power today is without historical precedent, dominating the world system. No other
nation has enjoyed such formidable advantages in military, economic, technological, cultural,
and political capabilities. How stable is this unipolar American order? Will the age-old dynamic
of the balance of power reemerge as the other great powers rise up to challenge American
preeminence? America Unrivaled examines these questions. The experts in this volume
contend that full-scale balancing in this new world order has not yet occurred. They ask if a
backlash against American dominance is just around the corner, or if characteristics of the
current situation alter or eliminate the entire logic of power balancing.American power poses
threats, as do the likely responses to that power, the experts argue in America Unrivaled. The
definition of these threats is critical to understanding future political trends and learning
whether an original (and stable) world system has already come into existence. Most of the
contributors agree that novel features of the American hegemony and the wider global order
make an automatic return to a traditional balance of power order unlikely.
Balance of Power and Norm Hierarchy: Franco-British Diplomacy after the Peace of Utrecht
offers a detailed study of practical legal argumentation in French and British diplomacy in the
age of ‘Walpole and Fleury’.
First Published in 2004. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Reveals the multiple independent political tactics and strategies that African Americans have
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used to expand democracy and uphold civil and political rights since the founding of the nation.
This new edition of Ali’s groundbreaking narrative includes an epilogue by independent
political analyst and leader Jacqueline Salit. New material addresses the historic presidencies
of both Barack Obama and Donald Trump, as well as the rising tide of independent and antiparty sentiments.
Securitizing Balance of Power Theory: A Polymorphic Reconceptualization by Ilai Z. Saltzman
presents a cutting-edge attempt to re-conceptualize one of the fundamental concepts of
International Relations theory—balance of power theory—by examining insights from historical
analysis of interwar and post-Cold War cases.
When a famous Federation scientist dies, his son puts his inventions up for sale to the highest
bidder, be they Federation, Klingon, Romulan, or Cardassian. Among the items at auction is a
photon pulse canon capable of punching through a starship's shields with a single shot.
Meanwhile, Wesley Crusher is kidnapped from the Academy by renegade Ferengi who have
set their sights on the photon canon as well, and Captain Picard must outmaneuver enemies
on every side to save Wesley and protect the EnterpriseTM from the deadly fire of the new
canon.
The balance of power has been a central concept in the theory and practice of international
relations for the past five hundred years. It has also played a key role in some of the most
important attempts to develop a theory of international politics in the contemporary study of
international relations. In this 2007 book, Richard Little establishes a framework that treats the
balance of power as a metaphor, a myth and a model. He then uses this framework to
reassess four major texts that use the balance of power to promote a theoretical understanding
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of international relations: Hans J. Morgenthau's Politics Among Nations (1948), Hedley Bull's
The Anarchical Society (1977), Kenneth N. Waltz's Theory of International Politics (1979) and
John J. Mearsheimer's The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (2001). These reassessments
allow the author to develop a more comprehensive model of the balance of power.
Emmers questions the dichotomy implicit in this interpretation and investigates what role the
balance of power really plays in such cooperative security arrangements and in the
calculations of the participants of ASEAN and the ARF. He offers a thorough analysis of the
influence the balance of power has had on the formation and evolution of the ASEAN and ARF
and reveals the co-existence and inter-relationship between both approaches within the two
institutions. The book contains case studies of Brunei's motives in joining the ASEAN in 1984;
ASEAN's response to the Third Indochina Conflict; the workings of the ARF since 1994 and
ASEAN's involvement in the South China Sea dispute. It will interest students and researchers
of the ASEAN and ARF, the international politics of Southeast Asia, Regionalism and the
Balance of Power theory.
Following Bull's structure, it considers key concepts, major institutions and alternative
approaches to order, and reasserts the enduring insight of Bull's work, whilst responding to
major developments in the theory and practice in international relations.
Based on lectures delivered at the Royal United Services Institute for Defence Studies.
Patterson's landmark "New York Times" bestselling novel cuts into the heart of politics, law,
and the tragedy of gun violence. "A masterpiece . . . . From the first page, President Kilcannon
faces plot twists that challenge his resourcefulness and moral character."--"The Tulsa World."
Richard North Patterson’s masterful portrayals of law and politics at the apex of power have
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made him one of our most important writers of popular fiction. Combining a compelling
narrative, exhaustive research, and a sophisticated grasp of contemporary society, his
bestselling novels bring explosive social problems to vivid life through characters who are
richly imagined and intensely real. Now in Balance of Power Patterson confronts one of
America’s most inflammatory issues–the terrible toll of gun violence. President Kerry
Kilcannon and his fiancée, television journalist Lara Costello, have at last decided to marry. But
their wedding is followed by a massacre of innocents in a lethal burst of gunfire, challenging
their marriage and his presidency in ways so shattering and indelibly personal that Kilcannon
vows to eradicate gun violence and crush the most powerful lobby in Washington–the Sons of
the Second Amendment (SSA). Allied with the President’s most determined rival, the
resourceful and relentless Senate Majority Leader Frank Fasano, the SSA declares all-out war
on Kerry Kilcannon, deploying its arsenal of money, intimidation, and secret dealings to
eviscerate Kilcannon’s crusade–and, it hopes, destroy his presidency. This ignites a highstakes game of politics and legal maneuvering in the Senate, the courtroom, and across the
country, which the charismatic but untested young President is determined to win at any cost.
But in the incendiary clash over gun violence and gun rights, the cost to both Kilcannons may
be even higher than he imagined. And others in the crossfire may also pay the price: the
idealistic lawyer who has taken on the gun industry; the embattled CEO of America’s leading
gun maker; the war-hero senator caught between conflicting ambitions; the female senator
whose career is at risk; and the grief-stricken young woman fighting to emerge from the
shadow of her sister, the First Lady. The insidious ways money corrodes democracy and
corrupts elected officials . . . the visceral debate between gun-rights and gun-control advocates
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. . . the bitter legal conflict between gun companies and the victims of gun violence . . . a
ratings-driven media that both manipulates and is manipulated–Richard North Patterson
weaves these engrossing themes into an epic novel that moves us with its force, passion, and
authority.
A history of how African Americans have created independent and third-party movements to
expand democracy.
How do we understand the evolution of central-local relations in China during the reform
period? This book addresses this question by focusing on eight separate issues in which the
central-local relationship has been especially salient – government finance, investment control,
regional development, administrative zoning, implementation, culture, social welfare and
international relations. Each chapter introduces a sector and the way the center and various
local governments have shared or divided power over the different periods of China’s reform
era. The balance of power is gauged dynamically over time to measure the extent to which one
level of government dominates, influences or shares power in making decisions in each of
these particular domains, as well as what is likely to occur in the foreseeable future. The
authors assess the winners and losers of these changes among key actors in China’s society.
The result provides a dynamic view of China’s changing power relations.
One of the fundamental issues of international relations concerns whether, and under what
conditions, stability prevails in anarchic systems, these being systems in which all authority
and institutional restraints to action are wholly endogenous. This book uses the tools of game
theory to develop a comprehensive theory of such systems and details both necessary and
sufficient conditions for stability. The authors first define two forms of stability: system and
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resource stability. International political systems are said to be stable when no state confronts
the possibility of a loss of sovereignty. Resource stability, in contrast, requires that the current
distribution of wealth and power among states can change only due to differences in the vitality
of economies. The theory developed in this book refines the classic balance-of-power theory
and formally incorporates into that theory the consideration of endogenous resource growth,
preventive war, war costs and the imperatives of geography, revealing a fundamental conflict
between the concepts of 'balancers' and 'central powers'.
Seminar paper from the year 2008 in the subject Politics - International Politics - Topic:
International Organisations, grade: 1,7, University of Tubingen, course: Hauptseminar: Peace
Settlements and Institutions, language: English, abstract: In this paper at hand, I assume that
every peace settlement presents either a new regulation of an international system or a kind of
fundamental change in international understanding of legitimacy and legality. The "system
concept" implies that there must be some interconnectedness between the component parts
(such as states, communities etc). An entity, which is totally disconnected, cannot be a part of
a system. Moreover, the concept of system implies some degree of regularity in relationships.
According to Luard, "where the behaviour is entirely unpredictable, arbitrary and wayward, no
system of relations can be said to exist." (Luard 1992: 11) Luard's assumption is "in a system,
behaviour must be sufficiently consistent and regular that, over the long term, a recognisable
pattern results" (Luard 1992: 12) that it appears systematic. If a system existed, it must be
demonstrated by deeds as well as words. Therefore, the preoccupation of this paper is defining
the theory and than combining the theory with a historical example. The common objectives of
this paper are, in the first part, to formulate the idea of "Balance of Power" which is explicitly
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alluded to in historical peace treaties. And to discuss "Balance of Power" as an institution of
international relations and diplomacy, and to formulate different models of "Balance of Power,"
so that they may be subjected to appropriate combination with historical example.
Off the coast of Indonesia, an American cargo ship has been seized by terrorists, its captain
kidnapped and its crew mercilessly slaughtered. In Washington, a peace-loving President's
refusal to punish the transgressors has enraged the sitting Congress, led by a wrathful
Speaker of the House. An ambitious young congressional assistant, Jim Dillon has discovered
a time bomb hidden away in America's Constitution—a provision that could be used to wrest
power from the Chief Executive, a long-forgotten law that could incite a devastating
constitutional crisis . . . and plunge the country into chaos. Now, as a battle group steams
toward a fateful confrontation in the Java Sea—commissioned by Congress and opposed by the
President—Dillon finds himself in the center of a firestorm that rages from the highest court in
the land to the killing fields half a world away. Suddenly there is much more at stake than the
life of a single surviving hostage and a superpower's military credibility—as a great nation
prepares for war . . . against itself.
Investigating the dynamics of balancing patterns in the Asia-Pacific, this book focuses
particularly on the contribution of great powers and middle powers to regional stability. Taking
the US and China as great powers, and using ASEAN, Russia, Australia and South Korea as
example of middle powers, the author addresses the following questions: Do middle powers
influence balancing patterns in the Asia-Pacific? Are the United States and China balancing
each other in the Asia-Pacific, and if so, by which means? What is the contribution of the
English school to understanding balance of power dynamics? The Balance of Power in AsiaPage 7/14
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Pacific Security makes a persuasive contribution to the debate on the US-China relationship.
Interviews with policy practitioners and academics in the region offer a systematic analysis of
the complexities of Asia-Pacific security. Providing conceptual insights, this book gives a fresh
understanding of the mechanisms necessary to maintain regional stability and explains the
implications of US-China power balancing for global security. It will be an important resource
for scholars and students of Asia-Pacific politics and security.
Regal is book six of the World of Godsland fantasy series and is the much anticipated
conclusion of the Balance of Power trilogy. Going in search of solace and something to give his
life meaning, Sinjin Volker finds wonders he would never have imagined and dangers from his
deepest fears. Armed with only artifacts he's powerless to use, Sinjin must change the world by
first changing himself.
This new book provides a framework for understanding the international relations of armed
groups, including terrorist organizations, insurgencies and warlords, which play an increasingly
important role in the international system. Specifically, the book argues that such groups can
be understood as taking part in the balance of power with states and other armed groups, as
they are empirically sovereign non-state actors that are motivated by the pursuit of power and
exist as part of an anarchic, self-help system. This radically new approach offers a renewed
conceptualization of Neorealism, and provides new insights into debates about sovereignty,
non-state actors, new wars, counterterrorism, and counterinsurgency. The approach is
illustrated through case studies on Somali warlords, the security complex between the Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA), Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA), Sudan and Uganda, as
well as Al Qaeda. The book provides insights into such issues as how non-state actors can be
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integrated into structural theories of international relations, and also offers pragmatic
methodologies for the foreign policy or military practitioner, such as how to best deter terrorists.
The balance of power is one of the most influential ideas in international relations, yet it has
never been comprehensively examined in pre-modern or non-European contexts. This book
redresses this imbalance. The authors present eight new case studies of balancing and
balancing failure in pre-modern and non-European international systems.
Scientific Cosmology and International Orders shows how scientific ideas have transformed
international politics since 1550. Allan argues that cosmological concepts arising from Western
science made possible the shift from a sixteenth century order premised upon divine
providence to the present order centred on economic growth. As states and other international
associations used scientific ideas to solve problems, they slowly reconfigured ideas about how
the world works, humanity's place in the universe, and the meaning of progress. The book
demonstrates the rise of scientific ideas across three cases: natural philosophy in balance of
power politics, 1550–1815; geology and Darwinism in British colonial policy and international
colonial orders, 1860–1950; and cybernetic-systems thinking and economics in the World Bank
and American liberal order, 1945–2015. Together, the cases trace the emergence of economic
growth as a central end of states from its origins in colonial doctrines of development and
balance of power thinking about improvement.
This book offers a detailed account of the recent Israeli-Greek rapprochement. For more than
six decades, relations between Greece and Israel were characterized by suspicion, mutual
recriminations and hostility. However, in 2009, Greek policy was unexpectedly overturned. This
volume examines this new relationship in detail and explores its theoretical and regional
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consequences. The Introduction provides a general framework of Greek foreign policy within
which the rapprochement with Israel was pursued. Chapter I presents the book’s theoretical
framework, focusing on balance of power theory and emphasizing the arguments of
Morgenthau, Waltz, and Mearsheimer. Chapter II delineates the fraught relations between the
Greeks and the Jews, despite their cultural and historical commonalities, and analyzes the
reasoning behind decades of antagonistic foreign policy. Chapter III describes how the rise of
Turkey during Greece’s economic crisis and the gradual deterioration of the strategic
partnership between Israel and Turkey combined to create a climate open to Israeli-Greek
cooperation. Chapter IV examines the beginning of the rapprochement between Israel and
Greece, highlighting Netanyahu’s historic 2010 visit to Greece. Chapter V explores the
intensification of Israeli-Greek cooperation. Chapter VI discusses energy cooperation in the
Eastern Mediterranean, another key factor in the deterioration of Israeli-Turkish relations and
the strengthening of ties between Greece and Israel. The book concludes with a return to
theory, reiterating the Realist approach and using that framework to hypothesize about the
future of the relationship between the two nations. This book is appropriate for graduate
students and academics studying international relations and foreign policy in the Eastern
Mediterranean, as well as policymakers, activists and journalists who want to have a clearer
understanding of the Israeli-Greek rapprochement and other developments in the region.
Why have states throughout history regularly underestimated dangers to their survival? Why
have some states been able to mobilize their material resources effectively to balance against
threats, while others have not been able to do so? The phenomenon of "underbalancing" is a
common but woefully underexamined behavior in international politics. Underbalancing occurs
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when states fail to recognize dangerous threats, choose not to react to them, or respond in
paltry and imprudent ways. It is a response that directly contradicts the core prediction of
structural realism's balance-of-power theory--that states motivated to survive as autonomous
entities are coherent actors that, when confronted by dangerous threats, act to restore the
disrupted balance by creating alliances or increasing their military capabilities, or, in some
cases, a combination of both. Consistent with the new wave of neoclassical realist research,
Unanswered Threats offers a theory of underbalancing based on four domestic-level
variables--elite consensus, elite cohesion, social cohesion, and regime/government
vulnerability--that channel, mediate, and redirect policy responses to external pressures and
incentives. The theory yields five causal schemes for underbalancing behavior, which are
tested against the cases of interwar Britain and France, France from 1877 to 1913, and the
War of the Triple Alliance (1864-1870) that pitted tiny Paraguay against Brazil, Argentina, and
Uruguay. Randall Schweller concludes that those most likely to underbalance are incoherent,
fragmented states whose elites are constrained by political considerations.
Addresses how to accommodate and integrate rising powers peacefully into the international
order in the nuclear and globalized age.
A collection of essays on British and American maritime relationships in the 20th century
together with details on the British organization of warfare, Anglo-American maritime theory,
their rivalries and coalitions and their plans for dealing with a future war in the nuclear age.
Since the sudden disappearance of the Soviet Union, many scholars have argued that the
balance of power theory is losing its relevance. This text examines this viewpoint, as well as
looking at systematic factors that may hinder or favour the return of balance of power politics.
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This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of
California Press's mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice,
reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality,
peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title
was originally published in 1967.
The U.S. Constitution separates government powers into three branches: the executive, the
legislative, and the judicial branches. The writers of the Constitution wanted to make sure that
the government didn't get too powerful, so they made sure the power in government was
balanced. Each branch of the government can check on the others to make sure they're
following the rules and not getting too powerful. Throughout the United States' history, many
people have challenged the balance of the government through impeachment trials, majority
rule in the Legislative branch, and trials in the Supreme Court. Readers will be encouraged to
think critically about whether or not the balance of power in U.S. government is truly balanced.
Debate surrounding "China's rise," and the prospects of its possible challenge to America's
preeminence, has focused on two questions: whether the United States should "contain" or
"engage" China; and whether the rise of Chinese power has inclined other East Asian states to
"balance" against Beijing by alignment with the United States or ramping up their military
expenditures. By drawing on alternative theoretic approaches—most especially "balance-ofthreat" theory, political economic theory, and theories of regime survival and economic
interdependence, Steve Chan is able to create an explanation of regional developments that
differs widely from the traditional "strategic vision" of national interest. He concludes that
China's primary aim is not to match U.S. military might or the foreign policy influence that flows
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from that power, and that its neighbors are not balancing against its rising power because, in
today's guns-versus-butter fiscal reality, balancing policies would entail forfeiting possible gains
that can accrue from cooperation, economic growth, and the application of GDP to nonmilitary
ends. Instead, most East Asian countries have collectively pivoted to a strategy of elite
legitimacy and regime survival based on economic performance.
Balance of PowerBallantine Books
This is a major new study of French foreign and security policy before, during and after the
First World War. Peter Jackson examines the interplay between two contending conceptions of
security: the first based on traditional practices of power politics and the second on
internationalist doctrines that emerged in the late nineteenth century. He pays particular
attention to the social and political context in which security policy was made and to the cultural
dynamics of the policy-making process. The result is a comprehensive reassessment of
France's security policy in the era of the Great War. The book reconsiders the evolution of
French war aims and reinterprets the peace policy of the Clemenceau government in 1919. It
also provides a new perspective on the foreign policy of successive French governments in the
early 1920s. It shows that internationalist ideas were far more influential over this entire period
than is commonly understood.
This book discusses the rise of polarity as a key concept in International Relations Theory.
Since the end of the Cold War, until at least the end of 2010, there has been a wide consensus
shared by American academics, political commentators and policy makers: the world was
unipolar and would remain so for some time. By contrast, outside the US, a multipolar
interpretation prevailed. This volume explores this contradiction and questions the Neorealist
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claim that polarity is the central structuring element of the international system. Here, the
author analyses different historic eras through a polarity lens, compares the way polarity is
used in the French and US public discourses, and through careful examination, reaches the
conclusion that polarity terminology as a theoretical concept is highly influenced by the Cold
War context in which it emerged. This volume is an important resource for students and
researchers with a critical approach to Neorealism, and to those interested in the defining shifts
the world went through during the last twenty five years.
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