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The worlds great navies grappling for dominance of the
high seas The Battle of Heligoland Bight was the first
naval battle of the Great War, fought in the late summer
of 1914 when the Royal Navy devised a plan to ambush
German patrols operating in the northern North Sea. A
sizeable force of British warships under the commands
of Tyrwhitt, Keyes, Goodenough and Beatty were set to
the task and the ensuing conflict resulted in the sinking
of three German light cruisers and one destroyer. Three
German light cruisers were also damaged. The British
loss was light and the action is widely regarded as a
victory for the British. The most significant outcome was
a reluctance on the part of the Kaiser to further risk his
battle fleet and it remained impotently confined to port.
The actions in the South Pacific and South Atlantic that
were the battles of Coronel and the Falkland Islands
centred around the marauding naval squadron under the
command of von Spee. The German squadron inflicted a
humiliating and crushing defeat against a weaker force
under Cradock off the coast of Chile and an outraged
admiralty despatched a substantially stronger squadron
under Doveton Sturdee to exact revenge. It caught up
with von Spee's squadron as he was about to raid the
base at Port Stanley in the Falkland Islands and
practically annihilated it. These two small naval
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engagement histories have been brought together for
good value by Leonaur. They are available in softcover
and hardback with dustjacket.
Battles was written for the restoration of the epic 1927
silent film The Battles of Coronel and Falkland Islands,
and was commissioned by the British Film Institute (BFI)
in 2013. The work presents eight contrasting scenes as a
continuous sequence: "War, Introduction of Admiral von
Spee," "German Banquet," "Building Steam/Preparing,"
"Islanders," "Call to Arms," "Great Battle at Sea," and
"Victory." The original score was written for a small
chamber orchestra, symphonic brass, and a substantial
battery of tuned and untuned percussion. Battles has
been edited for symphonic wind orchestra with
percussion and harp.
The Battles of Coronel and the Falklands: British Naval
Campaigns in the Southern Hemisphere 1914-15 tells
the story of British cruiser warfare and naval strategy in
the Southern Atlantic during the First World War. This
was the last naval campaign that was fought just by
surface ships without the intrusion of modern technology
such as aircraft, submarines and mines. German
commerce raiders had been at large in the southern
oceans since the declaration of war on 4 August 1914
and it was imperative that British forces should hunt and
destroy them before they caused untold damage to
British trade. The campaign to bring a German squadron
to battle met with disaster (The Battle of Coronel) before
final victory at the Falkland Islands. Individual raiders
such as the Emden, Dresden and Konigsburg were also
hunted and destroyed in a fascinating series of actions
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where bravery and courage were displayed by both
sides.
Captain Bennett discusses the traumatic effects of the
Washington and London Naval Treaties on the fleets of
the principal powers between the wars, and their
astonishing growth and technical progress between 1939
and 1945. He then deals with the war in the Atlantic and
the Mediterranean. The Battle of the River Plate, the
struggle for Narvik, the hunt for the Bismarck, the
destruction of the Italian Fleet at Taranto and Matapan
are all vividly described and authoritatively analysed.

The Royal Navy strikes back In the final months of
the first year of the First World War a squadron of
the Imperial German Navy under von Spee
decisively destroyed a weaker British force under
Cradock off the coast of South America. This action
in the Southern Pacific, known as the Battle of
Coronel (after the nearest coastal town in Chile)
delivered a decisive blow to the prestige and
perception of British sea power and prompted a
determined and powerfully resourced retaliatory
response from the British Admiralty which would lead
to the events described in this book, the Battle of the
Falkland Islands. The German cruiser squadron
comprised two armoured cruisers, Scharnorst,
Gneisenau, three light cruisers, Nurnberg, Dresden
and Leipzig plus three auxiliary support vessels.
After his Coronel victory, von Spee had sailed his
squadron south with the intention of raiding the
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supply base at Port Stanley in the Falklands in the
South Atlantic, when on December 8th, 1914 it was
brought to engagement by the avenging stronger
British force under Doveton Sturdee comprising the
battle cruisers Invincible and Inflexible, the armoured
cruisers Carnarvon, Cornwall and Kent and two light
cruisers Bristol and Glasgow. The outcome was
perhaps as inevitable as it was intended to be. Only
two German vessels escaped being sunk. Students
of naval history will know that for a century the Royal
Navy's dominance of the seaways had meant that it
had fought few major engagements since Trafalgar.
The First World War was dominated by the Battle of
Jutland. So this account of modern warships in
action is of vital interest. Available in softcover and
hardback for collectors.
Captain Bennett was, for many years, a serving
officer in the Royal Navy as well as being one of the
most highly regarded naval historians of his time. He
sets the battle in the context of the world-wide
struggle against Napoleon, describes the ships, their
crews and the tactics of the action. In his scholarly
but immensely readable account of the battle he
discusses the preparatory manoeuvres and the
mechanics of naval warfare in the age of sail. He
illustrates the text with many diagrams.
Admiral von Spee's German East Asia Cruiser
Squadron of World War I stand out amidst the
annals of 20th century surface naval warfare. Upon
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the outbreak of war in August 1914, the British Royal
Navy was deployed globally, whilst aside from a
small number of local vessels, the Imperial German
Navy was concentrated in two areas - Home Waters
(i.e. the North Sea and the Baltic) and Tsingtao in
China, the home port of the crack East Asia Cruiser
Squadron which, under the command of Admiral
Reichsgraf von Spee contained some of Germany's
most modern cruisers. As it was clear that Spee's
relatively small force would be quickly overwhelmed
by superior enemy numbers, the Admiralty in Berlin
immediately ordered him to weigh anchor and return
to Germany, a mission that many were to describe
as a Himmelfahrtskommando or suicide mission.
Whether Spee made it or not, the main consideration
was that he would tie down a large number of enemy
warships and thus prevent their deployment in other
areas. This Raid title details all aspects of the
exciting mission.
The naval engagement often referred to as the
'Second Battle of Heligoland Bight', fought on 17
November 1917, between elements of the British
Grand Fleet and elements of the German High Seas
Fleet, is often sidelined from history. While not being
the major clash of fleets like the 'Battle of Jutland'
the previous year, or a decisive victory for one side
or the other as was the case with the 'Battle of
Heligoland Bight' in August 1914, or indeed the
battles of 'Coronel' and the 'Falkland Islands' in
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November and December 1914 respectively, it is
significant in being the last naval battle of the war in
which capital ships of the opposing British Grand
Fleet and the German High Seas Fleet were
engaged. Perhaps of more significance, this was the
only time that Lord Fisher's controversial 'oddities',
the Light Battle Cruisers of the Renown and
Courageous Classes engaged enemy warships in
battle during the war. Never, perhaps, in the annals
of naval history has there been more controversial
Classes of vessels, particularly with the Courageous
Class and the unique HMS Furious. Often referred to
as Battle Cruisers, Lord Fisher, and the Admiralty,
referred to them as Light Battle Cruisers, while the
Courageous Class became known as Large Light
Cruisers, an epitaph attacked after the war, while the
Renown Class were simply referred to as
Battlecruisers, and the Furious was completed as a
quasi-aircraft carrier. In his own writings Lord Fisher
stated that he was considered "senile and autocratic"
for pushing ahead with the Light Battle Cruisers, or
"Monstrous Cruisers" as they had been labelled in
some areas of Parliament. This volume sets out to
describe the Light Battle Cruisers genesis and briefly
outline their development and fielding in the years
immediately before the action of 17 November 1917.
Chapter 3 details the Second Battle of Heligoland
Bight from both the German and British viewpoints,
drawing on references from operational documents
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to support the fact that the oft-stated engagement
between HMS Repulse and two German
Dreadnought Battleships did not actually take place,
dispelling the myth that such an engagement took
place during the battle; a myth that has endured for
almost 100 years.
The defeat that Rear-Admiral Sir Christopher
Cradock suffered at Coronel in 1914 at the hands of
Maximilian Graf von Spee, one of Germany's most
brilliant naval commanders, was the most humiliating
blow to British naval prestige since the eighteenth
century and a defeat that had to be avenged
immediately. On 8 December 1914, the German
squadron steamed towards Port Stanley, unaware
that in the harbour lay two great British battlecruisers, the 'Invincible' and 'Inflexible'. Realizing
this, Spee had no option but to turn and flee. Hour by
hour during that long day, the British ships closed in
until, eventually, Spee was forced to confront the
enemy. With extraordinary courage, and against
hopeless odds, the German cruisers fought to the
bitter end. At five-thirty that afternoon, the last ship
slowly turned and rolled to the bottom. Cradock and
Britain had been avenged.
The Battle of the Falkland Islands was a British naval
victory over the Imperial German Navy on 8 December
1914 during the First World War in the South Atlantic.
The British, after a defeat at the Battle of Coronel on 1
November, had sent a large force to track down and
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destroy the victorious German cruiser squadron of Graf
Spee.This book tells the story of this fight. It describes
the ships and their history, the commanders and their
decisions and of course it shows a lot of original historic
pictures.
Please note that the content of this book primarily
consists of articles available from Wikipedia or other free
sources online. Pages: 91. Chapters: Battle of Jutland,
Night action at the Battle of Jutland, Battle for Lake
Tanganyika, Battle of Heligoland Bight, Pursuit of
Goeben and Breslau, Battle of Coronel, Raid on
Scarborough, Hartlepool and Whitby, Second Ostend
Raid, Battle of the Falkland Islands, Battle of Dogger
Bank, Battle off Texel, Bombardment of Papeete, Siege
of Tsingtao, Bombardment of Yarmouth and Lowestoft,
First Ostend Raid, Zeebrugge Raid, 7th Cruiser
Squadron, Action of 22 September 1914, Battle of
Zanzibar, Action of 19 August 1916, Battle of Dover
Strait, Battle of Rufiji Delta, Raid on Yarmouth, Battle off
Noordhinder Bank, Action of 21 May 1918,
Bombardment of Madras, Battle of Trindade, Action off
Lerwick, Battle of Mas a Tierra, Battle of Penang, Action
of 29 February 1916, Action of 18 June 1918, Battle of
the Gulf of Riga, Action of 16 January 1916, Attack on
Orleans, Action of 5 September 1918, Action of 17
November 1917, Action of 10 March 1917, Action of 15
October 1917, Battle of Rio de Oro, Action of 8 May
1918, Damage to major ships at the Battle of Jutland,
Battle of Moon Sound, Battle of Aland Islands, Second
Battle of Heligoland Bight, Action of 16 March 1917,
Action of 4 April 1918, Action of 4 May 1917, Action of 17
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March 1917. Excerpt: The Battle of Jutland (German: )
was a naval battle between the British Royal Navy's
Grand Fleet and the Imperial German Navy's High Seas
Fleet during the First World War. It was fought on 31
May and 1 June 1916 in the North Sea near Jutland,
Denmark. The battle was the largest naval battle and the
only full-scale clash of battleships in the war. It was also
only the third major fleet action between steel battleships
following the battles of the Yellow Sea and Tsushima
during the Russo-Japanese War. The German fleet was
commanded by Vice-Admiral Reinhard Scheer, and the
Royal Navy's...
The Battle of Coronel was a German Navy victory over
the Royal Navy on 1 November 1914 off the coast of
central Chile near the city of Coronel. German
Kaiserliche Marine forces led by Vice-Admiral Graf
Maximilian von Spee met and defeated a Royal Navy
squadron commanded by Rear-Admiral Sir Christopher
Cradock.The engagement probably took place as a
result of a series of misunderstandings. Neither admiral
expected to meet the other in full force. Once the two
met, Cradock understood his orders were to fight to the
end, despite the odds heavily against him. Although
Spee had an easy victory, destroying two enemy
armoured cruisers for just three men injured, the
engagement also cost him almost half his supply of
ammunition, which was impossible to replace. Shock at
the British losses led to an immediate reaction and the
sending of more ships, which in turn destroyed Spee and
the majority of his squadron at the Battle of the Falkland
Islands.This book gives detailed informations about the
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prelude to the battle, the commanders and their
decisions during the battle. It also describes all involved
ships with tecnical specifications and history. A lot of
historical pictures complete this book about the sea
battle at Coronel.
The Battle of Jutland: At the end of May 1916, a chance
encounter with Admiral Hipper's battlecruisers has
enabled Beatty to lead the German Battle Fleet into the
jaws of Jellicoe's greatly superior force, but darkness
had allowed Admiral Scheer to extricate his ships from a
potentially disastrous situation. Though inconclusive, at
the Battle of Jutland the German Fleet suffered so much
damage that it made no further attempt to challenge the
Grand Fleet, and the British blockade remained
unbroken. Captain Bennett has used sources previously
unavailable to historians in his reconstruction of this
controversial battle, including the papers of Vice-Admiral
Harper explaining why his official record of the battle was
not published until 1927, and the secret "Naval Staff
Appreciation" of 1922 whose criticism were so scathing
that it was never issued to the Fleet. Also included are
numerous battle plans, photographs and an introduction
by Bennett's son. 2006 is the 90th anniversary of the
battle.
An experimental history examining the World War I naval
battles of Coronel and the Falklands using naval
wargames.

This book sets out to narrate the contributions to and
influence on the history of Chile that British visitors
and immigrants have had, not as bystanders but as
key players, starting in 1554 with the English Queen
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'Bloody Mary' becoming Queen of Chile, and ending
with the decline of British influence following the
Second World War.
At the start of the war, the German Empire had
cruisers scattered across the globe, some of which
were subsequently used to attack Allied merchant
shipping. The British Royal Navy systematically
hunted them down, though not without some
embarrassment from its inability to protect Allied
shipping. However, the bulk of the German EastAsia squadron did not have orders to raid shipping
and was instead underway to Germany when it
encountered elements of the British fleet. Soon after
the outbreak of hostilities, Britain initiated a naval
blockade of Germany. The strategy proved effective,
cutting off vital military and civilian supplies. The
1916 Battle of Jutland developed into the largest
naval battle of the war, the only full-scale clash of
battleships during the war. The Kaiserliche Marine's
High Seas Fleet, commanded by Vice Admiral
Reinhard Scheer, squared off against the Royal
Navy's Grand Fleet, led by Admiral Sir John Jellicoe.
The engagement was a standoff, as the Germans,
outmaneuvered by the larger British fleet, managed
to escape and inflicted more damage to the British
fleet than they received. Strategically, however, the
British asserted their control of the sea, and the bulk
of the German surface fleet remained confined to
port for the duration of the war. German U-boats
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attempted to cut the supply lines between North
America and Britain. The nature of submarine
warfare meant that attacks often came without
warning, giving the crews of the merchant ships little
hope of survival. The U-boat threat lessened in
1917, when merchant ships entered convoys
escorted by destroyers. With the last few men who
served in World War I now dying out, and the 90th
anniversary of the Armistice coming in November
2008, there is no better time to reevaluate this
controversial war and shed fresh light on the conflict.
With the aid of numerous black and white and color
photographs, many previously unpublished, the
World War I series recreates the battles and
campaigns that raged across the surface of the
globe, on land, at sea and in the air. The text is
complemented by full-color maps that guide the
reader through specific actions and campaigns.
Two great battles at sea--and the ultimate triumph of
British revenge. In 1914, Great Britain's naval
supremacy was challenged as the Imperial German
Navy shattered their fleet at Coronel, in Chile. Under
orders from First Lord of the Admiralty Winston
Churchill and Lord Fisher, First Sea Lord, a powerful
force set sail to the southern seas. And, when the
Germans went to attack the Falklands, the British
were ready and waiting.
With the Call to action stations in August 1914, the
Royal Navy faced its greatest test since the time of
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Nelson.This classic history of the Great War at sea
combines graphic and stirring accounts of all the
principal naval engagements - battles overseas, in
home waters and, for the first time, under the sea with analysis of the strategy and tactics of both
sides. Geoffrey Bennett brings these sea battles
dramatically to life, and confirms the Allied navies'
vital contribution to victory.'Strongly recommended'
RUSI Journal'Excellent balanced accounts and
judgements' Richard Hough
Called by some a "Mediterranean Jutland," the Battle
of the Otranto Straits involved warships from Austria,
Germany, Italy, Britain, and France. Although fought
by light units with no dreadnoughts involved, Otranto
was a battle in three dimensions -- engaging surface
vessels, aircraft, and subsurface weapons (both
submarines and mines). An attempt to halt the
movement of submarines into the Adriatic using
British drifters armed with nets and mines led to a
raid by Austrian light cruisers. The Austrians inflicted
heavy damage on the drifters, but Allied naval forces
based at Brindisi cut off their withdrawal. The
daylight hours saw a running battle, with the
Austrians at considerable risk. Heavier Austrian units
put out from Cattaro in support, and at the climactic
moment the Allied light forces had to turn away,
permitting the Austrians to escape. In the end, the
Austrians had inflicted more damage than they
suffered themselves. The Otranto action shows the
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difficulties of waging coalition warfare in which
diplomatic and national jealousies override military
efficiency.
Upon the outbreak of war, the British Royal Navy was
deployed globally, whilst the Imperial German Navy was
concentrated in two areas – Home Waters and Tsingtao, the
home port of the crack East Asia Cruiser Squadron which,
under the command of Admiral von Spee contained some of
Germany's most modern cruisers. As Spee made his way to
the Chilean port of Valparaiso, he met the British 4th Cruiser
Squadron which had been ordered to engage and defeat the
German force. This resulted in the battle of Coronel where the
antiquated British warships proved no match for Spee's
modern cruisers. It was the first naval defeat suffered by the
Royal Navy in over 100 years. When news reached London,
panic reigned and two ships HMS Inflexible and Invincible
were sent to lead the force against Spee. When bad weather
delayed the German arrival, Spee knew that he had to stand
and fight, unaware that amongst the ships opposing him were
two modern battlecruisers which outclassed any of his own
squadron's ships. Given the presence of Inflexible and
Invincible, the result of the battle had an inevitable outcome
and after several hours hard combat, Spee's ships were
defeated.
Account of the World War I British-German naval battles off
the coast of South America.
“An entertaining and informative review of the evolution of
one of the most important classes of warship, from the
technology of WWII into the missile age.” —Firetrench
Cruisers probably vary more in their characteristics than any
other warship type and have certainly been subject to the
most convoluted development. There was always a basic
tension between quantity and quality, between numbers and
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unit size, but at a more detailed level every one of the naval
powers made different demands of their cruiser designers.
This makes the story of cruiser evolution in the world’s major
navies fascinating but complex. This book sets out to provide
a coherent history of the fortunes of this ship-type in the
twentieth century, beginning with a brief summary of
development before the First World War and an account of a
few notable cruiser actions during that conflict that helped
define what cruisers would look like in the post-war world.
The core of the book is devoted to the impact of the naval
disarmament treaty process, which concentrated to a great
extent on attempting to define limits to the numbers and size
of cruisers that could be built, in the process creating the
“treaty cruiser” as a type that had never existed before and
that existed solely because of the treaty process. How the
cruisers of the treaty era performed in the Second World War
forms the final focus of this “interesting, well-written, and wellgrounded” book, which concludes with a look at the fate of
the cruiser-type since 1945 (Warship International). The result
is probably the best single-volume account of the subject to
date.
Based on gripping first-hand testimony from the archives of
the Imperial War Museum, this book reveals what it was really
like to serve in the Royal Navy during the First World War. It
was a period of huge change – for the first time the British
navy went into battle with untried weapon systems,
dreadnoughts, submarines, aircraft and airships. Julian
Thompson blends insightful narrative with never-beforepublished stories to show what these men faced and
overcame. Officers and men, from admirals down to the
youngest sailors faced the same dangers, at sea in often
terrible weather conditions, with the ever-present prospect of
being blown to pieces, or choking to death trapped in a
compartment or turret as they plunged to the bottom of the
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sea. In their own words they share their experiences, from
from long patrols and pitched battles in the cold, rough water
of the North Sea to the perils of warfare in the Dardanelles;
from the cat-and-mouse search for Vice-Admiral Graf von
Spee in the Pacific to the dangerous raids on Ostend and
Zeebrugge. We see what it was like to spend weeks in the
cramped, smelly submarines of the period, or to attack Uboats from unreliable airships.
Bennett sets Nelson's failures at Tenerife and Boulogne
against his triumphs at Cape St Vincent, the Nile,
Copenhagen, and Trafalgar and he does not minimise the
consequences of Nelson's passion for Emma Hamilton.
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